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springbok. Mun: guns were ca
by wmembers  oi border 1
shootls oi he Zulus, and a
shot, heard at a long distance,
difficult to locate
Rex had paved the way for lLord
Bruno, and presently the latter was
engaged in an carnest conversation
with the fair girl whom the fierce
Zambodi had worshipped as a god
Long they sat there and talked
lex glanced that way now and
then, and he saw Marian had ap-
parently accepted the other’s story
—she did not hesitate to rest a hand

on his arm, while looking earnestly

up into his face. And finally T.ord
Bruno bent over to quietly press a
brother’'s kiss upon her forchead

Something like an exclamation. a
low cry of pain, cawsed Rex to turn
his head; but the only person uear
him - was Little Phil, who secemed
busily engaged in cleaning a gun
that had been splashed during their
ride down the drift on a raft; so he
concluded he must have been mistak-
en.

It was their purpose to remain
hidden where they were during the
day, and when night came, Lo push
south again.
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black impis
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menibers of

bottlecompletelycumd me.” passions constantly aroused by the
appeals of the black god.

Piils.

npod1 warrior had watched his chance
to bring water to their camp from
the nearby stream

All were glad when the day, which
had been a series of naps and alarms,
was numbered with the past.

At least there was some satisface-
tion in being on the move.

Bludsoe's task as guide continued to
grow in responsibility It scemed as
though they had wandered into a
veritable nest of hostile camps. To
the right could be secen the blaze upon
a hill that sent messages to the next
station, appearing and vanishing in a
mysterious way that was intelligible
only to the savage mind, and serving
the purpose of a semaphore or a tele-
graph line as camp after camp took

| it up and flashed it on.

Other fires there were at times,

| which burned steadily, and here our

friends knew the Matabele hosts rest-
ed, ready to gather when the proper
time came, and sweep once more upon
the land controlled by the aggressive
British company over whose destin-
ies that wonderful man Cecil Rhodes
presided—the one individual able to
control their fierce leaders by the
magic of his logic.

Nearer came the sounds, and in
the dim light two moving forms ap-
peared—men mounted on weary,
fecam-flecked steeds, which they urg-
ed on with occasional exclamations.

The words startled ILord Bruno,
since they stamped the riders as of
the sane race as himself, and neither
savage Matabele nor Zambodi.

Nearer still, advancing in a
straight line until it seemed as
though they must gallop directly
over the group crouching there.

Then one of the riders said aloud:

““I'he beasts are about done for.
Armstrong——we must [ind a place to
hide, come what will.”’

Biudsoc arose to his feet and gave
a low call, such as Western men use
with which to greet each other.

“braw. up, Barnham—don’t ride
over us,”” he said, laughing.

The horsemen pulled in their jaded
and staggering steeds alimost within
arms’ reach  of the cowboy, and
startled exclanations proclaimed
their amazen at meeting civilized
beings in the heart oi-this exceeding-
Iy hostile territory. )

Jim quickly identificd himself, and

imple language

en made known to the world—how
land, and found the dreaded M’limo’s

\ large kraal of hundreds of lodges

One, where he was seen by none but
brother pricsts, who carried his
fighting men.
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in scarch of them.
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‘e time had come to strike a blow
was to iree South

as ever held
Karoos; and men better fitted to car-
ry out this realty humane deed could
not have bheen

and accepted the trust.
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