Tl'e thtle leranan. L
There ‘had been a grea.t stlr for weeks ina
»~’quiet village near Utica in 'the Staté of New
Xork, preoedlng ‘the arrwal of- a: physician

‘and ‘his family; who 'had"decided “to~leave

2 their old home in Providence, R.1., and mi-
grate-to this ‘far western - wilderness,” as

'wwtern Now York as t,ermed in tha.t “year

‘of our Lord, 1830." :

"The village was a small one in. the midst
~of arich and prosperous fafming community.
Its mhabxtants were all from New England,
most of them having settled there within
two decades. ' There were a fow lawyers, a
Judge, several merchants, two, pastors, two
school teachers, a number of mill owners
and their employees, but, until the coming of
Dr, Stevens, no physician had as yet taken
up his residence among them. Naturally
" enough there had been great rejoicing among
the neighbors, for a year sincé. Dr. Stevens's

the town, of three acres in the town itself,
and .the building of a substantial home,

which at this time, in the autumn of 1830,.

was about finished.

In those days neighbors were nexghbora in
most -thorough fashion, Indeed the -entire
commiinity scemed -interested ' during the
month of September in deing all possible to-
ward the coming of the new doctor who had,
even during his short visit, quite won his
way into their hesarts.  When the lumber-
ing stagce-coach from Utica arrived on a cer-
tain mild afterncon in September, it did not
step first at the door of the village tavern,
‘but at-the homes of the judge, and one of the
mill bpwners,” who with

daunghters received the doctor, Mrs. Stevens
and the thrée children, as if they were old
friends, and brought them into their com-
fortable homes.~ A few days thereafter Wwhen
the loads of furniture and household goods,
which had Leen slowly ‘transported: from
thcir distant eastern horme, appeared, a com-
pany of chcerful, ready helpers, set-to work
to unpack the goods, to tack down the car-
pets, Pt 1up the curtam got the china into
the closets, and make the house rea,:ly for tlxe

. newly- welcomed family,

- The handsome maho«vany, the Chlppendaﬂe
sldeboard’ and -chairs,.. the “beautiful silver
eandlesticks, the deheate china, did nol in-
terest or surprise hhcm as much as-the -nu-
merous boxes of beoks. Some of the neigh-
bors declared they did not believe there were
go'many in a circuit of five miles as among
the dostor’s effects. :

The doctor himself, kept busy for many
hours gorting out the books, seiting.off those
on medical subjects for the shelvesin his of-
fice, which was in 2 wing of the house, and
clagsifying the scientifie, literary and classi-
cal works as they had been amnged in his

* old- home.

Few doctors who had not yeh reached the
age of fifty had so large or so well selected
alibrary as Dr. Stevens. While his practice
soon extended in all directions, and he was
frequently summoned by physicians at a dis-
tance for consultation, yet in a healthy com-
munity where simple habits prevailed, he had
oconsiderablé leisure time. This he used for

the furtherance of education among hig-

neighbors. FHimself a graduate from Brown
University, and having as his friends a cir-
cle of well-educated people, he appreciated
the advantages which he had emjoyed, and
determined to do all possible to inspire a
love of study and reading in the new com-
munity which was now his home. What one

man.or one famuy can d.o io aoco-mpliSh thiy

is surprising. -
Dr. Stevemas oldesrt dva,ughter Catherine,

bad just m.ssed her. fourteenth bxrthday She
was a bright scholar, a great reader, a-good

. :ta,lker.
-years to drivo, with her, fat‘her quite’ ofteil. as
he made: lns visits 1o, hxs patients a.nd ot~
caasionally on g Sa.turday to g0 some distanne‘ .
with. him;~On. those, drives her father. haﬂf

their wives - and.

T'HE MESSDNGDR.

pa.st ﬁfty years old 1n oonsequence of the .

lt ha.d been her ha,bit for semal

ta.ken pa.ms to talk over wibh her Scott’
storxes, Shmkespearos plays a.nd 10 remte
pcems to her, telling her the story in, thcm

: prevzous to the recital Now, -Dr. Stevens )
" proposed tha.t Katy should become & uttle 11- :
“brarian,
‘shelves in my . office,! he said, “we will cover

4 wxll, put-up another vlarge set .of

peatly two or thres hundred volumes which

are now in the parlor, then pumber them,

and lend them to the people, here, -.If you

- will gpare two ‘hours on Saturday to keep
-the names of those who take the books, and

Lelp me in this, I think we will undertake.it.’

Katy was delighted to com:ply with her

father's reguest, and st to work. at once.
In a little time the larger part of the doctor's

bOOkS . . "E . s « t‘_ N
visit, and his purchase of a large farm near -. had been transformed into a ciroula

ing library. . It was greatly - appreciated by
all, both old and. young, as there were bocks
which interested both classes. Young boys
who cared. little for reading, and who could
not gratify their taste for it, had they cared,
who were in the habit of lounging away their
time at varicus gathoxing-pla,cea in the vil-
lage, cagerly embraced this new opportunity.

