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Hlisha heals Naaman the Syrian— 2
Kings 5; 1-27. - (Print 5; 1-10, 14.

Commentary.—1. Nasman's leprosy
(V. 1). 1. Naaman—the name is He-
brew as well as Syrian, and means
“pleasant,” “beautitul,” captain— He
Was commander-in-chief of the arm-
les of Syrfa. A great man with his
master—He stood high in the estima-
tion of Benhadad, King of Syria, be-
cause of his successes in war. ‘I'here
dation, that Naaman was the man
is a tradition evidently without foun-
who, in the battle between Syria and
Israel (1 Kings 22; 34), drew his bow
at a venture and slew Ahab. Hon-
ourable—Honored. A mighty man in
valour—He was possessed of unusual
courage and skill. As the warrior in
that age engaged in hand to hand
combat with the enemy he must have
physical strength to be successful, and
Naaman must have been strong phys-
lcally before he was afflicted with the
leprosy. But—a word of wonderful
significance in this narrative and in
almost every phase of human experi-
ence.  With all his greatness, his
skill, his bravery and success. Naaman
was a leper. This would be his ruin.
It was only a question of time with
him when he would become an out-
cast. He was a leper—The disease
of leprosy was, and is still, one of the
most dreaded of all physical malad-
fes. It was widespread, being found
in many lands and climes. It was
also considered incurable.

II. A remedy proposed (vs. 2-10). 2.
By companies—Troops of Syriang en-
tered the territory of * Israel upon
marauding expeditions to secure what-
ever plunder they were able. Brought
away captive—To be held as a slave.
A little maid—This young Israelitish
girl was torn from her loved ones at
home and taken into a strange coun-
try and among a strange people. Only
those who have had the experience
can wealize the suffering and the
heartache of such a calamity, vet this
girl, trained in the religion of Israel,
rose above her surroundings, and
made known her faith in God. “Like
Joseph in Egypt, and Daniel in Baby-
on, this captive girl becomes the in-
strument of making Jehovah known
among the heathen.”—Whedon. Walit-
ed on Naaman's wife—The service was
far different from that required of
slaves in more modern times. This
girl was upon familiar terms with her
mistress, and felt an interest in the
welfare of her master. 3. Would God
—"“Would that"—R. V. Expressive of
deep desire, my lord—Naa.man.‘ ’The
prophet that is in Samaria— El{sha.
The Jewish girl had been familiar
with the remarkable career of this
servant of Jehovah. Would recover
him—Literally, “gather” him from his
leprosy. An allusion to the Israelit-
ish custom of shutting lepers out of
the camp and then gatheing in those
who were found to be free from lep-
rosy. b5 Go to, go—An expression
(mlflng for immediate action. The king
at once opened the way for Naaman
to apply to the king of Israel for re-
lief. Departed, and took with himv—
He took a present to Jehoram. We
can not estimate the value accurately.
The money was probably weighed, ang
“talents,” and ‘‘pieces,” or “shekels.
were standards of weight. “A ailver
talent was worth $1,944, in all $19,440.
A gold shekel was worth $9.75, in all
$58,600.”—Bible Treasury. According
to this Naaman took nearly $78,000.
Ralment—Doubtless {t was clothing of
great value. 6. That thou mayest re-
cover him—The king of Syria consid-
ered it fitting to make the request di-
rectly to the king of Israel, who would
at once be able to give Naaman all
needful information. 7. Rent his
clothes—In token of his distress of
mind. Not only -was Jehoram pow-
erless to heal the disease, but he was
not even sufficiently fantiliar with El-
isha to direct the leper to him.

