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CANADIAN WATER POWER AND ITS ELECTRICAL PRO.
DlJCT IN RELATION TO TUE IJNDEVELOPED

RESOURCES OP THE DOFU1NION.*

Canada with a smnall population and insufficient
capital lias uîCerthicless hcld a forcmnost position in the
products of the forests and the fishieries, as -%yeti as ini tile
quality of those ccreals and fruits wvhicli attzin thecir
highiest devclopmncnt iu a northcrn latitude. In live
Stockst Slia flU ot suflcred by couiparison w'ith any
othcr portion of this continent, wliilc in dairy products
she is precniiinît. If she lias flot, uintil rccntly, inade
Illucl progress in interai devclopmcîît, it lias been
D'ore front wvalt of ilioncy tlîaî of ines. If slîe lias
been long ini attaining a position as a inanufacturing
country, it is accouinted for by the fiscal and fitiancial
conditions of a sparselv-settled country. tie sinalltîess
Sia hîonte market, and tule coinlpetition of greater capital
and out-put, and therefore clicaper production clsevhcre.
Amigst the niany partially dcveloped resources of
Canada, perlîaps tliere is iione nUire widesprcad or more
far réaching in future restilts than lier tsurpassed
watcr power. Thec valtie of tlîis lias beeîî enorniously
cilîianced, first by the expansion o! the wood pulp mnanu-
facture, anîd thec introduction of clectro-clîeniical and
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tietalluirgical industries for wliicli this country possesses
the rawv niaterial; and, muore recctltv, by the revolution
Whliclî lias been brotiglit about by success ini tranismîit-
ling tie eîiergy o! water faits front reiote and incoti-
venient positions to tiiose wlierc the work, is to bc (lotie.
Elctrical transmnissionî briîîgs the power to thîe vor<,
atid wlieni the prime tiover is water, wc have the clicap-
est poiver, and( perlîaps iarest approach to perpetuial
tmotiotn whlicli it is possible to obtain-ot wlîich is
-always "on ftp,' andl, like -ravitv. inaiîîtaiîied witloutit
cost anid aJphed Nvitliouit delav.

At cxauiîîationi o! aui good iiiap of our broad
Dotîiniiioi, reveals. as it-, iniosi siriking featuire, an
ev\traiordin.irv wealt h and rcxîîa-riiblv uinlterruiptc(l
suIccession of lakes and rivers. suggestive of ample rajîl-
fafl, thte flrst grcat rcquîisite ini the occupation o! any~
couitry. This 'featuire wouild bc still more itîîpressivc
if ail the waters could bc shown on the tmail. ( t'c'- large
areas otily the more imuportanît rivers have beeîî explored
and delinecated; wlîile lu the surveyed districts îiianv are
necssarily oîîîitted to Icave rootu for other informia-
tioni to be giveii. These rivers antd lakes have becti the
niost iiportauit factors iliile settietîxett of thîe country,
as thicy fornied the carliest uines of approach for tie
l)enetration and exploration of the jîlterior, and for file
exploitationi of our forests. The lunmberînali folloiwec
the trapper and tlie fuir trader. ithe axe supplaîîted the
rifle, atnd tlitis thec country %vas opeîîed uip by mîen Nvilo
kîîew 'lot olY wvhere to begin, but, by tlîcir Calliîg.
wverc best cquipped as pioters. The froiîtier, -iliere
flot already occupied by the Frenchi, wvas nccssarily
rapidly settled ini the first place b% ' the Loyalists O! I;76,
whio could flot stand uponti e order of tlîeir departure
,iftcr tlieir houlies wcre confiscatcd. Tliese foiud tile
rivers tliir carliest friends, froîni wlîctice tliev Ohtailied
thte imcans of slielter anîd o! eniploynient in the only ini-
dustry by wltiich illoney Couild then be obtained, viz.,
Ille floating of tituber atd oash to Montrent anîd
Quecbcc.

Over a lictgtli of several tliotisaid muiles between
Labrador and Alaska and over a wvidth of. several
huiîdred utîiles, tlîert, is ait alniost continuioîs distribti-
tion o! lakes, lakelets alid rivers-tîe lakzes of varied
otiiiies, dimensions and elevations above sca levcl,
anîd înany possessing facilities for the storatg-. of thîcir
flood waters. This power o! storage lias beeti largely
takecn advantage of by lunibernien to retain the necded
sîîppîy for tlîeir spring "drive," into the nmaitn streain.
lititnaiîy places the outiet front the lake, or the cotn-
ilection between a cliain o! lakes, is a narrov.' cle!t in
rock wviere an inexpensive daîîî will hold back the
water supplied by the wvintcr's accumulation o! snowv.
Witli the exception of lier prairie region, the rivers of
Canada differ fromn the Mississippi, Missouri, anîd Ohio,
and the larger part o! their tributaries, ini tit they are
iiot riaturally navigable from tîxeir ruouthis, or above


