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CHAPTER XL

“T fancied Alice had rather a sharp
tongue,” he/ says, “from her soft
ways.”

Paula smiles at him.,

“What a wonderful thing it is,” she
says, half to herself.

“What is wonderful, my rose?” he
Says.

She laughs again, with quiet enjoy-
ment.

“To think you cared for me ingtead
of Alice,” she says. “Everybody falls
in Jove with her. Alice is regarded as
fatal by us all”

He smiles, with an air of deep e~

joyment.

“Really! For why?”

“Why?”" says Paula, taking off her
hat, and attempting to smooth the

thick, chestnut hair, somewhat ruffled
| shadnw passos over his face—s sha-

by ‘his strong arms. “Why?” rather
ihoredulously snd indignantly. “Isn't
phe our beauty?” A

Herrick looks at her with a smile,

“Oh!” he says, “But I prefer plain
peopl;a.”

Paula reddens and laughs.

“It is execrable taste,” she says?;
*“no one will understand it. You mmst
re‘ally have a depraved taste to prefer

; . red hair to golden.”

- “Is it red?” he says, rising and leiss-
ing it. “So it is. I did not kmow it
Yes, it is a depraved taste, isn't ?
Never mind; perhaps we can dye ft.”

Pzula laughs. Every Httle Jjoks
would make ber new-born joy nreak
into laughter.”

“You simple child!™ he says, twit-
.t.ing her. “As if one could hesitate be-
tween you! Alice beside you is 28 the
cold snowdrop beside the beantiful,
red rose.”

“Hush!” she says. “That is down~
right heresy. Beside Alice I am a—
dowdy. Never mind, we must lock over
your want of taste and forgive you.
I wonder,” after a pause, “what Alice
- will say?’

It is a simple question, but it
brings him bolt upright.

#So do I,” he says, gravely, and
rather ruefully. “I wondeér what she
will say, and Bob likewise?”

A sudden flush covers Paula'’s face
as she remembers Bob's outspoken
opinfon. of her lover. “Oh, Bob—" she
says, then stops.

“Bob is a good fellow,” he says,

flavouted. |

'i

‘““and will be complaisant; but sister
Alice—"

A pause.\

“My poor Paula! This is a sorry
kind of bargsin you have made this
afternoon.”

“Is 1t™ with s little curve of the
Hp. “I am satisfied—don't!” nrdgnc
him off. ;

“A miserable kind of bargain,” he
says, thoughtfully. “Do you know,”
slowly, and with & rueful smile, “that
1 am very poor, my darling?’

She turns to him, her face all aglow
with the old witching smile.

“If I have one ambition in life,” she
says, “it is to be a pauper’s bride!”

“Then,” he retorts, “your wish will
be gratified. Thanks to the old Powis
habit of getting rid of everything
worth keeping, 1 am that interesting
but mournful spectacle, a man of title
without a penny.”

She laughs.

“Do you sweep the crossing at the
Bank of England, or what?” she says,
treating the matter—she, who is so0
ignorant of the world—as an excel-
lent jest.

He looks down gravely, and a dark

dow from that past whick he would
fain bury from sight.

“A pauper baronet!” he says, not
bitterly, but solemnly. §

She laughs softly—in her innocence,

“It sounds deliciously. romantic—
lke the title of & three-volume novel.
Why do_you look so grave? You <an't
help being & baronet, you know.”

Ho jleoks up, cheared by her fogr-
lessness, .

*“Na” he says: “that is really more
my misfortyne than my faalt. We
won't mlt‘ot anything but our love
to-day, Pavia: to-morrow wil! bo time
encagh:to inew stter Alice.”

“And Major Vericourt,” says Pauia.

it fs an innocmnt addition, bat it
seemis to siartie him for the mament.

“Yea," he sayn, “and my Dbeautifyl
uncle,” and he helps her Lo rise. sieal-
ing & kiss as he does so. £

And so they go on, bappily uncon-
scions that while they have been
plighting troth, the major, sitting ia
the cosiest chair In the smoking-
room of the Court, has heen slmi!liu
the cards for a new game, and that
the principal card he hold in his hand
is his nephew, Sir Herrick.

CHAPTER XII
Even it his ordinary moments Major
Vericourt is considered what the
ladies call "a charming man;" but
when he puts forth the whole strength
of his phenomenal powers of pleas-
ing, he becomes irresistible.

e e——

And the Worst is

Yet to Cdme-:-

tocratic, / patrician air smacking of
the Old World; has endowed him with
a handsome face Which eeems to defy
the ravages-of time;-has given im &
voice particularly ,soft, and sweet,

" |and winnise, and whiere Natare stop-
" |.ped short, art stepped in and complet-

‘ed ‘the marvel. Indeed, the major is
such a wonderful mixture of art and
nature that it is dificult to deeide
where the one ends and the other be-

to the stage instead otithe army, he
would have gasined world-wide cele-
brity as an actor; every gesture, every
word, is etudied, and goes to pro-
duce a desired efféct; his very atti-
tudes have been develdped and
brought out with the greatest care,
and the smile that strikes the be-
holder with a peculiar fascination is
the result of much thought and long
and arduous practice,

The extraordinary part of it is that
in looking and listening to him one
forgets that it is an old man that is
gpeaking and smiling, and begins 1o

be some mistake, or that the major
has discovered the magic draugnt
which renews youth and renders man
immertal.

