
ffl THE CANADIAN ENGINEER

the late Rev. Dr. McGregor was making one af his
usu-.1l visits ta the people aiong the banks af the East
River, he discpvered what afterwards proved ta bô iran
ore, and aiter consulting With Richard Smith, manager
of the General Mining Association at Albion Mines,
they startcd in search af the suppascd minerai, which,
when found, wvas sampied, and a barrel afi t, takeàn
principaily froin the Grant & Macdonald farms At
Bridgeviile, wvas sent over ta the old country ta. be an,-
alyzed. It %vas nat very lang before a mast favarablé
report wvas received, accarnpànied by a snuff box, razar
and a pen-knife, madefram',tbe sampie sent.

H.- S. Poole, manager of the Acadia Coal Company,
says that an receipt af the report' the General Mining
Association voted £xi,ooo for the erectian af a blast fur-
nace, which wvas erected at Albion mines, an tbe narth
side ai*the faundry, in front of an archway'now bricked
up. The furnp.ce, accarding ta Raderick MacKay, of.
Fox Brook, and -%ho bas seen 8.5 winters, wvas farty
feet bigh and eight feet in diameter at the hoshes. »It
wvas lined ta the thickness of one foot with fire-brick,.
backed %vith a course aof stretcheis, between ivhich
there was a space of four inches 1 filled'with, sand. The
casinq %vas samne twenty inches thick, buit with red
brick andsmoone, and hooped with:large iran bands. An
inclined'way with iran rails led- to the top af the fur-
nace for charging purposes. The ore use 'd was mixxed
at what is now kàown as Iraný Ore' -Past Office, where,
in somne places, it *is naturally, èxposed. «This ore, known
as red hematite,-%vas mixed, with some brown hema-
tite taken frani the-Fraser "SÈaddler" faim.at.Bridge-
ville; it wvas then taken. dýown ta Albion Mines-' by ay
af McLellan's Brook. The fareimeù,ernÈ1oyèd-in ie-
in- thé ores used were 'Robert- Davidson,,-AIexander
Purvis, .John English and jaffes . McDoùaid, 'aill afi
Bridgeviiié.

The lirnQsýtane used- was take.n ftam -the-farni of
the liate ThOnias MacKenzie,. at :Rivertan, and cht côa 1 .
from the -ald -bye pit, near the present- Ford pit.- Thbe
blast for -the furna*ce -%vas taken froni the foundry
engine. This engine .was erected; in 1828 and con-
tin ued ta, be used until 1872, Whennew. machine sbops
were built.

The flu of 1829 saw everything.in-readiiness and à
start was made, but great difficuity was experienced i n
getting the metal- ta flow, but~ after maüy failures suc-
cess crowned their efforts. The furnaceman in charge,
one Jerry Quinfey, an Irishman by birth, was brought
out froni the Old Country, and sa far as I can léarn
seenis ta have been an Iod' hand " at furnace work.
He was a low set mian, with scars and burns fram head
ta foot, but he had that bad 'habit, so prevalent aman3g
men, the free use of bad language . Mr. Mackay says
that he ivas the aniy man that-would face the hot metal
as it flowed fromn the furnace into the mouids or beds
made af sand. Seven or eight tons a day was con-
sidered a goad output, but the iron niade did flot corne
Up ta the expectatians af the-promaters, it being hard
and very difficuit ta work. The-trouble iay principaiiy
in the insufficient amaunt of silicon inthe iron.

After having made some fifty tons, it is said that
one.night the mien gat drunk and. ieft 'the fuinace ta
take care ai itself, 'whichît did for ail time ta came, ýfor
they found or resuming work that the, furnace.was coid.'
and the metal in one solid mass, or as a furnaceman
wouid bay, "a]]fozen Up." An attenipt was miade to,
re-heat her, but invain,.and thus ended the wvrking af
the first'-biast'fuirnace in Pictau caunty.

