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Fhe IWerkly Golomist,

= Tuesday, March 15, 1864.

FIREMEN'S DEMONSTRATION,

The Victoria Fire Department Thursday
ted a farewell address to His Excel-

Jency, Sir James Douglas, ig anticipation ef
nis leaving the colony to-day. Ths proces-
sion formed at the Hook and Ladder Truck-
house, at 12-30 p. m., and after marching
round by Wharf and Yates streets, preceded
by their fine brass band, under the able
leadership of Mr. Maguire, they proceeded
along government street to the government
buildings, where the firemen formed a semi-
ecircle in front 6f the main entrance. His

Excellency having made his appearance on
the platform, the band greeted him with
4 God Save the Queen.”” A deputation, con-
sisting of Messrs. J. C. Keenan, Chief-En-
ineer; 8. B. Abbott, Assistant-Engineer; H.

minutes alter the hour named, and shortly
before seven, at a signal from the chair, at|the toast of the Banch—the Bag he wouald
least 200 persons took their seats.

served, and lasted until about 9 o'clock,

on either side of the proscenium were car- | country, and they deserve the cammendatlon
toons of the American Arms; the dress. |Of us all (applause).
circle was also chastely festooned, and de-
oorated overhead with flags of varieus na- Mareh.” _. ;

Gk The Hon. Chief Justice.Cameron res-

Music by the band — ¢ The Oameronian

ponded. - He felt grateful for the kind maoner
in ‘which  bis friend Dr. Tolmie Rad alluded
to him. He was honored in respunding to

His Excellency entered the room a few

leave to younger men. The hoa. gentlemen

: : alluded to the -early period in which he had
The chair was filled by Alfred Wadding- | ,een called to the Benchin this golony, and|

ton, Esq, on whose right sat Sir James |%o the arduous duties he had performed, re-
Douglas, His Honor Chief-Justice Begbie, | Presenting half a dozen judges in one (great
B. 0., Oaptain Hardioge, R. N. Hon, |3PPlause) how he bad done it he. would jeaye
W. A. G. Young, Colonial Secrotary,' &o., it to.the public to say. [immense ap lause. |

M. Cary responded for the bar. He would

and on the lett, Thomas Harris, Esq., Mayor, | say that he was despised by one balf of Vie-
His - Honor ~Chief~Justice Cameron, Dr, |toris, and feared by the other, (great laugh-
Helmcken, Speaker of the House of Assems ter.) For three years he had used his utmost
bly, &e. ;

endeavors to forward the intereste of the co~
/ : a lony; and he was sure that all would join
Grace haviog been said, the dinner was | him in the wish that should His Excellency
return to this colony, hg would see that it had
During the repast. the dress-circle and | Progressed as fast as bis heart could wish.—

boxes were filled with ladies, and ‘the pro- He could only say thathe would never wish

to serve a kinder.master than Sir James

hain, Foreman of Union Hook and Ladder ceedings were enlivened by the admirable | )ougias, (great applause.)

Company; J. S. Drummond, Foreman of perforniances of an excelleat band, under the

he was sotry he could net say much yet, but
a3 soon as we had reads through the colony,
our farmers would fiad' an ample market in
Victoria for all they could produce. The hon.

ectleman closed with a hearty tribute toour
oreign residents, who had ever been ready to
join in-all enterprises to dovel:g the country.

“Mr. J. D. Walker responded, and alladed
to'the commercial progress this colony had
made by the wise pelicy pursued by His Ex-
cellency the Governor. He referred'to the be-
nefits of the free port system, and that taking
San Francisco as a stand point, Victoria
would sood have ceased to exist, had it not
been for her free port. 'Mr. Walker adverted
briefly to the eommercial position of the co
lony, and concluded by saying that as hehad
only a third of the toast to answer for, he
would leave the rest in the hands ofthe gen-
tlemen wlo wereé to follow.

Mr. C. B, Younng next followed, and said it
had been asked what would Victoria do with-
out British Columbia, but he would ask what
would British Columbia do without Victoria ?
(cheers.) Mr. Young descanted at length,
upon the mining resources of both colanies;
his speech, however, was inaudible at the re-
porters’ table.