8. Elisha....eardi—No doubt the
coming of the Syrian general wigh his
retinue, and the fact that the Kking
had rent his clothes, caused a sensa-
tion in Samaria, and the news came
speedily to Elisha, who appears to
have had his home ia the capital city.
Wherefore—A rebuke to the king for
naot knowing of the presence and pow-
er.of the man of God. A phophet in
Israel—It was to be shown that the
God of lsruel was the true God, for
the good of the king of Israc] as well
as for the good of Naaman and the
kingdom he represented. Jehoram had
aeglected the worship of Jehovah and
lieeded to be reproved. 9. At the door
ol the Louse of Elisha—It was a mag-
nificent retinue that halted at Elisha's
aoor, 10, Sent a messenger—There
Were two reasons why Elisha did not
personally appear to Naaman, He de-
sired the captain to reallze that it was
Ly the power of Jehovah that the cure
Would be wrought and not by human
means, He ulso wished Naaman to
ltimble himself and accept the simple
conditions proposed by the prophet,
meven times—"The sacred number gev-

Wag used in the Levitical obser-
1Ces connected with the cleansing of

‘caled lepers,”

HI. The leprosy cured (vs. 11-19). 11-
‘9. According to Naaman's idea Elisha

‘ad not shown him enough deference,
‘e supposed that Elisha would use
Ulle method of cure in keepi with
s office as prophet and in keeping
Wwith Naaman'g high position in the
kingdom of Syria, He scoffed at the
idea of bathing in the vellow waters
of the Jourdan, while the waters of
the Abana and Pharpar at home were
clear. Naaman's pride had been injur-
ed and he was angry. His servants did
not fully enter Intp his feelings. They
faw the need of a cure and thougit
that relfef from any source or by any
means ought to be welcomed, They
dared to reason wity their master.
and their argument wag ao clear and
convincing  that he wag brought to
think hetter cf Ilisha's directions. 14.
Then went he down—He went “down”
in a twofold sense, He got down from
his high place of pride hiimbling him-
self to accept the word of the prophet.
and he went down into the despised
Waters of the Jordan. He was clean—
He submitted to the directions given
by Elisha, obeved and was healed. It
Wea divine power that wrought the

Cure. It was an object-lesson to Syria
that the God of Israel wag a God
of power, 15-19. When Naaman realiz-
ed that his cure wag complete he re-
turned to ‘bestow a present upon KEii-
sha but the prophet would take noth-
Ing. Naaman wae led to believe ‘in
the God of Israel.

IV, Gehazi'g ein (vs. 20-27). Gehazi
Wag and conscienceless. He had
Do regard for honesty or truth and
Was willing too show Elisha in an un-
favorable light, The prophet had re-
fused the presents that Naaman had
offered, and he would appear weak and
Changeable if he sent after him to ask
for what he hag refused. His gr~at
8in wag covetousness and to this he
added deception, falsehood and theft.
The bunishment visiteq upon him was
Bevere, but not too severe for his
crime,

Questions.—Who was king of Israel?
Ot Syrla? Who was Naaman? \What
€an vou say of the leprosy? Whe
waited on Naaman's wife? What did
this servant tell her mistress? What
did the king of Syria do? Where did
Naaman go? What did he take as a
Dresent? What did the king of Israel
G0? What word did Elisha send to
the king? What did the prophet tell
Naaman to do? Why was Naaman
angry? What did the servants say to
him? What diq Naaman finally de-
cide to do? What was the result?
What was Gehazi’s sin?

PRACTICAL SURVEY,
Topic.—The Divine Healer,
L Proclaimed in heathen lands.
1I. Acknowledged ag God supreme,

L. Proclaimed in heathen lands. The
lesson introduces Naaman, captain of
the host of the king of Syria, a great
an. He was great in his position,
in his bossessions, in hig achievements
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SOIL.

Plant food 1n the soil is an import-
ant study, especially the available and
unavailable plant food, and the depen-
dence of plant life upon the soluble
bortion of the fertilizing constituents
Present, .

Plantg are composed of two classes
of chemica) substances, the organic or
volatile compounds, which are des-
troyed by durning; and the inorganic,
or fixed elements, which remain in the
sash after burning, The importance of
Inorganic or fixed elements to plant
life rests in the fact that no matter
What sort of a eofl is under cultiva-
tion, g healthy plant carries away
about the same amount of these con-
Stituents which it ‘obtains from the
soil for the building up of its strue-
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ture, At the same time, while the
Same 8pecies of plant when matured
May yield to analysis very similar
Qualitieg of elements, different species
ywWill show different results as to kind
and quantity; and the more remote
the natura] affinity of the species to
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€ach other the wider will be these dif-
ferences,