Iii r885 it was taken dowvn and alarge coal lire
but around. the mass af iran,.and as it, bçcame 'hented
water was thrown upon it, 'breaking- it up ita: small
cakes ; in thismannier the iran was removed. The.dis-
covery ai gold inz86o Ied ta a. demfand for.hard iran,
and we are informed that some véry superiar stamp.
heads were made from this aid mass, and currnt repo*rt
confirms Prof. How's statement ;that "lstampers ýof a
quartz mil( at Waverley made.ai it, 'had been- pro..
nounced ta le~ ten t 'ines mare durable than Belgian.
iran." Froru a sampie af this,.aid, irani I obtnined the
faiiowing analysis: Silicon, 0.4.09.; manùganese, o.so4,-.
soiphur, r.238; phpsPhorus, -Ô.788; graphite carbon;.
a'668; combined, 1.295; metaliiciran,. 95.o98 per cent.

-In.âddition.-to the plant. referred. ta, acco.rding. ta
Mr. Poale, -preparations .were made--for aperating an a,
more extende d S'cale. *A blowing engine wvas imported,
the air-cylinder ai which remained.iying on-the. bank
of the river where it had..been. landed 9ver haif a
.century before, .until 1884, vfhen-it was brtiken.up; brut
the:stean Irylindèr ànd--beaut - erc utilized:in Goidop' s
puimping.engine,; at t:he bye pit Qi ttie second lift ai
warkings, afterwards»kùownas ihe "lCrushed Mines;"
and the biâst ,pipes found service -as -a copduit for the
lrst fll on theAibion Mine.Railroad 1elow Neiv Glàs-

gaw, wheie,-doubtless, they imaystl'b'Çud
-Fr;mýtheJaihire ai fthe fuirnac -in. 1829..until, 1875

no definite wark was -ac7conýplished in çlevéiopingthe
iran resources- of-iea-Ea.st '.River, bautl drn ùgthèsè-j'eàrs
the yaung men sa.w vision.s andl.ihe bld' fiienx.dreamed
dreams of the tiiewhen bia.skfuinaceszýwould be eected.
*aiongtýhe-bankso aithe river.. In. -x87. -We fund in. the.
Dominion- Statutes, vol. :3, chap.'9,, An Act to.incor-
por4te' the-Pictôu:Caal and lr6ni-Cârnpa ny, or-the«pur-
pose oi-mih.ine.çcoal-aùàd. àira fo r-manufacturifig'iron
inits varions branches. Alsaia'céonstruct, àraiIwayo
tramway eithér'of wvaod or. iran, from -its."mines-or de-ý
posits in the CountyofPictouta somepoint orjunctio.n
with the I.iC..Railway, . at or ntar Hope*eill"

Extensive explora.tions .wèie carried an under tho
supevisofa Dr. ý(4o0 Sir 'Wiiliàm) Da:wson,-and for

several.yearslaterbyDr. Gilpirn. 'Valuable discoveries
were-niade of spathic, spéàular,,ied -and: brÔwn -berna-
tite ores, varying froin frve ta thîrty feet- inthickùess,
and from 45 to 6o 'per cent.. bni metallic irôn,; bùt flot-
witbstanding.-thé, highiyfavoredrepo.rts, -both:-practicai
andeanayti.ali theitou:-Caal àund'Iran' Co çouid noi
raisesufficient capital-; .progressý was 1stàyed,.anýd thé
once'bright prospect faded away.

In 1882 Thomas Burioaws, havibg on his niind the
b.oilding ai a furnace, in order ta make steel direct.frorn
the are, baught a plat of ground at>St. Paul's, threw, up
trenches, set praspectôrs and miners ta work miniflg
and draggiùg are. -Speaki.ng afterWards of bis -failùrè,
he sayàs: IlNev parties then enteed'the >field", and, 4y
changing -the course ai the river, cut -off my supply ai
water,,andblasted myhoôpes .forever."

As we look back at-the progress we are makinig,
aur hearts beat- faster,; -%v see capitalists -growing mare
and more sanguine, for i 't *as ini 'î885. thatJ. H.*Bart-
lett becanie interested, and, through his, 'untïring:, efforts
a campany was formed to.develop our.iines. Analyses
ai aur. ores werè -laid'b'efore English anid'Americah cap-
italists, but, I.regret tosay, without success ;.they.were
afraid tainvestýtheirmtoney.in ur couitryi Buit hy-?
They must.have known -that withizi a radius-o£ 15 miles.
coal, liniesýtone, ore, a wa 'ter supply, anti -everything re-
quired .ta maire good and cheap iron ,côuld "'be obtained.