‘Mr, A. C. Anderson responded for the agri=

road descends into the valley. At eleven in

the morning, Colonel Grose’ brigade was or- .

dered to charge the rebels on this hill, which
they did in gallant style, driving the rebels
before them. With his Indiana battery he
immediately followed to the top of the hill,
whercs he carried on a fierce artillery fire
for the remajnder of the day. The infantry
skirmishing continued until half past one,
when Turebin’s brigade,of Baird’s command,
was ordered to drive the rebels from the hill
nearly oppesite that occupied by Gross. The
order was obeyed ‘with a will, the brigade
shargiog the enemy from the foot of the hill,
and driving them across the summit, but

when they reached the top they were met by. .

the enemy with a destructive fire from a su~
perior force, posted half way down the other
side, which compelled them to withdraw.—
The enemy did not attempt to follow. This
was the severest confliet of the day. Heavy
skirmishing continued until night, when our
troops began to retire, and to-day we are no
forther advanced than Tomael Hill., As a
reconnoissance affair, it has been entirely
successful. - No further doubt remains of the
enemy’s®presence at Dalton in strong force; at
least there are four divisions ‘there. The
country around Daltun is a succession of

s ) ‘ Loud calls being mads for Mu Riog, that i
: c‘\:?: Deluge Company, No.1; 8. L. Kelly, fore- |skilful direction of Messrs. Palner, Sandrie | gentleman rose and ssid;although- unpre- sultursl ipterots.
her to man of Tiger Compsny, No. 2; J. A.{ .

BV ——

, narrow valleys and rocky ridges, exceedingly
d fo ; b 4 Mr. J. G. Shepperd proposed the toast of | available for defensive purposes. A party of
C Oharles G Tohn Dickson. J {and Allen. ; pared for any remarks; e would: b?"-"““’ “The Press”” He alluded 4o the great | Claybourne’s division, sent to reinforce Polk
D sea. McCrea, Charles Gowan, John Dickson, J, | A5 Uhin 45-1his Gable was alesaiad. the chain | OST the ability and unswerwing courage:| powér for govd or for evil wielded by the | returned in time to take part in the fight.—
Malowanski and J. N. Thain, then stepped Was cleared, the ohalr- | which had marked the admistration. of ‘His | Pregs and dilated at some length upon the | Our whole less will not exceed three hun-
ollent forward from the ranks, and the Chief-En~ | man proposed the “ Qaeen ” and “ the Prince | Excelleney Sir James Douglas: ' Gentlemen, | statug of the Press in Victoria. We regret ‘| dred, whilst that of the rebels is greater.
pas~ gineer read the following : and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal’' what moredo you want from me *—(great| however, that the speaker was not suffi-| The Committee of Cenference on the Lieut-
bt not : mnlm ADDRESS. - Family,” which toasts were received with un~ 13““3,;‘,;:3;-%[ § Viotoria”” by Dr. Dick ciently audible to‘be understood. enant—Genem! bill,. agreed to the Senate’s
" l;: : To His Excellency Sir James Douglas,K.C.B.: |bounded demonstrations of loyalty. He had gre:{o:)lza lul;?:af)eh t,ingr;es;?m:::lny' Band—“Good St. Anthony.” amendment inserting the ' clause ‘recom-

! it please your Excell —We, ; s ] 8 4 Mr. Harries, of the Colonisf, and Mr. | mending Gen. Grant. The report was ac-
with mig“_gf the Fuvo Dmﬁ:m::fgf vm:’o:i‘: Mr. Waddiogton preposed in a humorous |to the earnest and honest manver in which ’ cepted, and - the bill passed the Senate, and

€ A Bell, of the (Chronicle, replied.
t and happy speecn the toast of “His Excel« | the Mayor had filled the civic chair, (hear, | M, icksh 3 t b x i i i iate~
] Vaacouver laland, who_ consider that ihat ljency the Governor, the gusst of theeven- | hear.) ~ Although the Corporation Was in | possdtha health of ‘the Indion, in vhe conrse | 1y el o cacareianion b Connear e ate
Patui s i n‘" o I:Imn (:;'“ ;—“ EESISUTO 19 Jur ing.” . ¢ that state which physicians call “ atrophy,” & | of which he quoted Scott’s well-known lines : Gold quiet at 1581¢ to 15814, -
b iie Excellency, under whose fostering eare it has | Dr. Evans, in presenting the address spoke | new act would soon set them right he could “Oh, womtl. it our hours Of éxse ; s
sttained its actual respectable and efficient |in a very felicitous manner, alludiog to his | not expect ‘the maturity of manhood in so Uncertain, coy and hard to please,
:mll: 3::1:1::, :rt:‘:il?ud?mdkidof:elnv:t. (lliee%::':nytoil:lr position as a clergyman and saying that he | young a child (laughter). The Cerporation

