
lheir people, thon tisere evotid be ne nced
for other onitside erganizations, whicis are
st present deing much good in thse wvorld
andi fulfilling a high and hoiy mission.

Young 'Men's Christian Associations,
Christian Conventions, City Uission Socié-
fies, Colportage Societios aend sucis like, are
a moet hopeful and promising proteet
egainst thse old dead ecelesiasicism tisat has
prcvssileid too widely ani too long. They
furmisis outlets for tise generous energies of
hymen who thus prove tiscir wilingness
sud their ability te render valuable service
(0 tho great cause of tise Redeenier. They
pave tise way for a more general wvorking
zÇ the whole people for Christ. We yen-
ture to assert that at this moment there are
thrce times as many active cicristians in
proportion to tise number o? professed
tsristisvns, as tisere were fifty years ngo;
andi thse proportion je daily increasing. We
are going round the cir.-le towards the
Apestolie systeni, which has Iseen se la-
mentably forgotten and fersaken. Bighteen
centutries ago the ehristian Chureis was vcry
ssai in regards numbers, but nearly aIl its

uttabers were sincere in fitisb, etirnest in
work, aend net te bc appalled by ail thse ter-
rmo ie ry persecution: May wo net hope
ihât before the end cf this century, the
Church noiv numbering its millions shall
retern, with this mighty accession of eut-
watd tutrength, te the ferveur of its firet love,
ibe ivarmth of carl)' zeai, the purity of pri-
mitive motive and thae earnest simpiicity of
primitive faitis i

Tise distinction betwveen Ilclergy" and
"iaity" bas ne foundation in God's word.
All tise peeple are tise cleo-os, the heritage,
of Gesd. Office-bearere indeed are beund te
take the front rank la tise battle of the Lord.
If tisere is bard and perilous wvork te he
donc let them de it. Lot therm by al
usons Iead, but let them net preseut thse
melasseholy appearauce of ail being leaders
witls a scant msnter roll cf heartless follow-
ers or cosupanions in their day of conifiet.
1' is wlsen we thus werk togetiser in thse
samse spirit-ministers, eiders, meni and we-
t'esu, old smen aîsd young men, Sabbath
Zchool teacîsers aend children,- that real
progress eau be made.
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Tho truth is, that the very existence of
1evangelical religion is at present at stake.
It8 assaitants are umerous, powerful tend
of consummate skili. Romnanism, ritual-
ism, intidelity, grecd of gain, worldiiness,
the wild mania for speculation, the heathen-
i sm that rears its isead in ominous blackness
of dnrkness in ail tise great centres of popu-
iation,-ail these deadly enemnies muet bo
confronted and overcome by us or else we
shall bo overceme of theml Is not the
battie worthy of ail the energies of ail the
Lord's people? Most nssuredly it is so.

A LESSON FROM TH1E LIFE OF JONATHAN
EOWARDS.

JONATHAN EDwARtDS wus one of the great-
est men, if nlot the greatest matn, that Ame-
Ticn, has yet produced. His pie:y was Most
profound; his learning most extensive; hie
fsithfulness as a preacher and a pastor couid
net ho qucstioned ; and bis success in tihe
werk of the gospel was ail that tihe moet
hallowed ambition could expeet. Ne was
a prince and a leader in the Chutrchos. i%
works are still rend by tîseologians and
metaphysicians in alI parts of thse world,
while some of them are te be found in
alsnest every Sabbath school and *family
library. Thse muan that achioved a popula-
rity so wide-spread and s0 lastirig muet
have been resnarkable at once for geniue,
irsdustry, seholnrship aend gennine pity.-
It seems astonishing that the same mind
conld produce thse Il<Lie of Brainerd], the
IReligions Affections," and the essay on

tise Il VVil ;', but seoit was.
There ie one incident ia thse history cf

this great and good mani, which is instruc-
tive as a ivarniîsg to congregations in thse
treatmnent of their asinisters, aend aiso as an
illustration of tise weak points in thse Con-
gregational system of Ohurcis govermmnt.

EDWxi)s was a Congregationalist, aend
was for upwards o? twenty years pastor o?
thse Church at Northsampton, Massachusetts.
Bie labours were croivned with uncommon
snccess. For many years ho iived niost
happily in thse love and esteem cf thse con-
gregation. So mueh were they attached to,
him that they would have plucked out their


