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Professional men shy at the word publicity^ and 
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the fTct that the engineers as a whole cannot perform the r 
full duty to the community until the community is well- 
informed concerning what has been done and more than 
this, what can be done in the way of better water 
better sewers, better roads, better bridges. The public 
uninformed little knows of the infinite variety of devices 
perfected by the engineer which have improved he* , 
comfort and prosperity. While the individual engineer 
may not properly exploit his own J€J
association of which he is a member has a duty to itself, 
to the public and to the members to put out clearly an 
frequently statements acceptable to the daily press which 
systematically bring about the proper appreciation of
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civic conditions, through better laws, 
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to do. who devote their livesOur professional men, the men 
to the highest good of the community and whose greatest 
reward is not in their pay but in the performance of duties 
to the commonwealth, must be protected from the cheap 
man, the bungler, the charlatan, the quack, the man who 
is trying to commercialize the profession. To do this 
must have and must enforce an ethical code.

we

Ethics is a word which has been too little heard at 
We know that there is such ameetings of engineers, 

thing and that in the profession of law and medicine the 
local organizations are frequently discussing and app y- 
ing the principles of their ethical codes. They have found 
it absolutely essential to protect the man who puts the 
practice above the pay from the person who would drag 
him down and literally starve him out. By experience 
they have learned that the shyster, and the charlatan 
easily get the ear of the public and if not restrained will 
reduce the profession to a mere trade. The highly skilled 

devoted to his profession in many lines would be 
it not for the fact that the 

held in check by the enforce-

man
practically unknown, were 
horde of cheap men were 
ment of a firm code of ethics.

“It is not enough to set forth a code of ethics as a 
lamp to straying feet. It is necessary to make it worth 
while for wobbly practitioners to live up to the code.

“Mere moral suasion no more suffices to keep the pro­
fessions straight than public opinion suffices to keep the 
peace. In either case, tribunals and punishment are 
necessary. The good in each of the professions ought to 
be organized in order to pursue and harry the bad.” (See 
“The Making of the Professions,” by Edward Alsworth 
Ross, in the International Journal of Ethics, October, 
1916, pages 67-81.)

In conclusion my message to you is one of apprecia­
tion for the excellent work which your society has done 
and is doing in inspiring other organizations to greater 
activity. My mission is to call to the attention of all en­
gineer the fact that we must adjust ourselves to the rapid 
changes which are taking place, and to do this we must 
get together, exchange ideas, devise standards of efficiency 
and discuss how each organization, as well as each in­
dividual, can reach this efficiency.

To accomplish large,results each society should send 
its delegate to a general meeting and should pay his ex­
penses, this for the present being the limit of its financial 
ability. Later, however, with the strengthening of each 
society such as comes from mutual co-operation, it will 
undoubtedly be possible for each to contribute its share 
to the expense of a travelling field agent or lecturer, in­
spector or organizer, as you may’please to call him. In 
the meantime we hope that patriotic and far-seeing men 
will voluntarily contribute toward carrying on this work 
of co-operation. It necessarily costs something, even 
though merely for postage stamps.

The engineer, as in the case of every other individual 
in modern society, to keep up to the times, and to achieve 
his ideals, must unite with his fellows and in turn his 
associations must co-operate and secure the strength and 
inspiration which comes from good organization. In this 
way alone will we be able to perform our highest duties 
to ourselves and to the community.

«

AN OPPORTUNITY IN FRANCE

A firm in France is anxious to get into touch with 
in Canada who could take charge of the building

A man with
someone
of small steamships for a large concern, 
boat building experience is desired. I his is a splendid 
opportunity.' Knowledge of the French language would 
be an advantage. Those interested are asked to com­
municate in the first instance with Jas. J. Salmond, 
president of The Canadian Engineer, 62 Church Street, 
Toronto.
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