Yes, it is admirably done. Of course
there is much powder, and rogue, and
Parisign stays! but they are applied
and worn with such discretion and
ease that one forgets to take them
into account. As the major was once
heard to remark, “Anyone can oon-
ceal his age, but the thing is to re-
main young,” and that is exactly what
Major the Honourable Francis Ceri-
court has achieved.

Long before the landau hss reach-
ed the Court he has succeeded in
throwing a spell over his companions;
has, by a few judicions and subtle
flatteries, put Alice in the best of
humours, and actually caused her to
forget her dilapidated sitire; and has
mado even May laugh in her quiet,
deprecatory way. As for Mr, Palmer,
by & delicately sugguestnd air ol defer-
encs and attention, the major has
copvinced the emmsent sagar-baker
that Qe major is Zull of gratitude to
the zccidert jor giving him an oppor-
tusity of mecting ldim. So that, when
the carriage draws up at the hottom
of the fiight of sfcne steps leadtg to
the noble emirance-hall, the ownir of
the Court is smiling with gratification
and self-satisfaction like a huge tur-
key-¢ocCi. . \

“And now,” says the major, basing
helped the two girls to alight with a
style tsai perhass ne otner man in
ihe kingdom could appromech—“and
now I fear I must make my adieus!”
and bhe sighs zudibly with a glance
all around, as if. parting were indesd
& SQIrow.

Bat Mr. Palmer wil! not hear of It,
and waxing aimost tearful in his earn-
estness, entreats the major to enter
and remain to dinner,

“You will stay and share our ’omoly
repast,” he entreats. “You can't go all
tha distance back sgain, my dear
sir, himposaidle, Diunersywill be ready
almost immediateir: we will hurry ¢
on; it shali he served directly. You
really must. Pray homowr us, major.”

“The major besitates aud looks at
his pgold repeater, quite decided to
stay, but knowing tgll well the value
of a rejuctant aceeptation.

“My friend Lord Hurstley will be
expecting me,” he says, “otherwise I
should be delighted. But to cause need-
less alarm to a friend, I really—""

“QOh, we'll soon put that right,” says

: Mr. Palmer, with pompous humility,
4 *1'1l send & man on horseback to his

lordship and explain. That will do,

| won't it?” eagerly.

I

The major smiles and looks at Alice

| as if he really could not resist, and

Mr. Palmer ushors Xm into the hall.
“The ladies will perhaps gractiously

[ excose my unsuitable attire” mare
~muars the major, gontly, waving his

Pat, with his atchless smie towsrdy

| MMay and AXce, j '
“Oettalnly, certafaly,” euts tn M.}
Paimor, trtumprantly. ‘It aint thef
dress, it's the man, major.” and he!
shneldnn rather proud of the ep-|

igram
“An admirabls

gins. Without doubt, if he had taken ey

persuade one's self that there must|
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inflamed membranes

the throat and air passages, stops the
annoying throab tickle, loosens the
&h}‘i&m, and soon your cough stups en-
ly. Splendid for bronchitis, croup,

hoarsentss and bronchial asthma.
Pinex. is a highly concentrated com-
und of Norway pine extract, famous
or its heali 'ect on ‘the memhranes.
“To avoid appointment ask your
druggist for “2%, ounces of Pinex” with

Tp, instead of sugar syrup, if desired. |

directions and don’t accept anything
else.
faction or mazey rcfunded. The
Co., Toronto. Ost.

there nat®™

“Certainly, ceetainly,” he responds.

“Let me fmplore you not to uxpadito
your movetwadts on my aecount,” mur-
murs the majer, earnestly. as if he
werc begging the greatest possible
favour.

“Then I'll go,” says Allce.

“And, oh, ask ye T Dbrother and
sister and 9t Herrick," says Mr. Pal-
mer. “But, of course, Sir Herrick will
come on here.”

And Alice disappears.

