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' forced into his measures, and tho clergy
coorced by the most severc ponaltics.—
Blen wore found in the end to take pos-
scssion of the places of those who were
cjected for opposition to his views, but
men will bo always found to underlake
and follow out any work, however base,
to which those in | swer will succeed iu
crushing opposition. If the acts of such
1mon, iotroduced by fraud into tho minis.
try ; introdaced expresely for their accor-
dance with tho viows of the roformors, or
cocreed into a pliant scrvility, is to bo
denomiaated the act of theEnglish church,
Le itso; but it is ap act thay must divest
it of every tespect in the eyesol every

| christian, who has any notion what the

' duty of a chuzch should be, and will for

| cver brand such a church with a stigma

fatal to any claim of being guided by
theso principles which always directed
the church of God.
1 remain, Rev. Sir, respectiully,
Your obedicent servant,
Catnovicus.

From the Dublin Revicw.,

DID THE ANGLICAN CHURCII
REFORM HERSELF ?
(Continged)

{ [in our last number, the reader has seen
the result of the Reformation during the
reiga of Henry VIII.  The papul supre-
macy, stigmatized asan intolerable tyran-
ny, was suppressed, and a still more -
tolerable tyranny, under the name of the

kiog’s supremacy, was established. ]

On the 27th of January, 1517, Heory
died, and was succeeded by his only son
Edwazrd, little more than uine years old,
From that moment the Reformation pro-
coeded rapidly, withont interruption or
anpediment.  There was no longer a
monarch on the throne, whose theological
knowledge or prejudice kept in awe the
spitit of innovation 3 the headship of the
Churéh. with all its duties and ¢ares, all
its powers and prerogatives, had fallen on
2 child; and that child was a mere pup-
pet in the hands of the metropolitan and
his associates of the council,—all of them
patrons of the new learning, as it was
called, cither through betief in its doc-
trines, or the expectation of profit from
its ascendancy: Cranmer could now com-

mand, even while he appcared only to
they 3 he could enjoin in the name of the

soveroign what would have been rejected
by the episcopal bench, had it come to
them under vo other authortiy than his
own. His first step was 1o draw them into
a recognition of the same spintnal supre-
mecy i the young prince,which they had
before admutted an his father. On tho
ground that lus own commussion had ex-
pired with the monarch whe gave it, he
. sohated and obtaived from Edward an-
" uthor eommission within a week from the

proclamation of the new sovereigo.  Iis
,  example provedto his brethren what was
axpested from them : and the successors
of thoapostles crewded round thé boy on
the throne, acknowledging, as their leader
had doge, that he was ¢ tho only source
of all manner of temporal and spiritual
Jurisdicton within the realm,” and re-
ceiving from his hand new commissions,

g e

with tho roward of their powo's, in the
very samo words, which, as we have al-
ready noticed, so decply shocked the or-
thodoxy of Mr. Palmer in the esse of
Bonner, in the lnst reign. Tho same
consequences followed. To prove the
sincerity of the bishops, they were sus-
pended from the exercise of their Jurisdic-
tion, till the king should thiuk proper to
restoro it; and several classes of commus-
sioners, mostly laymen, were appointed to
visit their different diocesses. In a short
time, injunctions with respect to images,
ceremonics, hiohidays, and church service,
wero issued in the name of the head of
the Church ; inquisitors of heretical pra-
vity were commissioned by him; illegal
courts wero established for the deprivation
of refractory prelates; vacant benefices
and bishoprics weroe filled with professors
of the “new learning ,” a reformed man-
nerof administering the sacrament was
ordered to be observed ; the old liturgy
was superseded by a new one; theold or-
dinal by a new one ; tho old articles of
doctrines by new ones; and six years
later, when Edward died, nothing was
wanting to complete the Reformation but
a new code of canon law ; und that was
ready for the press, but bud not yet re-
ccived the king’s signature or royal ap-
probation.

By comparing the state of the English
church at the accession of Henry, with
the state of the Church at the death of
Edward, we should be able to judge,
whether both ean, with sny appearance of
rcasen, bo taken for the same Church;
whether the Reformation in England was
only (that we may rcturn to the elegant
ilustiation of Dr. Hook,) the washing of
a person’s face in the morning, orin recl-
ity the substitution of one individual for
another,with very difierent figure,features,
and complexion.

It is nocasy matter to discover what is
requisite, in the opinien of tho Oxford
teachers, to constitute the identity of a
church. Locality is out of the question 5
if that were sufficient, the Presbyterian
Church of Scotland at the present day
would be the same with the prelate Church
of Scotland of Catholic times. To us it
appears, that, since a cestain form of go-
vernment, and of worship, and of dac-
trine, is essential to the existence of every
church, samicness of government, and
worship, and docirine, are requisite to es-
tablish the identity of a local church at
difierent periods. Certain we are, that
when no such sameness io any one of
these threo branches has been suflered o
remain, the so-much boasted identity will,
in the judgment of cvery reasonable nian,
have also ceased to exist.

