
"'No force was sent out to amnuse or divert Lieut. Colonels I)e
Haren and Bissbop while the post at De Coo's should be attacked. A
sîmnultaneous movement hati been planned against St. Cathiarines
(Lieut. Colonel De Ilaren), but was flot executed.

,'The expedition under Lieut.-Colonel Boerstler appears to have
been foundeti upon information derived f romn Captain Chapin. Hlis
information 15 proved to have been erroneous.

"~The guide furnishcd to conduct the expedition was the sane
Captain Chapin andl ait nine or ten miles from Fort George, hoe was,
or appeareti to be, ignorant of the roads. Lieut.-Colonel Boerstler
took an inhabitant of the country and comi>elled hlm to become the
guide.

"The detachment was ordercd to lay at Qucenston on the night of
the 23rd and rnarch early the next morning. It did so, laying upon
Jts arms ln silence withîout lighits and liaving takeri precautions to
avoid surprise and from preventing the Country people from carrying
intelligence to the enemy.

"On the march, advance andi rear guards, with tiankers f rom each
side were kept constantly out. ('aptain ('hapin's motinted men
formed the advanced guards and frequently pilshed out patrols in
search of discoveries.

"lBetween eight and nine o'clock on the morning of the 24th ata
place called the Beaver Dams, a mile and a liait In advance of De
Coo's. the enemy's Indians were flrst discovered Issuing from the
woods in rear of the detachment and movlng across the road upon
which It had marched. The action commenced Immediately and the
column quickly formning Into two Unes fought at the saine tixne to
the front and rear. Lieut. -Colonel IBoerstier was at the head Of the
flrst and Major Taylor at the head of the second.

l'The action contInued upwards of three hours. The -Anierîcan
troops contended wlth a superlor force of Indians, Brîtisq, regulars
and Provincials. Several changes of position, rendered fleeessary by
cîrcumstanoes, had been executed in an orderly and Inilitary manner
and every officer was at the head of his Commandi andi every Company
dld its duty, a majorlty of the mounted gunrnen and their cern.
niander excepted.

"&But the ammunition had been nearly (xasuted, al, the boxes had
been exhausted of their cartrldges, replenished f rom the wagon and
açain neariy exhausted; the wagon itself Was emptied, or nearly
e; the artiilery had but two or three rounds Of Canister and a smaîî
number of rounidshot, remaining. The heat of the day was oppressive
andc the mnen exhausted with the lengtb o! the action and the march
ini the morning.

tiSeveiity or elghtY Of the detachrment were killed or wounded
Lient.ColOflel Boerstler, Captain Machesney Captain Cummning8,
&4 Lieutenants Marshall and Randai Were a Mong the latter.


