
( HAPTER XX.

SLAVS RIVKK, HAY RIVKB, AND KIVKR OK THK MOt'NTAlN.S.
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«oil. — Character of river, deep.—And hiph plain country.—Beautiful

meadows.—Early sprin;^.—AnimalH and woodH dcBcribed by McKenzie in

1792.—D. ThompRon'ti n:etfcrological obsiTvations, 1803.—Favorable cli-

mate.—Prairies and rich soil towards Rocky Mountains. — Limestone

prevalent in river bed and mountains.—Heavy woods.—Description of

trees 1'i

f

Slave River is main McKtnzie R.—Touches N. E, comer of central Prairie

conntry.—Rich black mould with heavy woods towards river.—Rich pasture
plains behind.—Country said to be suitable for farming, but cold.—Hay
River on north boundary assumed for Central Prairie country.—Its branches.
—Agreeable mixture of prairie and woodlands frequented by vast bands of
Bnffaloes.—River of the Mountains.—^Traverses Rocky Mountains and N. W.
comer of this section.—LimcHtone country.—Cultivated crops at Fort Liard,
l«t. 60 * N., barley, oats, wheat and potatoes 7G

CHAPTER XXI.
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CUMATK 09 CKNTBAL PRAfHIR COCMTBY—KITNHSa KOR CULTIVATION—CHOI'S

RAISED.

General observations.—Increase of heat towards Pacific.—Great extremes in
interior.—Absence of extremes on Pacific.—Temperature at various points
compared.—Comparative Table of monthly means of several places in cen-
tral Prairie country and Canada and Maritime provinces, for seven summer
and five winter months.—Climate of north and south Saskatchewan.—Depth
of snow, various parts.—Valuable summer heat and favorable surface and
soil for cultivation.—Extraordinary wheat crops of Red River and Assini-
boine.—Other < ropK there TB

CHAPTER XXII.

COAL, PETROLEUM, AND BLILDINC MATERIAL.

Future supply of building timber considored—Wood abundant in north
parts.—Less so in south.—Forests on Lake and River Winnipeg, Riding
Mountain range and on head waters of Saskatchewan.—Wood sufficient at
present in valleys of streams, &c.—Kinds and quality of it considered.—
Peat.—Lignite coal and bitumen.—Various localities where they abound.
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Comparative table of caloric values of European lignite, peat, woods and
Newcastle coal 87

S*.- , !


