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conaltierable. 8enent plants.-Aloes, Yueeas, Caci
Mesembryanths, and such. fat-leaved subjects-re-
quire little or no waterfrom the beginaing of Novem-
ber to tho end of February ; at least, snoh Is the rnie
nmong good culiivators, though wu believe It la net
wiso to apply it rigidly to some oi these plants, which
are apt ta shrivel and get hurt if allowed to bocomo
dusty and dry.

Gerniuns, again, though they unst not get quite
dry, require ta be kept comnparralively soe in winter
til tleir flower buîds tare formed. We now allude to
sbow or greenhouse geraniums. Fuchsias are usually
cept quite dry during the winter. Plants in a vigor-
aus growing state, or coming into flower, as some are
at all seasons, will of course require to bo wel
snpplied with valtr ; that is. they requiro ta be as
m1ost at the root as we keep growing plants In sum-

mer, onily that one-third the amount of water and
watering which would be required in summer will

ufco ta keep thema soat this season. It is impossible
ta lay down a rule which would he of the sligltest
use as to tlle time of watering, &c.; it must be left to
the cultivator's judgment. So frequentiwere thobad
results of promiscuons and regular watering in the

gecrality of gardens fifteen or eighteen years ago
that an outcry was raised about over-waterirg, &c.,
which certamly made no inconsidlerable improve-
ment, but was also productive of much cvil by mak-
ing people err in the other direction-by not giving
enough of water ; and we certainly bave seen more
plants killti ant injurctd of late ytars for waut of
wavter than from an excess of it. In one particular

instance a tzplendid and very valuable collection of
specimen Camellias was ruined, fromn being kcpt too
dry in a very cool house, the cultivator thinking they
should b kept dry becauc'e th house was colder than
such usaually are. The treatment might not hava had
a haI result with many plants, but it killed the
Camellias. A healthy-growing plant in a pot, which
is, as it ought to be, thoroughly well draned, cannot
well have tue much water when it is watercd. Our
golden rule is : Do not îoaler a plant tU il rcquires il,
and then give a thorougl soakmag. Wo are noiw deal-
ing chiefly with grecuouse and conservatory plants,
about wmhch most inquiries have becn made ; but the
rie is equally good fur stove and pot plants ia every
structure. In bot summer wcather. plants sbould be
examined every morning', and in most cases watered ;
and in the case of frce-growing Fuchsias and other
soft growing plants li the height of their bloon, it
may sometimes be necessary te water well twice a
day. In the dead of winter, every second day is
suliciently often to look over greenhouso plants, und
then net one in tea may require watering. The
waterer should begin regularly at a certain place in
the house, and examina every plant. After a little
practice, bo can readily detect those that are dry by
mcrely looking at the soil ; but la some cases, where
the specimens hava been top-dressed, &c., and soil
without roots in it lying on top of that fil of roots,
and where bai watering.has been practiced, so that
the earth la wet on top and dry at the bottom , it may
be necessary ta strike the pot with the knuckles to
seo if it sounds hollow, this mndicating want of water;
and now and thon ta turn a specimen out of its pot ta
examine the state of the roots. When a crack is seen
between the soil and pot, caused by the shrinking of
the soil, it la an almost invariable sign that the plant
wants plenty of water.

When the operator meets with a dry plant, instead
of pouring a little water on, as many do, ho should

l it up quite, and if there is not a good space for
water between the soil and top of rim, ho should re-
tur to it and fil up again. se as te insure a tborough
soalking, for a plant wet at the surface, and dry as
dust down where its main roots exist, is la the worst
possible condition. In fact, It la net a bad plan te
mako it a rie to watergros-feeding and largospeci-
mens twie 'wben they getL dry. Tho great barm used
ta bo donc in old times (and very often, we fear, la
these advanced days)by pouring on a littlo sip every
morning, which resulted la the pots becoming covered
mith green slicte, and the' soil often a oas of black
mud. The samo regular examination sbould occur
in summer, only les care will ho requircd, and four
times the amourint of water. When rapid growth
begins In the firstbright days Of klarch, too, theplanta
must ho looked over every morning, and froma that
timo to tho end of October. Some people fill the pots
with too much soil, ana do not leava sufficient space
for a proper d'oso of water te ho poured ou ; it is a
very bad lan, and bas causei tho death of bundreds
of valuabo plants. As a rale, tho pot should net bo
flled higher than within balfan inch of the brim, and
in tie case oflargo pots an inch. Ilen settled down
thera will thon bo sufficient ronm for -water, and
sufficient opportun'ty te giva a good drink at once--
net watering again till the plantreally wants IL
One good watering in mid-winter will often su2ee a
healtby specimen plant In full leaf for tIwo oT ithre

- ten weeks later It may require o0s every
day- , e Reul