And variable as the shade
was ha to know that he was not preclu~ i
pf the Excellency’s retirement. from office, make a i g Wit ouly u ehuld pightesn months-old. {geam

By. the light quivering aspen made ;
ded from entering heartily into the demon- laughter) and we must not expect too much oS E ARG AR NTIRE e brow,
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with which all the “reasonable requirements
of the Department under our charge have

officers bave ever received at youar hands, and
of the patdrnal interest your Excellency has
ever displayed in the welfare of an institu-

eompany must cordially for this sincere ex-
pression of their good will. It was highly | thauksd the company for the handsome man-

stration they were now engaged in. from it. The Dr.sketched the rapid growth

The reading of the,address was received | of the colony in an elaborate manner, amid

with hearty cheers, the band striking u i irth.
been attended to, of the courtesy which our |« A yld Lang Syne.”, S e

Band—'* For he’s a jolly good fellow,”
His Bxeellency. would beg to thank the |joined by the company. '

Muyor Harris responded to the-toast. He

tion, of which a gentleman possessed of your |gratifying to him to see so hearty a demon | ner in whieh they had received the toass. He

sagacity-could not fail to perceive the impor-

tance. Thanks to a kind Providence, our
services, thus far, have been but little needed,
and we pray that this young and interesting
city, which has reached its present proud
position under your Excellency’s auspices,
may be long spared from that devouring ele-
ment, whick, in a case of great emergeney, if

stration of approval of the policy of his gov- | could look back to the time, 5 years ago,when
ernment,and to know that the community ap- | he and many of his fellow citizens landed on
proved of his course during the long term of | what might be called a tent. Did they then
his protracted administration. This docu. |expeet to see a city such as we ‘have now ?
ment is associated with the most gratifyiog | It showed the wonders of the works of the
recollections; it assured him of their sincere | Almighty [applause]. ‘This being the only
regard, and of their earnest wish to do hon-| British soil on this eoast, we can boast of all
‘or to Her Gracious Majesty, whom he had | the institutions of civilized countries [hear;

it ever should be eur painful task to be called|the honor to represent. It assuted him io | hear|. He hoped ‘all his friends before him

upon we trust that previded as we are, we
shall be enabled te render efficient service,
and to convince the inbabitants in general,
that they as well as ourselves, are laid under

obligations to your Kxecellency for the wise

often committed its ‘fearfal ravages in a
neighboring country, and by whom we know
not at what time we may be assailed. With
the assurance that a retrospect of our relation

Janguage more eloquent than words that | had grown as the colony ' had, and that our
the community was prepared to support|children and childien’s children would still
those great principles of free trade, of min- | see the country flourish after ug. When he
ing enterprise, and of the séttlement of the |saw a community like Victoria select a hum-

; couniry which his administration had en-|ble tradesman like himself as the first Mayor
and prudent precautions taken by you to!jeavored to bring about.

avoid the progress of an enemy which has 50 they would ever sa

It assured him | of the city, it was an heirloom for him and
port those great principles | hig children to carry down in ages yet to

of progress, and that they feel they were in | come [applause]. He would ask when again
the right course, and by perseveringin that | would a commupity like this meet together to
cour~e, we would ultimately arrive at the|qdo honor to “the distinguished gentleman

it of ish lauge).” He felt ‘tot ; :
with your Excellenecy is and will ‘long be a e L o ) R o] Sl R ST St (Voo

source of ‘pleasure to us, and with best wishes
for the health and happiness of yourself and

that'the community wete disposed to place a | He thanked the compaay -individoally and
higher valae on his services than they de- | respeetively, aud would drini.each of their

A ministering angel thou !”’