Perfect plantg cannot be produced,
much lesg cap fruits, on soils where
One or more important constituents is
absent. The most valuable matertals
are phosphoric acid, potash, nitrogen
and lime, Accordingly, where soils
have beep exhausted by the growth
and carrying away of €rops, to a point
below that of remunerative cultiva-
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laying,

It is

and in his authority, Besides his
greatness are bortrayed the circum-
stances of a captive Hebrew maid, She
Posgessed two qualities that are never
little or insignificant, a kind heart
and faith in God. She merits the name
of a great missionary. She was the
means of bringing salvation to the
house of her captivity, and 'of raising
up a testimony for God, which rang
through the whole land of Syria.
Humble as she was, she initiated the

tion, they may pe restored to fertility
by making a judicious return of the
ash or mineral constituents along with
the element nitrogen. This last named,
the nitrogen. belongs to the organic
class of plant foods. :

' While it fs true that some alluvial
80ils possess vast stores of plant food,
both of nitrogenous and of mineral
Substances, so as to be regarded as
practically inexhaustible, yet by con-
stant cropping, without a suitable re-
turn in manure, they will in time pe-
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entire series of events which form
the substance of this narrative. She
did the service that was nearest her.
She just told where the blessing ct
health was likely to be found, to the
effect that there was & remedial power
in Israel equal to the emergency and
that such power was delegated to the
Prophet Elisha. She knew that God
was with Elisha, and therefore she
had no doubt about Elisha's success.
It was no barrier to her simple, gen-
erous faith that Naaman's disease wus
incurable and he not of God's coven-
ant people. It was g 8plendid testi-
mony to the character and influence
of Elisha that he had awakened such
confidence in the soul of the little
maid. A few words from her moved
the household of Naaman. No one
could doubt the sincerity of her cch-
fidence or the genuineness of |er

come unproductive, that in

Now the greater bart of the plant
food constituents necessary to profit-
able crop cultivation are locked up in
an inert conditidn, in which state for
the most part they remain unti] un-
ited with g solvent supplied ag man-
ure. For example, in one of the ex-
perimental plots of the iate Sir John
Lawes, at Rothamstedq, England, to
WwWhich no manure Whatever wag ap.
plied for 3s years, the soil at the end
of that period was found, on analysis,
to contain in the top 9 inches, as much
as 36.604 pounds of potash per acre,
and 2,603 pounds 'of phosphoric acid
ber acre, Of these very large amounts
of plant food in the soil, only g1
pounds of phosphorie acid per acre
were in soluble condition and avail-
able to plants., The addition of three
hundred-weight of superphosphate per
acCTe to this same so0il, on an adjoin-
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s¥mpathy. Her words were the can-
did, artless statement of a truthful |
child. They carried conviction to all |

who heard them, so that the courtiers

fcund themselves actually taking Naa-
man’s cure for granted and proceeded
to discuss the method by which ;t
could be accomplished, fiven the king
said “Go.” God turned the caiamity
of ker captivity into blessing, He
directed her life through that strange
way in order to do for that great man
what he could not do for himself and
what none in his own land could do
for him. She had so much true faith
that it filled her whole nature apd
made her faithful under severe trial,

II. Acknowledged ag God supreme.
High military command, great favor

at court, splendid reputation, great !
success and noted personal bravery |
Wwere desirable accomplishments, vet!
no honor, no valor, no victory could
Dlace Naaman beyond the reach of his
Sore calamity of leprosy, Only one|
Way promised deliverance to him. One |
thing could change his grief into joy.
He was directed to that by a child |
who sought hig deliverance more than
captain was cured upon the king of
Syria, nor Joram, king cf Israel, wag
of any real help to Naaman in his
trouble. The king of Syria placed the
whole responsibility of seeing that hig
captain aws cured upon the king nf;'
Israel, Suppesing him to pe suureme]
in matters of re on. Israei's king
viewed hig leiter ags g request for the !
impossible, an attempt to force
a quarrel, as attack  upon his in-1i
sufficiency, Naaman was on the noint

