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CAPPINGS.

CUT FROM A VARIETY OF COMBS.
=
Vaseline for use in Bee Hives.

HAVE been a diligent student of the Bee
Journal for some yeurs, and about two years
420 one of your covrespondents advised the
‘€e use of vaseline to prevent bees from
Ueing everything up wih propolis. I im-
oodlately mude experiments with it, and a very
t comfort it has proved.
keeery few things are more annoying to a bee.
w'sper than inability to manipulate frames
thont lerking, and sections without breaking
“99M owing to propolisation.
J'eez'have used it freely und cannot find any ob-
bei 10n to it, and the comfort and pleasure in
hi 1g able to move all the working parts of the
Ve and freedom from stings is very great. I
metal ends, which I thoroughly rub over
the vaseline, and also the sides of the
» 8nd everywhere where the frames touch
etf“ of the sections and bottom of eection rack,
the. I have learned many valaable hints from
m, Jonl‘nt}l, bu« ncne, [ think, that have been
m;e Serviceable than the use of vaseline. Like
hlfy more of your readers, I have lost fully
Plent my stocks this vinter, in most cases with
over ¥ of natural stores and ample covering and
"Oat)}'] care. I suppose the severity of the
tn er is the chief cause. Everything “here is
y.eme]y backward, and although I have fed
little ees for some days, they seem to take but
fr of the syrup. What we seem to require is
Riog om from north-east wind, and some
num‘:lv‘&rm showers. I say seem, because
¥ of Ing about the weather is only an indirect
ang «, Brumbling against Him who sends it,
at ) We arg of Yyesterday and know nothing,’ or
;i? Bnothinfg to speak of.—Epwarp H.
» Beecroft i i iti
Bee.lourna,l_ oft, Hove, Brighton, in British

Pri\(l:ve? shall keep this in stock; our
ang fb Will be found in another column
that fom exper.ence w= are convinced
thay 't1s one of the most valuable things

. Scan be kept about a place. There
it i< 2 'Many uses it can be put to where

hiveg
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for ¢ Of® Valuable than aoy otuer thing
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ame purpose in ¢annection with
€. Where the ends of the frames
m(‘)hf«' fabbiiis shightly coated with
in settpmpohs will be found there, and
o g one hive on top cf another or

. T, as the case may be. When the
]in:s are Slightly moistened with vase-
glue, nt° Water will enter nor will they be
Tubhey SCther with propolis. A Tlittle
lis st,°n.the hands will prevent pro-
Icking to them, and keep them
iwond free from chap. It does not

. r > .
" Wit Clothes when it comes in contact

em, like greese, oil or similar
aubstan(:es’. g ’ S

CHAFF PACKING VS. AIR SPACE.

There has been a great deal of comment on
this question, and I think the reason is that it
has never had a fair test. The proper way to
test it is to take a cold winter, not such winters
as we have had ia the last three years, and take
colonies of all sizes from weak to strong.
Usnally they take colonies so strong that they
would winter in a paper box. My exoerience is,
the warmer and dryer you can get your bives
the better bees will winter ; and it looks very
reagonable thut five or six inches of chaff, well
packed, will keep out more cold than two §
hoards, if not, why is a log house plastered and
sided warmer than a frame house with the
same thickness of wall ? Let some of the dead
air men take a hive and pack in on one side and
they will find the first cold snap they have their
bees will be clustered against the side packed.
I winter in chaff hives, and left one good colony
without a cushion on and examined it often and
never found it clustered at top of frame, while
the others would be clustered against the cloth
at all times.—Geo. W. ABeL, Kilgrove, O., in
American Bee-keeper.

Friend Abel : We agree with you
that the warmer and dryer vou keep a
swarm during the winter and spring the
safer you can keep them, but we believe
1t is not dry cold but dampness that is
mest fatal to the swarm, and for that
reason we believe a double walled hive
without packing on sides is superior,
for the moisture certainly passes oft
much more rapidly. Your example of
a log and double walled house is good
as an argument against cold, but not so

‘when we cousider moisture. A stone

house everyone knows is very warm,
but it is also very damp.

MICROBEZS AND FOUNDATION:

Mr. Cook, in/Gleaninga, thinks Friend Core
neil is usually about right, but says that with-
out doubst he drew it too fine when he was going
to have, Foundation sow .- microbes broad-cast.
Lo experience savs “nn nn.” On the same
pare e cemarks, “why does our usually coe-
rect friend in speaking of Mr. Doolittle, speak
of scouts looking up a new home while the bees
are clusterinz 2 As T stated in my Beckeepers’
Guide, I think the bees ciustered to give the
queen a rest, after trying her wings which are
unwonted to labor. I supposed you settled that
bees look out a home b=fore the swarm issues.
they certainly do sometimes, and if so, I guess
always.”

We know from experience that bees
do not always select their homes before
they swarm out as we have found bees
clustered on fences and little bushes
and sometimes after clustering in that
way for hours or until the next day, they
will search out a home.
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