Air—* Here’s a health to.all good lasses.”
Mr. S. Fraoklin responded and said he did
not know whether it was his good fortune or
misfortune that he was invariably fixed upon
to return thanks for the ladies. Mr. Fraoklin
made some humorous and well timed hits.
Mr. Holbrook responded. for the ladies-of
the sister colony, and in the ceurse of his
remarks said that he was opposed to union.
| This produced roars of laughter].

Chairman—What sort of union does the
speaker allude to ?
Mr. Holbrook endeavored, amid confusien,
to explain, and made a very amusing speech.
At its conclusion His Excellency and friends
and took leave of thc com;any, the band
playing the National Anthem.
The Theatre was empty very shortly after
the departure of the guest of the evening.

ARRIVAL OF THE ARCHITECT

LATER FROM THE EAST.
Federal Defeat in Florida,
GBANT MADE LIEUT, GENERAL.

—Passengers by the Overland Stages from
Los Angeles report that the earthquake which
ﬁ‘ave San Franeisco such a shakiog up on

riday merning last, was felt strongly as far
south at least as San Luis Obispo, and it was
probably felt in a less degree of foree as far
down the coast as Santa Barbara.

Deap Srock.—So great a pumber of eattle
are dying in the lower part of this State, that
the ¢rows, buzzards aad coyotes are abso-
lutely fattening themselves to death. They
will not eat anything now which. has been
dead over three hours, and go in for nothing
but the choieest tit-bits at that. A gentle~
man who has just past over the route between
Los Angeles and this city. says that he
counted one hundred dead animals by ihe
roadside, in a siogle hour’s travel, pear San
Luis Obispo.

BoaT RacE.—A very large number of peo~
ple congregated at the foot of Vallejo street
yesterday noon to witness the boat race
around Yerba Buena Island, between Thomas
Kirby and H. C. Hoyt, for $250 aside, or the
round sum of $500. Hoyt won the race in

55 minutes and 30:seconds, beating Kirby by

seven minutes.

A DespsRate ATTeMPT AT SUICIDE.—
Laet evening, about half-past five ‘o’clock,
officer Brant, while walking along Valleje

served (loud cries of No,ue). The progrees was | 200d healths [greatapplause}sic =, ; it : o B street, found a Frenchman who had opened.
due ugher to the eﬂort’s of their highly pat- g Mr. Selim g:mknﬁpw,. éiﬁ.apon 1o pro- The bark A{‘ﬂ“t“‘- Capt. H°{Er arrived | the main blood-vesse] in his left wrist wul_x ‘
riotic Legislature (applause). In closing his pose the teast of “Our Sister Golony.” - fe Thursday morning from San Francisce, after | a surgeon’s bistre, eausisg & wound from

flmil%.,
intel- e have the honor to be,

much - Your Excellency’s =+ relations with t-is colony, he would ever | gaid  that the connection of his Excellency | a fine run of nine days. She brings several | which bloed was flowing in a stream which
Devoted and obdient . servants,

: retain a grateful recollection of this day’s | with British Columbia would reflect even da 1 d valuable cargo had salready run along the side-walk a dis-
e JorN Kzenan, proceedings, and of the high honor conferred | more honor-on him than his esnnection with p:uaug:lrs ;_n . :'rguel nr: of vlvhi:h . ;Er tance of twelve feet or more. Syncope was
pudent Chief Engineer V.F.D., |upon him, aod in whatever part of the world | this colony. That colony was a wilderness | ' [erehandize, particula fast approaching, and in a few minutes more
8 who J. A MgCéeha, (l} Lg} Walla\t}:‘?_,li{. S‘V?'rlum_ he should spend the remainder of hs days, he | six years ago, what some had called a howl- | nished in our commercial eolamn. the assistance would have becn too late. The
e do mond, Charles Gowan, William Wilson,
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Philip Hall, 8. L. Kelly, John Dick-
son.—Committes on behalf of the Fire
Department.

