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CII don't understand, you, Eric," answered James, with a slight,
shade of anrioyance crossing his face. '< Yobà speakz plainly, but
I must coutfess X fail to see your ground for sucli a statement. I
amrn ot aware that I amn doing anything of the sort."

CINo," replied Erieson, CIneither wvas I aware when I did the
sanie thing. You say God bas not the will to reveal limiseif to
you ; then what do 1{is promises mean ? Absolutely nothing 1
When Nve say a mani promises what lie lias the power, but not
the intention to perforni, it is generally understood to be equiva-
lent to, sayixig lie does flot speak the truth. God says, 1 Ilim that
corneth unto Me 1 will in no %vise cast out.! You say Rie casts
you out; ergo, God-"

CI<Nonsense, Erice! interrupted James; Ilyou know I don't
mean that."

<, Well, there is the fact. Whether you mean it or not, you
certaiuly do it. You say Wt is decreed that you shal flot find
God; therefore you niaintain that Hie lias placed you here with
the deliberate intention to ereet between you and Heaven a
barrier, over which it is utterly impossible for you to pass. Wliat
is that but robbing Eim of justice, honour, and truth ? lIn fact,
you rob lIim of every attribute bu 't power. If any human kiug
were to act as you say God acts, lie would be universally
exeerated and hated. No, James; it must be eitlier one thing
or the other; either God has both power and 'will to lead you
into knowledge and truth, or lie is flot worthy thie name of God.
Either He is Goodness, or 'He is a mere omnipotent Tyrant.
Which is it? "

'"qWell, allowing tliat le is ail goodness, and that the obstacle
to a perfect knowledge of FIim lies in nxyself, -%liat difference
does it make to me if I caunot discover and remove that
'listacle ? " denxanded James, xnoodily.

Ci Every difference. By sayiug and believiiaig that God bas not
the will to reveal Himselfy to you, you throw ail responsibility on

i, and are careless as to the consequences; but by allowing
that the obstacle is in yourself, you will neyer cease searchiug
for it, and are therefore sure te find it. It makes all the differ-
ence between life and death, darkness and Iight." Rue spoke
warmly, and James looked ab hini inquiringly.

"Do yen think you know whlat, the hindrance is, Etie?
"lYes, I do. 1 believe it is the saine with you as it was with

nie."


