
-tnd that probably a gencration would have passcd awny hefore tlîcy would
have been rcsuîned. Net thon until by niany evidences of thec divine power
art. favour accompanying God's Fervants in the Mission field the Chiurch liad
been nurtured to n higher fiith, and thus was able to bear the trial, and by
bearing it rise to a more advnnced position of Christian attaininent, docs (>od
send these ficry trials. In this let us thankfully ncknowledgc the hnnd of'
Huîtn ivho will not qucnch the smioking flax, nor suifer any of' his people to be
temiptcd or tricd above what they are uble to bear.

Froin these views of the design of Chirisflan martyrdoin the duties dcvolving
upon the Churcli in the present einergency will generally ho obvious. but there
are two or three which wvc desire particularly to press upon the attention otr
our readers.

In the first place thec Church is called to the devout ackinow'ledgmcent of
God as the autl.or ofthils dispensation, and humble subinission te his ivilt.
It is ilie lamcst thcology to regard any class of events, even the wvorst doings3
of wirkcd mcen, as not enibraeed in tlhe couinsel of God. To represeuit 1dmi
ns ciuhier uiot able to control thein or standing by as an idbe onblooker, -1per-
mitting" thein, as no concern of bis, 15 10 rob hini eof al flint distinguishes luini
as God. Dauk <luen as is this decd, as flar as its human acters are concern-
cd, and awfully guilty as they truly are, yeî Script ure and truc piety requ ire
us5 t0 regard it as part of' Ilthe deternîinate counisei and foeknowledge of
God." And îluis recognition of the huand of God is t/iefirst step rcquired ef
the Chur-cli in order te that resignation and subinission to luis ivîfl w'hichi is
justily (uc e th le Great Ruler of the Universe-to that humiliation wh1ich
wvill lcad te our bcingy exalted ia due tirne-and to that faith and hope
through which we shahi glory even in tribulation. Let us then folloii' thue
exaraple of our Saviour, Wvho with the full prospect before hlm of ail1 that
hie was to suifer fi'omn the bands of wicked mon and devils, raiseq his tlhotighîs
to the great Lord of ail, and huunbly hlows bis boend ln subniission to hum.

saig The cup that my Father biath given me shall I nlot drink it '"
Secondly, we are called uipon individually to imitate the exainple of our

departed friends by rranifestilig the saine spirit. True it is that wc are flot
called to die as martyrs, but the saine spirit is rcquired in cvery individuial
folo-wer ofthe Lamnb, and should animate us in evcry depariment of Chris-
tian activity. What is the spirit of the martyr ? Doos it flot consîst in the
uifntliing courige with wvhieli thcy adhere to their profession of Christ's
naine in defiance of danger and opposition, and a rcadiness te sacrifice every
thuingy, even life itself, for the sake of hum who died for us? And does not
Christ require this of ail bis followers ? IlIf any man corne te me nnd hiate
not bis fathuer and mother and ivife and cbildren and bretbren and sisters,
yen, and bis own life also, lie cannot be my disciple." But w'hat. are thue
dangers we are calhcd te face, and wliat flic sacrifice rcquired ot us, coin-
pared wvith thie martyrs of Jcsus'? If we now prove unfaitbful to the honour
of Christ amid the sligbt; temptatiens te, which we are exposcd, or grudge
the trifiing sacrifices wve are eÀalled te make for bis cause, hiave we the spirit
ot the martyrs whom we prof'ess se, higbly to boneur? If the sncer of an
ungodly acquaintance now terrifies us, or we are unwilling te sacrifice a
sniall portion of our worldly prosperity for the advanccment of I-lis cause,
how would w'e have steod at the martyr's stake or wern the martyr's crown?
if thou hast rua witli footmn and they have wcaried thee, thon hoiv eanst
thor coatend with herses, and if ini the band of peace, whereiru thou trustcst,
tbey wearied thee, thon how wilt thou do la the swellings ef Jordan é"

Las'.ly and especiahly, the Church is called to redeubled efforts for the
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