Mr. Palmer himself conducts ths]
honoured guest to the best chamber

Guaranteed to give absolute satis-
v Pinex

2 the mansion, and offers to send
Stancy’s valet, but the major will not
hear of it. ;

“My simple toilette, my dear Mr."l
he asserts, “will require no uslst-i
ance,”” and Mr, Palmer leavss hiwm,
alone. [
"l‘lu first thing the major does is to;
go to the glass and survey himselt‘
with erideal minuteness; then, having
ascertained that his wighls in its pro-
por position, and that his delicate
complexion is not impaired, as a <ork
of art, by the excitement of the after-
noun, he goes {o the window and 100k&s |
a3t at the broad expeline of meadow
and park that ctretches for miies be-
fore the keen, grey cyes: and anyons
sneing Bim would conclede. that he
wai lost In admiration aud ploased
cauiemplauon. s® sweelly rellcctive
and contented is his calm smiie; Hut
suddenly. though softly, his lips an-
lock azd he murmurs:

“Confoand his - !mpudence! How
dare ke jook me in the face? A sugar-
baker crowing 't over Powis Court!
Powis Court, that the family has Leld
tor Heaven knows how 'ong. And that
idioct of a boy fooling about the ~oun-
try perfectly indifferent. It ought to
be altered; it is really sinful to per-
mit things to remain as they are, it
any human agency can alier them. It
Rick had any sense—" hc¢ stops and
drops carefully into a chair and folds
his whitc hands, while a taoughtful
Hght couges info his heen eyes.

*“T wonder,” hé murmurs, softly, “if
anything can be dome. Let me ses,”
and ho la;% thie finger of his right
hand ioto the palm of nis laft.

i{To be coninawl)
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3089, This dross could be cevelaped
in brows charmeuse and Georgette, «r
in black velvet and satin; figured silk
and gabardiune, or other combinations
mas be uwied. The sleeve in a new)
style fessure. o

The Patterp. for this attractive de<
eign is cut in 6 sizes: 34, 36, 38, 40, 42
and 44 inches bust measure, Sige 38
requires 5 yards of 86-inch material,
Width of skirt at lower adge iz 1%
yard,

A pattern of this {llustration mailed
to any address on eceipt of 10c. in
sitver or o and 2¢. stamps,

A POPULAR COAT STYLE.

]

#051—This is a good model for vel-
onre, velvet, cheviot and tweed mix-
tures, also for plush corduroy and
other pi'e fabrics. The fronts may he
turned back ia low outline, or cloged
to the neck edge, with the collar rolled
kigh.

The Puttern is ‘cut in 5 Sizes: §, B,
16, ¥ and 14 years. Size 12 will re-
yuire 4% yards of 44-inch material.

A pattern of this {llustration snailsd
to any rgddress on veceipt of 1Cc, in
silver or lc. and 2¢. stamps,
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jato Soup.

Sold in Number 1 Cans,

Just add hot water to bring
to right consistency: . Cost
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less than any other bramd:
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J. J. ST. JOHN.

Y JUST IN TIME._ _*.

40 VERY CHOICE TURKEYS. = ~ . =&
SHIRRIFF'S ASSORTED JELLY POWDERS.
_MINCE MEAT in Glass. . = - e

KIT COFFEE and VI-COCOA. ‘

ENGLISH SPICES, 10 bris. CRANBERRIES.
CALIFORNIA ORANGES, GRAPES and LEMONS.
SHELLED WALNUTS and »%YONDS.
MARVEN'’S FANCY BISCUITS in tins.

GROUND NUTMEG, and the BEST 60c. and 65¢. TEA

in the city.
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',Lgf‘dies’ Wear.

Late Arrivais!

Corsets.

Millinery
Department.
Elack and” Coloured

Velvets.
Taffeta Silk Ribbons.

Black Fancy and
Mourning and White
and Colored Veilings.

Blgck Tulles.

We now1 have the
mest cgmplete range
of Cotr’?sets‘ we %‘gge
had for a long while.
Thig - includes -ship-

.ments of our famous

“*W.B.” and other Cor-
sets from $1.65 pair;
also 3 range of Miss-
es’ and Child’s Cor-
sets and Bands.

We have a range of
Ladies’ Corsets at
75¢. pair only, bu! not
in all sizes.

Handkerchiels,

Splendid assort-
ment of Ladies’ White
Embroidered Hand-
kerchiefs at 8ec., 17c..
20¢., 25¢. & upwards.

HANDKERCHIEF
BOXES
in various styles.

Skirts & Dresses.

Mloire Underskirts in
Black and Colored,
from: $2.70 each.

Costume Skirts in
Serges, Poplins, etc.

Silk Dresses in the
newest styles.

Henry Blair
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The value in Warner's
Rust-proof Corsets has al-
ways been one of their fea-
tures. That is why we are
able to guarantee them to ..
you.

Our new models have ar.
rived and among them are °
unusual 'Ilﬂﬂ, in the lat.
est fashion lines such as .
are here shown for aver. -
age figures, '

cially recommended stylss

for stout figures and slen.

der—all guaranteed not to -

“RUST, BREAK or TEAR”,

Price from $2.00 pair up 1o $5:50.




