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The 'Potato’ Disoase,
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)
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¢ the disease which has now become so preva~
" lent in the Potatp plant, is really caused by an
uttnospheri¢ agent, and 'not by the depredatious
of 2 small insect, as' we siated in the September
- number, then the agricultunst will have good
téasoh to apprehiend thar no efforts of his could
" pagdibly preventzhigsimportant edible vegetable
4rom dicease and prematuie decay. But we
- fattér ourselves that thezlarming fingus produc-
1ion, is nolhing more ot less than the busy work
of & emall black Ay, such o described in the ar.
“;ticle previousty aliuded to,and may be prevented
by employing proper precautionary means at the
- period when the first symptems of attack are
* Jiscovered. About the third week in June last,
s-green flot bug commenced puncturing the
leaves of a number of fields we exumined, and
from what we could judge of its habits, we
sppose it to be the femasle. It appears to be
remarkably lazy in its habits, 2nd invinably de-
- sigoys every leaf that it attacks. Inthe course
of three weeks, after its first appearance, myriads
“of emall black insecis appear on the legves and
stalks of the plants, and immediately they become
«discolored, and show indubitable evidente of dis
€ase. There ean be no question but that the
filling off of the lraves,'and the decay of the
alks, are occasioned by the insect dencribed ;
At it 'remaing to be.gsesn whether the decay of

the leaf, is the true cause:of the disease of the
tuber. Polatoesgrown upo: land recently clear-
ed from the forest, if charged with u liberal
amount of alkaline saits, are geldom, if ever,,in+
jured by the 1nsect we have described; and to
reiterate the opinion that has been wo frequently
advanced in Jus Joucnal,in every instance where
the system can be practiced, potatoes should be
planted upon new jand, where & large share of
wood ashes remein on the ground undissolved.
Where this system. canno be. practiced, ashes,
lime, ealt, atd seot should be tollected and sown
broad-cast,- ot 1the rate of abgut-two bushels o

eacl peracre, upon ihe plants, in the early par
of July, or when the leaves begin to show symp-
toms of decay. Otherapplicaiona may be made,
which would produge the same favorable result ;
but the subsiances secommended are within the
reach of all, arid may be employed withont cost-
ing more than a few. shillings per acre. -

‘We ate quite certain that but few crops wili
pay better than the potato, and notwithstanding
the great slarm that is made about the disease,
it may be caltivated upon an extensive acale in
Canada, with a degree of profit that few,farmers
are aware of. Sopposing oat speculative notions
about destroying the . fly, should prove w failure
‘when put to 2 practical test, still the business of
potato-growiog may be carned on with a cere
winty of the grower recelving higher remunerac-
ing profits,. The business of manufsctunng