The boys .and girls during.that first win-

ter began to.love books as.they had never

loved them before.
. In some homes the yo:mg folks from two

.or three families wonld gather.cnce or twice

a week while-one.of the number would read
aloud. as the boys whittled. and .ate apples,
4nd the girls ran in the wicking for the can-
dles to be made.on the morrow, or embroi-
dered. their prebtty collars, or: stitched the

boscms of their fathers' shirts, or pieced

blocks for new . comforters or bed-quilts., - -

Katy was quitein her'element as 'she dis= -

coursed to one and another on Sunday morn-
ings the ‘merits of this and that beok, advis-
ed different ones as to what she thought they
would enjoy, and rebearsed to them much

she had learned during her pleasa,nt dmves"

with her- father,

What Eaty Stevens =aid on va.r'lous sub-
jects was often quoted by onoe- and othier
among the hoys a,nd gxrls, a.nd her htcmry
opinion was unquestloneu

the trying out of lard, the putting down of

* pork and heef, the carding of wool, the mak-

ing of candles, the churning or the sewing,
and, slipping on her warm hood, and hand-
knitted moccasins—for this was before the
days of rubbers and arctics—would run over
to the doctor's office for. somse .8ood book

which the little llbrarxan would recommend

The monotony of the long winter evenings
‘was broken also by frequent talks or infor-
mal lectures, readings in the school-house
by one of the pastors, the doctor, the judgs,
or the prlqcipa.l of the village school. Before
the days of photography or illustrated maga-
zines, an ovening passed in listening 1o the
life of Scott, his boyhood, the fame which
‘came to him from tis first novels, his pur-
chage of a farm on the Tweed, the successive
additions to it until it became a great do-

main, his delight in the baronetey conferred

on him in 1820, the joy he had.in building
that: beautiful gothic, castellated mansion,
which he named Abbotsford, the stately life
he lived there for many years, the beautiful
gifts he received from Napoleon and other
noted persons, the armory and library which
he fitted up so well; all this was of great in-
terest, and enhanced the pleasure in reading
his matchless historical novels, his romances
and poems, The audiences listened sympa-
thetically as the doclor related Sir-Walter's

reverses, which came to him when he was

Many a young
_mother would 1cave her varied work at home,

fallures of his publlshera ‘and prlnters Scott’

'ha.ving made a.dva.nces from- . aud endorce-

ments for the, former and ‘having nad a se-

'Dhe stories which were appea.nng from

the pen. of. J.: Fcnimore Cooper partlcnla.rlyr_f
those relatmg to the Indians,: were also of .

great interest, for in the near vicinity were
remnants of the Oneidas, the.Cnondagas, the
Mohawks and other tribes, and the villagers
were familiar with thom. These talks wire
varied by those on noted scientists, inven-
tors, and artists, thus making the people in-
telllgefnc on all thcse subjects. The skilful
and beloved doctor and his farmly thus te-
camo a remarkable intellectual p«'mex in the
oommunity, oxerting an influence which is
felt to this day. .
Fifty. years after the time
write, in 1880, a daughter of Katy, the little

,lxbrarian made a visit to the old home of

her par ents and grandparents.” It was in the
summer time. She stopped at the village inn
and dined, then went ocut to call on two or

of which we

‘cret partnexship thh the latter, go that he o
'beoamo burdened w1th a clebt; of £150,000. -

three of those still living there who were .

friends of her mother’s in her younger. days.
lt neoded only an introduction, and the men-
tion of the fact that ghe who then presentsd
herself was a granddaughter of the dear old

of Katy Stevens, the little librarizn, to open
the hearts and homes of the people to her
In ten- minutes her belongmga were brought
from the inn to one of the most 11osp1table
of homes, and she found herself the éentre
of a cordial, interested company of cid

_ doctor, whose name was a houschold word
" in that pa-t of the country, and a daughter

i‘rlends ‘of her father's and mother's. Beforr’ .

{he sun had set over. the beeuhful wo::cled
hllls the arrival of Katy Stevens’s daughtcr
had been qmetly heralded throngh fhe vil-
la,ge a fact which SO0R.- brought elderly men
and,_women to see her. Several of these gen-
tlemen were merchaxxts or lawers in western
or southern cities and had. returned to spénd
a few. ‘weeks in the home of their childhood.

' One and another. told the "visitor ‘how the’

help from the doctor’s library; and. his and
ceher ta.lks In the school-house, and advxce
abont books which her. mother  had given
them as boys had first mspmed them to be-
stir bhemselvos and get an education to fit
them for good work in the world. )

One of theso gentlemen, who had made a

" large fortune, had presented to several towns

beautiful library huldings and filled them
with large and fine libraries, remembering
as he did, and as he oftea quoted, his own
experience of what. a mcderate but well-ge-
Jected library and an intelligent little libra-
rian had done for him.—‘The Standard.’

True QGiving.
That is no true a.lms which the hand can
hold;
He gives nothing but worthless gold
Who gives from a sense of duty!
But he who gives a slender mite, -
And gives to that which is out of sight,
That thread of the all-sustaining beauty
‘Which runs through all and doth all unite—
The hand cannot clasp the whole ot his
‘alms,
The heart outstretéhes its eager palms.

Not what we gwe but what we sha,re

For the glft; thhout the giver Is bare,

Who gives h;lmself with his alms feeds
three— 1

Himself, his hungering .nelghb_qur, and me.

—James Russell Lowell, - -




