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peulhic Serica,rîwmYiol anid bis Jfanua/ of
Psic)lmcb are suggestive and inter-
estig. Am ong nîany papers con-
tributcd to Di'e /1i/enit tlat on"'li
Coming Cata clysnîi of Amierica and
Eu trope " in Augu-tst, i 8po, is character-
istic. Ini tlîis lie prediets before 1916
the devastation by tidal %yaves and
earthqîîtakes of the Atlatîtie. Coast of
America, and simîilar disastrous resuilts
on the P>acifIC, especially ait Sali D)iego
anîd Coronado. "'l'lie destruction at
N%,ev XYork and jersey City Nwill be the
grandcst liorror." So many, of lus pre-
dictions bave fiailed of fulfilmienit in tlie
lasi. telî years tlîat it is safe to say tbat
peoîile %vill not mmi- :ver tliese, T1'le
deatlî is also announced of tlîe editor
of T/wi h'ar/fo1d lim1es, -Mr. Alfred E.
Burr, on1 the Stb ilist.

"Wit shotild bc a shicld for defence and not
a sword of offThnce.2'

-.~:-C'il, 23rdl Dcc.
Let dogs deliglit to bark alfrd bite,
Blit we Shall cheriSix H-eiierkeit

As an Esotericisi. of the Universal
Brutlierhood I liad placed ini ny hands
on the i5th Decemîber, a brochure,
b pl) octavo, wire-stitclied, publislied
1>)' 1'-. M\. Pierce, ai. 144 Madison

Avenue, New York, aiud etitlted
"Facts. " Alihough Ilpublished ", witb

tedighitfül appreciation of the incouî-
rutous 'vli distinguislîes Atiiericati

bunmour, it bears uppn the title-page an)
intimation that the statenients coîîtained
therein are îîot for the public. As one
of the public wvas kind enough to send
nie a copy froi New York in addition
to tlîat conveyed to mie 1b, the ordiuiary
occult claiauels, I make bold to avail
miyself of the privilege of using îîîy dis-
crimîination in dealinig wvith 'it. 'Mr.
Piercc's literary efiorts have uîot before,
so far as 1 amn aware, appearcd othuer-
uvise tban iu scattered nuag.zn arice
His style is clearly marked and recog-
nlizable under various pen-namies. As
'Li bra" lie discoursed upouî Il Vomani"

in tlîe Decenîber Um'ver,ç-al Bi-o/zcr-
/100(, and it is interesting to comîpare
his present excursion into that difficuit:

idouîain of literature thie epistolary field.

Tiiere are pessimistie critics Nvlio declare
that Icuter "'ritinig is a Iost art. M r.
l3ierce's effort to arouse interes. ini it is
no doubt w~ell rmant. and wve must not
forget that some of die finest letters in
the lagaedeal %'ith trivial. tli(ii-es.
'l'lie presen t selection does mie bionour
ini selecting an examle froin nîy own
pen. 1 conifess 1 sbould have liked to
sec another specimeti, and, if consulted,
'vould hav'e suggested that Nyhicli gave
rise to Dr. iNMAlpini's collaborated
reply. Exigenicies of space, or other
causes, proi ab]), tie latter, have robbed
Ie of tLlîis satisfaction. Thîis, Ilowever,

is one of the gyoads of the anîbitious
niind, and I mîust cotîtrol mîyself uintil a
later and enlarged edition includes a
fuller collection. It is wvhat is kiowvn
as a &C corker" anyway.

IlFacts"' is, of course, a reabiic
nîelo-dranîiiatic romance. 'l'lie aut hor
'vith the daring imagination wbicli
betokens tie masters of.b istorical fiction
seizes upon a dramatic situation, and
availing lîinself of evf.ry poetic (and
othier) licenice, proceeis to niake tic
most of it, and succeeds ini producing a
higlîly diverting- performance. 1 n
respect of style Mr. 1'iercýe's present
opportunities are somcwbiat liitied, but
tic fine rumibIc of bis diction is fully in
evidence, pýarticularly in the 11î6-word
con'sullmcatio on0ag 4 Mr. 1'ierce's
nmechanical proclivities nîo doubft affect
bis sentences, in which hyplîenaied
coîîîpounds are- not uncomnîoî. but
-wlîo is not susceptible to the majestic
roll of a distant train of box-cars as it
s'veeps over a culvert? The Autoniatic
Coupling La v is xîot to bie enforced for
sonie tinie yet, and it mîay be mwell for
Mr. 1 ierce to be careful lest hie mneet
witlî a serious accident while coupling
some of bis enîpty verbal freight-cars,
and so, deprive us of the possible plea-
sure of lîearing liin break forth itito
ballads and blank verse.

Tiiere are five characters ini the littie
drania. Pierce, leading leavy-weighit,
in the words of Mr. Gilbert, " as iiild a
mannered mani as ever cut a tbroat
or scuttled a ship." Katherine, the
lieroine, a dear crature, wlhose reputa-
tion is being shielded, (not Nvitbout
reason) by tlîe lîcro. M'Alpin, a
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