1st. Now, then, with respect to church
government :—the Church of England, ot
the commencement of Heory’s reigo, ad-
mitted in the bishop of Rome, a primacy
of ord 't and jurisdiction throughout the
Catholic Church. and consequently within
this realm; the church at the close of
Edward’s reign had abjuzed the spiritual
supremacy of the pontiff, as an usurpation
and a tyranpy ; and had transferred it to
the crown, whosoever might weavr that
crown, young or old, male ot female, in-

fidel or believer. In the former churchat
was acknowledged that the bishops inher-
ited from Clrist the spiritual authorty
.requisite for the government of their re-
‘'spective dioceses, and thut thoy were
bound in duty to exercise it independently
of any tomporal authority. In the more
recent churely the bishops were the mere
creatures of the Crown, appomted hke
civil officers by patent.  The instrument
ran in these words :—+We name, make,
create, constiute, and declare N. bishop
of N. to haveand to hold to himself the
said bishopric during the term of wis natu-
ral life, if for solong o time he behave
himself well herein g snd we cmpower
him to con{er orders, to institute to liv-
ings, to exercise all wanner of ccclesias-
tical jurisdicton, and to do all thatapper-
tains to the episcopal or pastoral oflice,
over and abote the things known to have
been commited to him by God in the
Scriptures, inplace of us, in our name,
and by our royal authority,”” He wrs
next consecreted after a new form devised
by the archbishop, a form, however, the
validity of which was warmly disputed ;
and then sufered to cuter on his episco«
pal dutics; but still liable to be suspended
at any moment from the exercise of his
authority, at the pleusure of the royal
visitors, and under the obligation of con-
forming, and of making others conform,
to any injunctions on spiritual matters,
which might be delivered to him as ema.-
nating from the bead of the church. With
bishops of this description it is plain
that the whole government of the church
was in the hands of those who had pos-
session of the infaut Ling.

ond, Sumencss of worship. The old
Church followed, in the public worship,
certain well known (orins,which had been
in constantuse for many centurics. In
the new church, every thing was altered.
The ancient ceremonies were with few
exceptions abolished ; the habits of the
officiating ministers were thrown aside,
the service was read from anolher part
of the church, the altar was turned into a
table, the former ordinal was superseded
Ly 2 new one, and the sacrifice of the
taass, though authorized at first, was ex-
pelled to make room for a new liturgy.—

or demerit of these changes ; our object
is mdrely to remind ouie readers that they
were made, and that of course the same-
ness of worship, was destroyed. *In vir-
tue of an order with the royal sigaature,a
book of common prayer was also compoz-
ed, the king recommended it to the notice
of the lords and commons in parliament 3
both {Jouses joincd in attributingit to the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost,and the use
of it in every church was enjoined,and op-
position to it forbidden,under peaaltics in-
creasing  in amount for every repetition
the offence.  ‘The next yearit was re-
published with: a few alterations 5 still it
did not satisfy the reforming zeal of Bu-
cer, Peter Martyr, Jobn Alasco,and pther
[foreign divines, whose influcnce oser the
accommodating mind of ArchbishopCran-
mer Mr. Palmer feelingly deplores ; and
in less than four years it camo {orth

again in 4 new edition, with new and im-

We have no concern here with the merit;

poriant alterations, which caused it to.
| ditier still more widely from the old litur-
8Y, and from every other liturgy thathad
over cxisted, either in the western or
castern church., Prayer for the dead was
|now dropped out of the communion ser-
jvice,end of tho offico for buriul; several
junctions and ceromonies in the adminiss
{tration of baptism, and coufirmation, and
tho visitation of the sick, were omitted 3
and great care was taken to exclude from
the liturgy the soveral allusions which it
| still retained to the renl presenco of Christ
in the cucharist. In this shape the book
was republistied, and enjoined to be used
for the daily sexvice. Certainly it would
be difficult to devise two forms of worship
moro widely different than that of the old -
and this of the new church,
3rd. Sameness of doctrine. With
respect to the doctrine of the old Church
there ean be no doubt.  All agree that she
laught the very same doctrines which
were afterwards embodied in the creed of
Pws IV. “Those very points,” says Dr.,
Bramhall, *which Pius I'V., comprchend-
ed in a new symbol or creed,wero obtrud-
ed upon us before, by Ins predecessors, as
necessary articles of the Roman faith,and
required as necessary articles of their
communion,” The doctrines of tho new
Church may be learned from the forty-
two articles published in the last year o
the reign of Bdward. Compare the two,
and you will find, that if they agree
several points, they also contradict each
other in several,and that religious opinions
a-¢ sanctioned in the latter, which would
have subjected their advocates to the pe-
nalties of heresy during the prevalence of’
the former, Buthere weare unespeciedly
met by the new theologians, denying the
authority of the forty-two articles, and
:declaring that ¢ no new formulary of
doctrine whatever, was published by
autherity of the Church during tho
whole reign of Edward. What! were
they not published under the title of “Ar-
ticles, whic h were agreed to in the synod
of London, in the year 1552, by the bish-
lops and other godly and learned men, to
root out discord of opinions, and es-
tablish the agreement of true religion ?”
Undoubtedly they were, but this title
they tell us, was a pious fraud, em~
ployed by the council to induce a be-

lief that the articles had beea approved
in convocation, whereas they were only

approved by fome of the members, whilst
the convocation was sitting: a fraud of
which the archbishep of course was inna-

cont, and which he severely condemned.
Well, be it so, to our argument 1t mat-

ters Jittle.  Certain it is, that the articles
were published by authority of the head
of the church, and at the petition of the
arch.bishop ; that the clergy of esery dio-
cese were ordered to subscribo them; and
that the universities were forbidden to ad-
mit any man to his degree, till he had
sworn that “he would ook, upon them as.
true and certain, and would defend them
inall places asagreeing with tae word of
God,” What better authority than this,
was there for most of the religious inno-~
vations which had beeat established 2 Nor
canit avail Mr, Palmer, to assert as ho
does, that thy articles were “unly subscris.