The Chiet Engineer then banded the ad-
dress, which was beautifully engrossed and
illominated, into the hands of the Colonial
Seeretary, and His Excelleacy made the
following reply : *“ Gentlemen of the Fire
Department ; I feel greatly obliged for this
mark of respect you have shown me; by
the kind address and for the flatteriug manner
io which you allude to my public services.
In alluding to these services you are pleased
to thank me for being a friend to the Victoria
Fire Department; I have always been a
friend and supporter of the Department, and
1am glad to say now that I have no reason
to withdraw that confidence and support.
You have ever been ready to rush to the
rescue of the lives and property of your fellow
citizens. I am highly gratified to know that
the Fire Department has formed under my
administration. = Continue, my friends, to do
as you have donre, and you will always receive
my esteem and the gratitude of the public.

by A. O. Anderson, Esg., Viee Chairman.

the Couneil, responded.

would ever rejoice to hear of the welfare and | ing ~ wilderness, [laughter] and under the

progress and prosperity of this colony. (Tre-|government of his Excellency we had seen
mendous cheering.)

its rivers thronged with .steamers, and
The Chairman briefly proposed the toast|jts wilds pierced = with roads, and

of “The Army and Navy.” for this they had to {Mhank - his Ex-

Air—'* Red, White and Blue.” .| cellency, and for this his name should echo
Capt. Hardinge replied for the Navy, io a| through the mountains and over the valleys

few humorous remarks. The Navy had ever | of the whole ecolony [applause.] He would
found Vancouver Island a favorite station, but | propese ¢ Our Sister Colony,” coupling it with
he would say that the best way to keep them
bere would be to eucourage * female immi~ | drank with great applause.
gration (great laughter).

the name of his Honor Judge Begbie—Toast

- Band—“There’s a good time coming."”’
Loud calls beiog made for Lieat. Pender,| His Honor Judge Begbie responded.

that geutleman rose and briefly thanked the| Although he had differed from His Excels
company for the honor they had done the|leucy in many points of policy, he would still
service. wish to part from him as friends. This gentle-

Col. Foster. M.P., responded for the army | man went on for some time in a very ramb-

in a few well-timed remarks, which were re- | ling manner, amid considerable impatience
ceived with much applause.

.exhibited by the audience,.

« Qur. Foreign Residents”” was proposed by
D. B. Riog, Esq. The toast, said the pro-
Band—* Victoria Mareh.” poser, embraced the civilized nations of
Hon. Chief Justice Cameron, President of Europe and America. (Grgat gpp]auge') The
presence of so many foreigners here to-night
“ The Legislative Assembly,” was pro-| was the best tribate to their appreciation of

* The Legislative Council,”” was proposed

posed by J. J. Southgate, Esq., coupling the | the government and policy. of our present

We are indebted to Capt. Hoeg for copies
cf San Francisco papers of the 29th Febru-
ary, contdining the following later despatches
from the East:

The steamer Golden City left Panama on
the 15th for San Franeisco.

The New York T/mes says the steamer
Fulton, from Port Royal, Wednesday last,
brought information of sad reverses to our
Florida expedition. We are unable to give
details it says, because after the Fulton went
out into the bay she was boarded by the
Provost Marshal with orders from Gen. Gil-

_more to deprive’ passengers of all private:

letters in their possession. From passengers
by the Fulton we are indebted for the foliow-
ing main facts of the battle on the afterneon
of the 20th. Oaur troops, under Seymour,
met the ¢nemy 15,000 strong, fifteen miles
beyond Jacksonville, and eight miles beyond
Sanderson, on the line of the Jacksonville
and Tallahassee Railroad. The battle was
desperately fought during three hours, and at
sunset our forces, overpowered by numbers,.
retired to Sanderson, taking with them the

man was unknown to the police, but a paper
found on his person gives his address, and

_unmistakably indicates his intention to com-

mit suicide: ‘‘ D'ror GraNIER, Vallejo, No.
434. °* Je pe puis register plus long temps a
mes soufivrances.—Fg. GRaNigr ” The im-
port of the above is substantially this: “I
can no longer endure my sufferings.” The
officer reraoved the uafortunate man to the
County hospital, and in spite of the great
loss of blood which had occurred before the
discovery of his attempt at self-destruction,
his life is not considered in any serious
danger.

