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THE CATHOLIC.

to Peter that of heaven, with power 1o open or
shut its gates @ to Luther that of the bottomless pit;
with powoer indeed to open, but never to shut.—
The high commissiens too of hoth were granted for
quite opposite merits and purposes . Peter’s, for
affirming, and to affirm ; Luther’s, for denying
and to contradict. Peter’s, to build up, and pre-
serve entive © Luther's, to pull dewn, scatter and
destroy.

For the same oppasite purposes were their com-
missions to be transmtted to their successors. —
Peter’s, transmitted to his enceessors, hasall alungll
preserved the unity and stability of the faith ﬂ"di
the church founded on bim, the rock, is <till and,
will ever remain, the same firm and wdissoluble:!
fabric ; or, accordiug to Saint Paul, the pillur on.t
ground of truth. 1 Tim. ni. 15. Luther's. con-!
sisting wholly in denial and contradiction, trans-
mits to his followers an equal right to deny and
contradict.  Hence all with them is wrangling,
discord and contention - often ending in civil broils,
rebellion, war and bloodshed. *“ The bottumless
pit,” says Bishop Walton, a Church of England
dignitary, ¢¢ seems to have been laid open : whence
Jocusts with stings have issued forth ; a numerous
race of sectaries and heretics ; who have renewed
all the heresies of old ; and added 1o them new and
monstrous opinions of their own,” &c. See his
Polyglot, Prolig, &c. Indeed, heresies in former
ages came but singly forth ; nor had the Church
to contend but with one, or two at a time. But,
ever since Luther’s reformation was broached,
she bas had to work her way through endless grow-
ing swarms of such: a motley, clamorous, and
discordant crew : agrecing together in nothing
but in their fell hatred and opposition to her, the
Church of the Redecmer. .

By the Protestant’s rule of fuith, the scripture |
which, rightly understood, isthe infallible word « { ;
God, instructing us in our belicf, and directing us
inow practice ; is thus laid before us asa snare :
Just as it was before the Saviour himself by the
original terapter ; Mat. vi, whoever strives to turn
all our bliss to bane, in opposition to God, who
turns all our bane to bliss.

In the mouths of the Saviour's (rue pastors,
whom he commandsus to liear, as we would bim-
self, Luke x. 16, the scriptutc is the word of life.
But in the mouth of the devil quoting it {o tempt
the Saviour ; and in the mouths of the fiend’s in-
spired interpreters 5 the same scripture becomes
the impoisoned source of death ; as Saint Petes
clearly testfies, where menticning Saint Paul’s
epistle, inwhich, saxs e, there are certain things
Bard to br understood ; rwhicle the unlearned, and
unstable wredt, as they de other seriptures to their
own perdition - 1 Peter in. 13, 16, tor, as he de-

\an imaginary foundation. ‘Flic truthis, as Saint

only, or the written word. But their rule itself,
the foundation, on which they build their faith, is
no where  grounded on scripture ; otherwise, Jut
them shew me in all the scripte where we are
commanded to hold nothing as our rule of fuith,
but seripture ; and that too as interpreded by every
man of sound jadgement,  Liet them shew me also
where seripture declares jtself fo be, what they
believe it. the entire recealed word of Glody since,
‘o its own testimony we find that several books of
it have been lost,  And Saint Paul mentions, as
‘the revealed word of God, since be commands us!
Ao stand fust bythem.  Traditions learned by word,
cus well as by epistle—2'Thess, ii. 14, Let thom

prove to me, m fine, from scripture that the ouly

books of it, which they retain, are genuine scrip-
ture ; and those, which they reject, spurious,  Til)

ithey do this, which they never canj; they mr st -
own that their rule stself of furth is not g ovnied
fon scripture ; and that tkerctore the other articlcsh
of their faith, as built upon that rule, are notd
grounded on scripture ; but on a fulse bottom, and

. it
: Augustine observes, we must believe the Church,

before we can believe the scriptures.  From hert’
we have received them as thewritten word of God;
and as such we acknowledge them only on the !
authority ofher declaration. !

gree with me that no scripture can be a sure Rule!
1¢f Faith, which is Hable to be misunderstood.'
| But al} scripture is l'able to be misunderstood with-|
- out an infallible interpreter.  Is every Protestant|
‘then, that infullible interpreter 7 Assuredly not.|

| Is any Protestant an infullible interpreter? \Vho"ha

,daressay hie is? ‘Fhienno Protestant is sure thathe,
-rightly understands the scripture. ‘Then no Pro-
testant can pretend to have a sure Rule of Faith,

Protestants eay their Rule of Faithis Seripture,
as understevd by every man of sound judgment.,
y Are Protestants then, the only men of sound judg-l
iment in the world > Isno Cathulic a man of souna’
ljudgmenc? §'.oul’ hie be so, then they mustown,
"that Lis interpretation is as good as theirs. ‘Then,.
‘aceording to their Rule of Faitk, two contradictory
interpretations are equally true.

