
TUiE CHtU'TIA.

aue-nd, and , Ii the spirit Of clhirsliti love, by mnutual counsel, influence-1
and exertioin, nccording to the gospel, to aid in advaneing the cause of
piety in our siate.

" It is obviotg io tCe ntosi superfßûtl observicr teho is ai el acquainted
ith& the staie of christianity and 1f the chardh of lie New Testament,
that much, very »nuch is 2canting, to bring the chrislianity and the chtirch
of the present day up to thai s1andar'd-In rhai ihis deficiency consists,
and how ii is to be remnedied, or iphethter if can be renedied ai ail, arc
the points Io be discoeered and detrrnined. Ii the deliberations intendel,
a is designed to take those subjects into serious consideration, and to
report the result by way of suggestion and advisetnent to the Baptist
christian communitv, and to the eburche to whîich the membersof the
meeting înay parncularly belong. Wo know very well that nothing
cun bu done Hght which is not done according to the gospel, or done
efecitrnlly whicl is not done by the truthorily, atid accompanied by the
htesiing of God. Vhile Und must do the work, wo desire to know, and
to acquiescu in his inanner of doing it, and submissively to concur and
obedienldy to go along withl il."

The sentences we have italiciset in the preceding extract, are sen-
telnces of no ordinary import. The first of ltem declares a truth as
evident as a sunbethn in a cell, to all whîo have eyes to see. hie second
presents a subject of inquiry of paramount Importance to all who expect
to stand before the Son of God in judgmenms h affords us no commun
pleasure to see chri-tians anakmng from their lethargie repose to the
cônsideration of such subjucts. That the fa should be acknow-
ledged and lamented, that vERY mUCit IS WANTING To BRING THE CHRiS-
TIANITY AND TH clU!Ca OF TUE PRESENT DAY UP TO THE NEw TÉSTA-
rIENT STANDARD amongbt a people So intelligent, so respectable in num-
hers, and so influentint, os the Baptist Societyrip Kentucky ; nd that
leaders of that eomniuuuty, bu erudite,so piot*arnd so influential, should
call upon their brethren to lay these things to learts and to prtpayo
themselves to nakç an efflort towards reforin, we hail as a most auspici.
ous event.

As I feel deeply interested in every effort that is made, either among
tho Baptist or Paido 3aptist societies, for the avowed object of reform,
and as this subject hms become familiar to my mind, from much reflee.
lion and a gool d< al of rading, I trust I shall not be considered as ob-
weusive in preseutong a few reinarks on the above extract, or rather in
presenting certain thoughts, a favorable opportunity for which it piesents.

Since the great apostacy, foretold and depicted by the holy apostles,
attained to manhood's prime, or r'ather reached the clinacterie, many
reformations in religion have been attenpted ; some on a large and
others on a more restacted scale. The page of history and the experi-
en1ce of' the preset generation concur in cvincing that, if any of those
reformations began in the spirit, they have ended in the fesh. This
indeed, may be us tcue of the reCormers theiselves as of their reforma-
tions. I beliere, at the same time, tiat the reformers have themselves
iten beniefactors, and their refurmations bencfits to mankind. I do
cheerfuil acknow k dge, that ail they- n ha ]wvc bein repute'd reformer


