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THE ADVANTAGE: OF RAIL.WAYS TO
" AGRICULTURE.

(From The Marlk Lane Espress).

The rail-way in many unportant respects

is preferable even to water carriage. ‘I'ho
Jands ncar the banks of navigable rivers are
generally the most faturally fertile of 21l
the eoils a farmer has to cultivate; they
usually abound with ammal and vegetable
matters, and contam such a miature of the
altuvial deposites, washed down from the
upland in the course of ages by the flood
waters, that it does not often occur that the
addition of any eartlly manure is deemed
serviceable by the farmer ; the chalks, ash-
es, or other mineral ferhhzers, therefore,
which he brings by water carriage, are usu-
ally afterwards carted; at a great expense,
2 constderable distance’ on to the nplands,
to supply some essential fertilizing mgredi-
ent of which the sl 1s naturally deficient.
A rail-way, on the contrary 1s not confined
to low grounds, passed as much as possible
over upland districts, and unites together
different strata of the eartly which no flood-
waters or rivers could otherwise bring toge-
ther, in a manner profitable to the farimer.—
For the disposal of a farmer’s produce; the
quickness and regularity of the rai-way, i
all states of the weather, readers it sncom-
parably superior to water carnage: unlihe
a canal, a rail-way is uev rrendered impass-
able by ice, an mterruption which oceurs n
weather above all others most favourable for
-gettng manure upen the land.  The wmport-
‘ance of effectng an extensive and general
interchange of soils, for the purpose «f ren-
dering them more fertile, has hitherto been
almost unsversally retarded, from the want
of 4 sufiicient means of reasonable convey-
ance; for, otherwise the farmers of Eng-
1and are so generally aware of the advan-
tage of the use of mineral fertilizers, that
they have invariably scized every pussible
vpportunity of profitably émploying theni—--
VI'he best natural soils (says the shlustrious |
Davy) are these of which the materials have
been derived from dificrent strata, which,
have been minutely divided by air and wa-
ter, and are intimately blended tugether, and,
in improving smis artficially the tarmer can.
ot do better than Ruitate.the processes of
nature. The materials neceseary for the,
purpose are seldom far distant: coarse sand |
is often found immediately on chalk; and
beds of sand and gravel are common below
‘clay ; the labour of improving the tekture or
‘constitution of the soil is repaid by a great
perminent advantage; less maunure s re-
quired, and its ferulity insured, and capital
laid out in this way secures forever the pro-
ductiveness, and conscquently the valug of
the land.” Much of 1he meat which sup.
‘plies the Londoa market s produced in Es.
sex, Norfolk, Suffulk, ard Lincolushire, —
The cattle are elowly driven up, belag often
a fortnight on the road, attended by respea-
sible and well paid drovers. They :ve fed
-at considerable expense on their way to
market with the best food, since a stal! fed
_ beast is naturally, when taken away frumn
the Swedish turnips, niangel wo.tzeh and |
vil-cake, possessed of rather a fastidivus ap-
petite, which travelling in his fed state,
does not tend to improve : he becomes over-
heated,. refuses his food, and rapidly de-
creases in weight. I have been told by
somne of the farimers of Norfolk, that cven
fat bullocks they send to London, costs them
in this way, not less than three guineas;
-and one- of thie tenants of the Holkham es-
tate assured me that he has often upan fol-
lowing his bullooks to Londen, when shown
them in Smithfield market, doubted their
identity, so complately were they altered in
heir appearence. The miscries of- such a

mode of conveyance will now be =peedily ;
rendered in a great degrie unnecessary by
the complétion of the Bastern Counties Rail-
way, an undertaking against which many
profoundly absurd prejudices have been till
recently entertained, but whieh will eventu-
ally not only be a hyghly luerative undertak-
ing, but be the greatest buoa conferred in
our days upon the agriculture »f the east of
Bagland.”
e

his tirst and best employment, and the ama
ple proyision made fot extending this de-
lightful brauch of industry in the later stags
es of societys ® * *

“The banks of the lake of Zurichy” says
Coxe, * for the density of the population, and
the well being of the peasantry, are not surs
passed by any spot on the habitable globe,
In tnany places there is hardly an acre and
a quarier to cach indicidual’”” The sloping
hills of the ays de Vand are cultivated in

DIFFERENCE IN THE BFFEC.'S OF MA.
CHINERY UPOXN AGRICULTURE AND
MANUFACTURES.

