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attend, and, 1 1he spirit of chiristiun love, by mutua! tounsel, influence,
und exertion, aceordiag to the gospel, to aid in advaneing the enuse of
piety in our state.

It 43 obvfous to the most superficlal observer, oho is al all avquainied
scith the state of christionily and of the church of the New Testament,
that much, very much is wanting, to bring the christianity and the chureh
of the present day up to thal standard—In what this deficiency conststs,
and how t¢ is to be remedied, or whether it can be remedied at all, arc
the points to be discovered and determined. In the deliberations intended,
1t is designed to take these subjects into setious consideration, and to
report the result by way of suguestion und advisement to the Baptist
christian community, and to the churches to which the members of the
meeting thay particularfy belong,  We know very well that nothing
¢un be done right which is net done according 1o the gospel, or done
sffectuntly which is not done by the uuthority, artd accompunied by the
Blessing of God,  While Gud must do the work, we desire to know, and
to acquiesco in his mavner of doing it, and submissively to concur and
obediendy to go ulong withit,”

The sontences we have ‘talicised in the preceding extract, are sen-
tences of no ordinary import.  ‘The first of them deciares a truth as
evident as a sunbedm in a cell, to all who have eyesto see.  The second
presents & subject of inquiry of paramount unportance to ull who expect
to stand before the Son of Gotl in judgment.  [raffords us no common
pleasure to see chri-tians usaking from their lethargic repose to the
considerstion of such subjects. That the faet should be acknow-
ledged and lamented, that YERY MUCH 1S WANTING TO BRING THE CHRIS-
TIANITY AND THL CHURCH oF THE PRESEXT DAY UP 1o THE New T'Esra-
MENT STANDARD amonyst o people: so intelligent, so respeetable in num-
bers, and so influential, as the Baptist Society-ip Kentucky ; and that
leaders of thai commuuity, su erudile, so piotyand so influential, should
call upon their bretwen to lay these things to heart, and to prepars
themselves to makg an effost towards reform, we hail as a most auspici-
ous event. <t

As I feel deeply interested in every effort that is made, eithier among
the Baptist or Paido Baptist secieties, for the avowed object of reform,
and as this subject lms become familiar to my mind, from much reflee-
tion and & good deal of reading, 1irust I shall not be considered as ob.
teusive in presenting a few remarks on the above extract, or rather in
presenting certain thoughts, a favorable opportunity for which it presents.

Since the great upostacy, foretold and depicted by the holy apostles,
attained to manhood’s prime, or rather reached the climacteric, many
reformatipns in religion have been attempted ; some on a large and
others on u more restricted scale.  The page of history and the experi-
ence of the preseut generation concur in evincing that, if any of those
reformations began i the spirit, they have ended in the flesh. 'This
indeed, may be as teue of the reformers themselves as of thieir reforma.
tions. 1 believe, at the same time, that the reformers have themselves
heen benefactors, and their reformations benefits to mankind. 1 do
cheerfully acknowlcdge, that all they who have been reputed reformers,