Quartz Cruseing.— Yesterday we paid a
visit to Messrs. Spratt and Kriemler's foundry,
to take a look at the quartz-mill, which that

"enterprising firm bave just cempleted. It

will be seen by advertisement these gentle-
men are now prepared to orush any quantity
of guartz, and extract the gold econtained
therein, for a moderate compensation. They

have all the apparatus required for the opera-
tion, and through their aid we will soon be

§e., §e. Three hearty cheers and a “tiger ” were|toast with the name of Dr. Helmcken, the|respected Governor. [Applause.] National | greater part of their wognded. Col. Fribey,
4 then given for His Exeellency, and three for | honorable Speaker of the House. These | prejudices were disappearing fast before the | of the Eightn United States, was left dead
SRR Lady Douglas, the band playing “ Rule|gentlemen had been selected by their fellow | progress of civilization, and the world was | o0 @he field. Col. Reed,a Hungarian officer,
l‘;‘lg' Britannia.” After three cheers for Her|citizens to legislate for them ; and although | rapidly progressing, freed from their retard- | was mortally wounded. All the officers of
nd effi-

able to ascertain the real value of the quartz
mines of Goldstream, There is now in the.
mill, erushed ready for amalgamation, abous.
three tons of quartz,‘from various companies ;-

Majesty the Queen, the band playing *‘ God | all their efforts may not have met with their | ng influence. He proposed with a proud plea- | Hamilton’s ' battery were wounded. The
lony as Save the Queen,” the procession re formed

and marched bagk to the city, pausing be-
fore the residence of Mayor Harris, and
giviog him three chéers, which were suitably
responded to by His Worship. The whole
affair passed off in the most orderly and
ereditable manner and reflects honor on the
Fire Department. We may mention that the
address, which was beautifully execated and
ornamented, was the work of Mr. Rhyad, the
organist of St. Joha’s Church.
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: GRAND BANQUET TO SIR JAMES

DOUGLAS"

The grand Banquet given by the citizens
of Victoria to his Excellency Sir James
Douglas, K. C. B., on the occasion of his
retiring from the government of the colony,
took plase Thursday in the Theatre, and was
a glorious and brilliant aflair. The Theatre
was most elegantly decorated by Mons.
Driard of the Colonial Hotel who had the
entire management of all the arrangements
under the supervision of: the Committee, and
it is but due to that excellent purveyor to say
that nothing was wanting to ensure the com-
fort and ebjoyment of the guests.

Tke entire building was boarded level with
the stage, and a hi rseshoe table spread the
whole length. At the end of the stage, be-
hind the chairman, was a large eartnon of
the Royal "Arme, supported by two smaller
caitoons, and national flags. Overhead were

festouns of evergreens and artificial flowers ;

approbation, they deserve the cordial appro- | sure ** The Foreign Residents of Vietoria.””

bation of the commupity for devoting their | [Great applause.

time and trouble to the daties of their posi- Band —* The Star Spangled Banner,”
tion, [applanse], Music by the band “Cheer, | « Partant Pour la Syrie” and ¢‘ Deatchen
boys, cheer !” ; Vaterland.” :

Dr. Helmcken responded in his usual live-| P. M, Backus, Esq., said: in responding to
ly manner. He would simply say that the | this sentiment he fels this the proudest day of
House of Assembly had beem engaged in a| his life [applause]. He thought the audience
most important matter—they bad been look-| would admit that the' Americans had made

ing after their money for them, [hear, hear||good citizens [great applause]. The Americans

They bad also been looking after the Tele- | had come here to make what they are very

graph Bill (bear bear) He could recollect | fond of—* the almighty dollar,” and thaoks
the time when the only means of mail coms~ | to the Governor and the Hudson Bay Coms
munication we had with . England wus by a | pany, they had made it. [Great applause
canoe across Puget Sound, and that only 12 | and laughter.) He was astonishied that so
short years ago. How mueh of the present | little had been said this evening of the min-
progress was owing to the exertions|eral wealth of Vancouver Island. He would
of the Legislative Assembly was not for him | say that Victoria and Vancouver Island were
to say, bat be attributed in great measure! the richest country in the world [greal ap-
the rapid progress of the eolony to His Ex- | plause|, and if we only had the wealth of old
cellency. (Great applause.) It was His Ex-| England to back us [uproarious laughter] we
cellency who institcted the policy which | were bound to go'ahead. . Common sense was
governed the coungry.. (Hear, Hear.) Hav-| one of the greatest qualities in the world, and

ing been convected many years with the!therefore Sir James Douglas was one of the

Legislative Assembly, he could always testify | greatest men in the world, for he had always
to the courtesy and urbanity of His Excel-|shown that ‘he had plenty of that quality.

lency. 1t was to his constant care, watch~|[Tremendous applause.]