of being sent awav w hen Eltsha inter-
bosed. His werds 1o the king were 3
rebuke to his faithfulness gg well as
an exhortaticn 1o him to seek  help
Where it was to be found. man's |
leprosy had not humbleq pride. |
Elisha knew wliat reevect was due to
authority and “taticn, but just then
he was dealing witp Naaman, the in-
dividual, the leper, and not in his ('a—i
pacity as a great Ecneral.  As g ser. |
vant of God i{ was his duty to benefit
Naaman's soul as well ag his Ilod,\.f
But. for the kindly €Xpostulations of
his servants Naaman would have re-;
turned a leper still, A gecond time |
the blessing was nearly missed, Thig |
time, through his own folly and ob- |
stinacy. God designed to show merey |
to Naaman for his own glory and for |
a testimony that the Gentiles were not:
outside the reach of his  grace, In|
once sentence l.lisha delivered his gol- !
dierly order as a mightier .-;oldier!
than Naamap, It seemed to Naaman |
like a studieq slight put upon the riv-
¢rs of hfs native country; as an in«f
tentional humiliation put upon himself |
1o require him to bathe in the Jor-
dan. He showed his good sense in
giving up hig anger and foolish re-!
solve. To be cured of such a disease
in such a manner convinced Naaman |
of the rower of God and that Elisha '
wes his true prophet. His new con- |
viction reverseq his old vrejudices,
2nd the religlous creed of his country. |
His nev atyre was manifested in his
conduct, T.RA
—t————
The flowing bew] fe used by the

reesimist as comething in which to
drown his £Orrows; by tho ootimist
us sometnlug in which to christen hig

s

i Joys.

The great fire of London has been |
re-produced on the film.

I nourishment 1
! above that

fenich supply.,

| eraine most of the D

ing plot, increased the golubility of
the plant food to 165 pounds of pot-
ash per acre, and to 1170 pounds.

Having by thig means brought .the
lnert minera] constitients into a con-
dition' of solubility, the addition of
nitrogen in the form of ammonia-
salts as manure to this same land rais-
ed the produce from 22 to 43 bushelg
of barley grain per acre, and the straw
from 11 hundredweight to 24 hundred-
weight per acre.

The plant grown in exhausted soil is
therefore starving, with minera] ele-
ments evervwhere in the 80il, and or-
ganic elementg evervwhere in the at-
mosphere, and none available for use. ‘

Thus the chief office of maaure is
to furnigh assimilabje food for the
immediate use of growing crops, and
to combine with and supplement the
natural food supply existing in the
soil. When it is said that certain con-
stituents in the soil are lacking it
does not always mean that the soil ;
does not contain them, but that it cdoes
not supply to the growing planis
much as they nced. It is not so mucl g
therefore, because soilg have  been !
Worn ocut of plant food, but rather be- ;
cause the food is locked up in such I
combinations that the plant rocts can-
not ge. at and use it, that an artifi- :
cial supply of coluble food in manure
becomes necessary,

It is telievea that the dencficial of-
fects of commercial fertilizers are due
s much te the timely supply as (';.r
the amcunt of ncurishn ent they con- !
This timely supply enables the the
to enlarse their root  svstem. | you
are able to secur2 more

} the soil over and ! farms,
furaished by the fertilizors, I
than they cculd have secured withcus | with
If this be so, 1t is socn i
that the use of oLcentrated pianures
in srail quantities may nect only
; Iy increase the yield of ¢raps, but

also seryva te deplete the sofl of ! mites

1 of its  elemants of nrlint feed |
morc rapidly than would the
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FARM NEWS AND VIEWS,

'w Yorker, corimentin-g
on the jyr ilitv  of getting  potash
feriilizers I NCw sources and the
lecessity for taking wzood care of thv:'
Larnyard manuvre, which coltains g
1air porcintage of this substance, savs-
“The liquid portion of manures caryy ]
most «f the po.ash in animal exerc-
ments. Excent in the eaga of pigs, the
liquids contain five op more times as
uch potash us the sokge
tle, 85 per cont. of the
found in the liquids.
peends of cattle there wil) Pi=s each
yYear in the liguipds about as much
potash as we buyy in 225 pounds of
muriate.” This ycar therefore we
have a stronger argument than ever
before for concrete floors, full bedding
and anything that will save the 1i-
quids. Remember, too, that jn our
otash is fougd in
the straw and stajk rather then in the
sceds.  So use all available straw ag
bedding and in the manure piie.

