Ulomen versus Lowen.

It is mearly twenty-five years since
a powerful series o? articles on ** Modern
Women  appeaced from week to week
in thc London, ‘*Saturday Review.”
1Two volumes fo these Ilssays were re-
printed In New York, and had a large
circulation, while many of them were
copled Into Canadian Journals, amd
occasioned much discussion nmong both
male and female readers.

The first article of the series wax
entitled ** The Girl of the Period,”” and
wus followed by about eighty papers,
which for a leng period enticed the
fashionable world to buy the ** Re-
view ™ weekly., As women are often
said to be the kecnest enemies of women.
no one was much surprised to lenrn a
few yoears ago that the writer of most
of the bitter articles on the ** Woman
Question ” was a woman—Mrs. Sifza-
bath Linton, better known as Mrx,
Lynu Lintoy, an extremely clever novel-
ist, and Essayist. Nuaturally cnough,
many counterblusts to Mrs. Linton's
merciless philippies were published:
notably a volume entitled ** Essays in
Difence of Women,” which consisted of
well-written contributions to ** The Im-
periad Review.”

If tiiere was two much exaggeration
on thc part of the °* Saturday,” there
wus too much extenuation on the part
of the * Imperial ” writer, who from
it chivalrous but undiscriminating re-
gard for the hounour of the fair sex,
wenl t6sc far in dcn;’ing many truth-
ful charges against the fashionable
world of London. About the sume time
ws these essays appeared, there wus
published * Femmes Savanteset Iem.
mes Studienses.” Iu this work the
author showed no wish that woman
should be aun inferior imitation of
man. His ambition wus not so much
to alter entirely, as to improve practi-
cally, her actuanl condition.
be content to sec.her what Wordsworth
has described,

‘¢ A creature not too wise or good

FFor buman nature’s daily food;"

1f, however, we are to believe “ady
Cavendish, and the Duchess of Bedford
literally—and we must remember that
thelr revelations were made at a Church
Congress—the fashionable women of
londort are dajly disgracing their sex,
amd shocking the moral sense of the
community. The two ladies above-
mentioned assert in unqualified terms
that women of rank and Iashion, in
order to recruit their exhausted encr-
gles, and stimulate their jaded nerves,
hinve recourse to * pick-me-ups’ carly
in the day, in addition to brandy and
soda during the afterncon, and cham-
pagne cte., ** ad libitum * at a late din-
ner, Lady Cavendish, moreover, de-
claree that, in accordance with a new

He would
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fashion, ladies, bhoth young and old,
quit the dinner table for the smoking-
room, and share with gentlemen not
only ‘the eigars, but also the spirits.
As these d¢ not seem powerful enough
to induce sleep, chloral, chlorodine, and
morphine e taken in secret. We hope
and beleve thul the two aristoeritic
speech-makers have exaggerated the
evil that they denounce, and bave illo-
gically, like 'many other womenr de-
duceC a general conclusion from a few
particular instances. They admit that
nLeavy drinking has been abandoned by
the men; and, if this is the case, it
seemes highlly improbable that husbands
and brothers who have reformed their
own habite should encourage the same
bad habits In their wives and sisters.
Such accusations were never made even
by Mrs. Linton against ¢ The Girl of the
Period,”” and no rcason has as yet been
assigned why, as the century is draw-
ing to a close, the morals of Engliah
ladics should have become more de-
generate,

Example goes further than percept
or cven sweeping denunciations (which
latter invarably defeat their object,) and
certainly it will take more to convince
us, that the fair sex.in England had
—contrary to the advance ia sobriety
with the men~receeded to the debau-
ched times of the First R<o~ges, thun
the violent declamations of one or two
of the sisterhood, who like certsin birds
like to foul their ow nest,

From London Queen.

THE FASHIONS.

Evening dresses are made short waisted,
with elbow gleeves, or large short sleeves
in one puff, on many of which are capes
lined with a contrasting color to the *:a-
terial, and so cut as to form a point on
the centr Most low bodi-
ces have wide velvet belts reaching almost
to the armpits, and finished off with tows
on the side. With regard to capes, they

of the sleeve.

are used because jackets would spoil the
wide sleeves.

There are plenty of pretty dresses, some
for insta-ice quite in the Empire style made
of a black and blue stripe, with a gold
and blue galon brought up in a point un-
der the hust having bands of the sama
dividing the puffs of the sleeve. Others are
of black sitk trimmed with dark green vel-
vet and edged at the hem with a ruche
of net, divided here and there Ly tabs of
under

#ilk,

the above velvet to match the

leeves  having  over-sleeses  of
edged with jet.

Ow- illustrations represent two winter
dresses i—

No. 1. Black and hiclitrope spotted dress
oraamented with jet and helitrope velvet.

No. 2. Green cloth dress trimmed with

shot wvelvet,