It has been often observed,.that while
mechanical contrivance appears susceptible
of apphcauon to an ndefimte cxtent toma.
nufacturing industry, it 1s hardly available
in the cultivation of the carth. By uperior
skill in cultivatiom mdeed, the produce which
the same exertion of human atrength can
raise from the soil ss greatly augmented, but
the principal uperations of hLusbandry still
continues to be conducted by manual exer-
tion. With the exception of the arasiing-
machine, which is not, stricly soeaking, ap-
plied to the ramsing of food, but o its manu-
facture when rassed, mechameal contrivance
las done Little to abrdge the labuour of wan
in agriculture. "The fundamental operations
of clearing, draining, manuring, ploughing,
cleaningy and reaping. are still pecforined by
the human hand, and to allappearance, must
always continue to be done so.  T'he extent
of the field on which agricultural labour
must be performed pfevents the application
of the mechanical contrivance which s go
puneriul in manufactures, its uneven sur-
face precludes the operativn of the powers
which are employed in navization, or manu-
facturing machinery. The implements of
husbandry mayy indced, be improved, and
the skill which directs them increased, bu?
the power which wields thein will uever be

small garden enclesures, and the comfort
and opulence of the people excite the admis
ration ot cvery traveller. In the rich plaing
of Flanders, equally as in the sunny slopes
of Bearu, in the deautiful vale of the Arnc,
not less than the terraced hills of Tuscany,
the smiling aspect of the country, which
resembles @ great garden, and the happiness
of the people, are alike conspicuous. It
was for no light reason, therefore, that na.
ture established this eternal distinction be.
tween the Jabour of the country and that of
the town, and made the .increzse of wealth
and the progress of civilization attended with
constant restraints on the encouragement of
Tabour from manufacturing, and constant ins
crease to the demand for industry or agricul.
tural employments; and the philosopher
wha contrasts the condition of mankind in a
manufacturing city and a rural district; will
feel additional grotitude for that beneficent
law which, while it renders the progress of
knowledge and the growth of opulence the
means of checking the increase of the fars
mer, has opened a” boundless field* for the
maintenance aid employment of the htman
race in the progressive improvement of the
latter —Aiison.
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POETRY.
AN ODE TO SPRING.

(From an Lnglish Paper).
I welcome thy conung,.

different and while the improvement of
science and the exteusion of art is daily en-
croaching on the field of industry in the
often-debasing vinployments of wmanufac-
tures, the wide and healthful field of agri-
cultural “occupativn remams fur eier upen
to the industry of manhind.

The hnprovument of husbandry, indecd,
has a direetly oppusite tendency irom the
growth of manufactures, and i tse latter
ages of suciety the number of persous em-
qu\ cd 10 the cultnaton of the earthis great.
er than i its earlier perinls.  Where agri-
cultare has attamed tv a hugh degree of per-
fection, as i Flaoders, Lumbardy, and Tus-
cany, the velue of land, and the great de-
mand for s varted pruduce, Jeads io the ro-

|

tation of crops, and the garden system of |

hushandry. The change augnents iumense- |
)y the nuber of persuns engaged i ats cul-
tvalivie It has been calcuiated, that at
least, duuble the number of labourers are
vecupied un a farin of equal extent o the
level fields of Brabant, or on the suvay
slopes of the Appeinnes, frum thuse decined
Beetssary i the best cuitivated pants ot Br-
twn.  The gronth of agricalivral weanh
teads to the Siv.muu of Lagmes 4 the improve-
went of amuiaial huoniedge muiupiies
the nuinber of crops which can be rused
from the soil, the necessity for econonmizing
hoth space and Iabour intreduces the garden
cultivation. By no possible contrpance can
the same produce be raused from good land
as by treating 1t as a atchen garden with
the spade and thg hoe; and this s accord-
ingly the method adupted m (hose countries
whete agriculture has been jungest pracu-
ced with success, and 18 best understood ;
an exvraordinary fact, indicating both the

Mild, beaunful Spring !
Thy flowers are n bloszom,

‘I bird's on the wang.
The suu, wineh siern wiater .

Long buund in s night,
Agaan re-illumines

The pathway of light.

The-cotth fram its stupor

Is roused hv ‘Tuar will,
Which clothed with newness

Forest, valley, and hill,
Creation rejoiceth

Uver woodland and dell,
A mctody floweth,

' [19 the chonsier’s swell.

The lake's gentle wave
Tinpcreeptibly glides,
To mingle i's waters
AV aceanta dark fides.
The flowers an its margin
Bend light to th» hreeze,
Wew vigour bedecketh
‘The whirpening trees.

Through acnal mansions
The cloads lighily roam,
Fangug the boumd’ry
Of heav'ns spacivus dome.
The gentle rains fall
To replenich the ecarth,
“Gaving sustenance into
Each gem of new births

1 welcomethy ¢oming,

Mild, beautiful Spring?
Hore peturcth joy ;

*Mong the safts thoumayat bring;
Forf health be restored,

How my spints will bound,
WWhen coniemplating nature,

*M.d her treasures profound.

poveriul law of nature winch binds man 1o

Wa 7. Kemball.



