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N 0 less an authority than Alex. Mc-Neill, chief of the fruit division at
Ottawa, is ini favor of oats as a cover crop.
He says they corne on quickly ini the fail in
spite of dry wveather or trainpling by apple
pickers, and the fact of their dying in the
fail is an advantage rather thian othierwise,
as there is nothing to prevent the farier
going on with the disc ini sprilng.

From personal experience I can sec the
advantage of the above. Iii spite of ail we
niay lecture, the fact remains that the aver-
age fruit grower only gets bis orchards
about haîf plowed before seeding, whcn lie
lias to stop and bcnd ail bis energies to get-
ting the spring seeding done. By tbe trne
t1he rush is over the land is liard, and if not,
so bard tlîat it is impossible to plow, tlh*%
land bàas lost a large ainounit of its valuable
mnoisture. If the orcliard wcre seedcd witlî
oats tiiere is notlîing to prevent giviTlg the
orcliard a couple of strokes w'itli the disc
before seeding, anîd the straw wvilI prevent
aly damlage bcing donc by the tranîpiîîg of
the liores.

The question: "How shah we main-
tain the fertility of our orchiards?" wvill

l)e asked by ail wvhîo licard MIi. Caste 'mi.

of Uhe Ontario Fruit Growers' Associati' mu,
îîîake the stateient tlîat a large number ol
the orcliards, 'especially in the older sectiuons
of Ontario, are starving for lack of planit
food, and tlîat in miany cases the deteriora-
tion of certain varieties is principally dcil
to lack of food. A statement of this kiid
conîing frorn such an influential fruit growcr
slîould cause us to pause and reflect on lioiv
w-e can econoxîîically provide this plant foodi
for the trees.

Some say, use stable rnanure. That is ail
riglît as far as it goes, but is not a compiec
manure for orcliards, hiaving an insufficienit
amount of potash, and under our prescint
systemn of growirig leguminous cover crops,
much more ilitrogen tlian is necessary. Butt
the cliief argunent against its use for thr
orchiard is tiat nîo fariner lias mlore stable

ialuirc lie cani apply with profit to his
annual ordinary farmîî crops, and if lie ap-
plies it to the orcliard lie inust skihîîp sonieic
,other part of lus fai ni, wliich systeni, if foi-
Iowed for soine tinie, wvilI eventually rimn
down the farim. Before we in Orîtarin rtmn
down our farnms, we hiad better decide illat
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