Ii

i

Xf, as theiv rule directs, every one is to abide by,
jno interpretation, but Lis »wn ; for on this plea did,
Ithey reject the iaterpretation of the Catholic Church;
why do so many of them abide dy Luther's inter-
"prefation, and call themselves Lutkerans ; others
by Cahin's, and call themselses Calenusts : as|

They say their faith is grounded on scripturei bundred years by all her pastors and

| Inintellect, colour, in size, shape and featu

people 5
lions and mitlions of mien of as sound judgment, e
Protestants ; should receive, as a surer testumons,
the whimsical, ever-y arying and contradictory n.
terpretation of every dogmatizing quack, and sclt
commissioned  Apostle : that, refusing scriptun
as their rule of fuith, with the interpretation of suct.
a Church; the Church of all ages and of all nation-,
since our Saviours time ; they should tuke it, a<
such, cach with his own private interpretation 5 o
witis that of whomsaever he thinks a better guesse,
t'au himselt ! But this, however unaccouniul!
ou* Saviour has told us, would be the case. ¢
ton. e the pame of my father, says he, and you re
ctir me qot.  If anolker shall come in Mis ow
r.me ; him you will receive. John v, 43.
T'o be continued

PADDY O'RAFFERTY'S EXPOSTULATION
Come talk of your Catholic brethren with caudour:
Nor pelt us thus ever with obsolete slander®
In falschonds dark devious path would you wander
So wilfully headlong, cries Paddy O’Rallerty !

Don’t you sec. I'm in all things your poss fellow creature,,
re;

Nay a christian and countryman;_morc than f»y naturc
Y‘uur ownycry brotheris Paddy O'Ratterty.

Or would you upbraid me for crecds that are spurious,
Invented by malice ; which bigotry furious

ould hang round my shoulders, aslabels mjunous,
So cruclly to shame your poor Paddy O’Rafferty.

Still, trin’d by my churel, have I patiently borne

The Protestant Rule of Fuith, besides, isa mOSlii "Lhese wrongs and put up with unmerited” scorn;
unsure and fallacious one.  For, in this must all a-|i E'rom the loveof my coun(tl?;'and King never torn;

Sv loyal withal is your Paddy O’Rafferty.

BIDLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS.
Continued
DEUTERONOMY:

Chapter21—Verse 6. Zhe tweashimg of their
nds by the ancienls over the heifer that was killed
in the valley; together with the solemn protesta-
tivn of thew innucenee, declaring that their hand<
did nwt shed the blood: nor their eyes seethe murde-
of the person slaing as also their praver , Be merci
Julto thy people Isracl, wiom thou hast vedeemed,
O Zord; and lay not innocent blood to their charge,
in the midst of thy people Israel! Al this scems
tp allude to the final repentance of the Jews, for
the murder perpetrated near their city; not hy them
as they wili some day plead; but by their ancec-
tos 3h whose domgs they took, and take o share
T'hen shall be verified the prowise of loraiveness,
over the blood of their expiatery victin: the guill
of blood skall be taker from them,

Verse, 22, When a man hath committed a crime
Jor which he is to be punished with death; and
being condemned to die, is hanged on a giblet: kv
body shall not remain upon the tree: but shall be b
.ricd the same day. for heis accursed of GQod, che

~—e

It hangeth on a tree.

The Saviour bore alone in his person crucified:

do also the #Fesleyans ; the Whitfieldites ; Came.| and in his dead humanity, suspendedon the cross:

V. N ; i the whole iniquity of the human race, the nl)Ii(.-cl o
ironians; Alugglefonians ; Sowtheotonians ; and o God’s malediction.  He took upon himself the 1To

clares inanother place, no prophecy of scripture
18 of prwate interprdtativn —2 Peter i, 20. In
such distinet and pesitive terr s does Christ's Chief
apostle condenim the arbetunnier s snam
£ading principle.

But let us take a nearer view of the Protestant’s)

rule of faith; and see to wlhatalss
£ads all those who fullow jt.

id extremes it

{iby hat of the several worthies, men or women, au-!

{| thors of the seots, to which they belong ; and which
and

\l. beerptaught an

'thousand others ; who squarce their faith, not ever | ly ane our guilt, together with our nature. which
one by lis own interpretation of the scrpture ; but, bisd vffended; i order 0atone fur it in that ven
nature which had offended: and baving by hisdeati

_cancelled ian’s debt of punishment due “to divie:.
, Justices lus body was to remain no longer a s ecta-
thear the names of their several founders. « cle of ignominy upon the gibbet, but to be -buried
Strange, that they, who can reject, as fallible) forthwith the same day, as the law ordained; andas
tand uncertain, the unifonn and never varying in-j Va8 the easc at hiscrucifixion. . ’
- ying in-p Chapler 22—Verse 13, From this to the end o

has i, the chapler; ircluding the first verse of the follow
d believed for upwards of cighteen ng one § would ask our Bible peddling Orthodex,
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tterpretption ot the Catlwlic Church, which