fuloess and attention that the colony wasin| W. A. G. Young, Esq., Colonial Secretary,

a position to pass the telegraph bill.  (Great | begged to propose *The Cemmercial, Mlm,pg,
applause ) and Agricultural Interests.of the Colony."—

“ The Bench and the Bar” was proposed | He was sorry that this toast was placed so
by Dr. Tolmie, M. P. The honorable gen- |low oun the list—this, one of the most im-
tleman said he did not mean bench and bar | portant toasts of the wkole evening. Although
diggings (laughter), but the professional gen— | we had some croakers among us, we still bad
tlemenof the Bench and Bar of Victoria. The | reason \o'feel that our progress ‘was mo:lt sa
honorable gentleman coupled witn the bench | tisfactory; our commerce was ioa most Hour-
the name of the hounorable Chief Justice,! ishing state; our mines were 80 promising that
who for ten years had assisted His Excel- shares of one .of our companies were bought
lency in his arduous duties. As to the Bar|in Saon Francisco, in preterence to Washee,
they culled the best intellects from the whole (applause.) Asto the agricultural intetests,

Cosmopolitan arrived at Beaufort on Monday
evening, with! 240 wounded, Col Reed being
among them, who was living when the Fulton
left on Wednesday. The enemy’s loss is not
known. They captured five guns. It issup-
posed that the troops were from Bragg’s
army. General Hardee himself was on the
field, having come to Florida on a visit 1o
_his family. Our loss is variously 'estimated
at from 500 to 1300.

The Herald's correspondencs, dated ~off
Mobile, to the 16th, says the Hartfort, with
Farragut and six mortar schoouers are with
the fleet, and it is rumored they will engage
Fort (aines to-day. Deserters state that
twenty shousand troops are in and around
Mobile. Two iron=clads, the Tennessee and
Nashville are in the harbor. The former
mounts ten guns. Forty-five of the riag-
leaders in the recent mutiny at Fort Morgan
are under sentence of death. If executed,
the feeling of horror among the peeple will
seriously injure the rebel cause in Mobile.

The Herald’s Matamoras letter of the 5th,
says Gen. Herron is reerganising his old
divisions and procuring supplies for future
sontingencies. ¢

A despatch dated Tannel Hill. Ga., says:
Early yesterday moraing, Generals Craft and
Baird crossed Tunnel Hill Bridge with thsir
commands, and marched through the gap in
Rocky Falls Range, driving the rebels from
the Cleveland road into Rocky Falls Valley,
thus turnicg the streng positionethe enemy
occupied on the road from Lower Tuonel
Hill to Dalton. Marching ba: k again aleng
the Cleveland road, our f{roops deacended
into Rock Falls Valley, down which they
swept, carrying all beforc them, until they

arrived noar the line where the Cleveland

two tons being irom the Maple Bay Co.,
Cowichan, balf ton from the American Com-
pany, and & half ton from Williams Creek.
The Maple Bgy quariz is now in process of
amalgamation, and the American and Wil
liams Creek is ready for the process—the
latter being intended for the Assay Office,
New Westninster. The apparatus of the
crushing mill is complete, from the stampers
to the retort for separating the goid from the
quicksand, abd we may soon hope to hear
favorable results from its operatiens. In
passing through the. Foundry wo ebserved
the cylinders for the.steamer Alexandra being:
finished. They are the largest of the kind:
yet manufactused-on the Pac ffc Coast, being:
21 inches in diameter, and 4,200. lbs each ig,
weight. The Foundry is capable of turniog-
out castings, of 6,000 lbs. weight, and with,
the boring tools new in operation Mr. Spratt,
tells us he can tarn out any eylinders in the
flaet which, may require the eoperation. The
whole establishment is a credit to the colony,
and deserves the liberal patsonage of the com-
manity.

Navar.—Capt. Jones, R. N. who arrived
by the Brother Jomathan, has " assumed
command of H. M.S. Cameleon. H,M;
ships: Topaze avd -Hecate, had _both
reached Eogland in safety, and Captain
Richards of the latter ship was comfortably
inetalled in the Hydrographic Department.
H.M.8. Tribupe was bourly expected at
Pavama o February 2. and after remaining
there a few days would sail for Victoria.
There is no probability of her bringing the
new Goveraar,