Tiie Rural
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The easiest time to wash dairy ves-
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are not
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Clover can be usei ag a silagy erop,
but has an objectionatle odor that

In the warm Weather there are
Quent enquiries ag to why hens stop

laid very wely all season, but suddenly
the egg yield begins to fall off and
sometimes ceases entirely.
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Even after the
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To facilitate the ease with which
this house cleaning may be done all
fixtures such
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spent.—Poultry Division, Experimenta)
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NOTES.
is one of the months when good

care should be exercised with the
growing stock.
avoided, if the fowls are placed
well-ventilated buildings and not ov-
ercrowded.

Winter egges are obtained
early-hatrhed

Many colds can be
in

from
bullets properly grown

not prove a suc-

Some experienced poultry-

keepers can attain success with later-
hatched fowls,

but beginners cannot.

for a good poultry year
8, the up-to-date poultry
show a balance on the
No one can
of business
nd the fail-
azainst the little
ld be laid to mis.

outlook

aphazard methods, a

g pullets for this winter’s

it has been previously pointed

out that consideration should be given,
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FARMERS' MARKLT .
Eggs. new-laid, doz. 0
Butter. g00a 10 cnoics .
Spring chickens, dressed
Fowl, dressed, ib. ..
Ducks, Sprinb lb. .
Turkews ... : ..., .
Apples, bkt.
Do.. bbl. ... ...
Peachies, 11-gt. bk
.. ®ood to fanc
Pears. 11-qt. bkt, ..
Plums, 11-qt. bkt
Potatoes, bag ... ..
Sweet potatoes, hampe
Onions, Spanish, case
Tomatoes, bkt. ... .
Cabbage, dozen ..
Melons, 11-gt bkt.
Grapes. 6-qt. bkt.
Do.. large bkt.
Celervy dozen ...
Cranberries, bbl. .. . .

MEATS—WHOLESALE,

Beef. forequarters, cwt. ..
0.. hindquarters .. |
Do.. choice sides .. .. .. |
Do.. common, cwt. .. .. .
Veals, common, cwt. .
Shop hogs _.. .
Do.. heavy . .
Spring lambs ..
Mutton, light ... cos ee 1200
SUGAR MARKET,
Sugars are quoted, wholesale,
at ‘toronto, as rollows:
kixtra granulated, Heapath's |
Do., 2-1p. vags ;..
Do.. St. Lawrence . |
Do., 2-1b bags .. |
Dominion crystals
Do.. 20-1b. bags ... "' ’
extra granulateq
"Star granulated .. .. |
De., 2 und 5 Ib. backages .. .
Do.. gunnies, 10-1p, ... ... 3
Do.. gunnies, 20-b. .. \"" 8
Do.. brilllant yellow ey
Extrd 8. C. Acadia granulated .
Beaver Kranulated, 10 lbs, .. .
Yelow, No. 1 light, 100 1bs. .
Lave STUCK.,
Receints—1,112 cattle, 128 calves,
thops, z.121 sheep.
LXxport cattle, cnoice .. ... 7
Butcher cattle, choice 7
- 4o, mediu m.
do. ao. common o - w
Butcher cows, choice .. ., ||
0. do. medium .. [ [’
a0. ao, canners
do. bulls .., ...
Feedin steers
Stocke choice
do. light .., ... .
Milkers, chofevy each .|
Soringers ., ...
Sheep, cweg
Bucks and

,
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\\'L\',\'H’Ef_; GRAIN OPTIONS,

Opén. High. Low Close.
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S GRAIN MARKET

Minm-anulls—\'x'heai; No, 1 hard, $1.10
1-8: No. 1 Northern, $1.06 1-8 to $1.09 1-x;
No.“2 Northern, $1.01 1-8 to $1.06 i-8: |
cember, $1.03 1-§; May, $1.07.
vellow. 62 to 63c. Oats—No. 3 .

33 3-4 to 34 1-4c. Flour advanced

patents, $6.20; first clears, $4.85;

clears. $3.00. Bran—s$19.00.
DULUTH GRAIN MaA RKIET,

Duluth—Wheat: No. hard, $1.07; x,. 1

lNorthern. $1.06: No. 2 Northern,” 31 06;
,.\lonlanu No. 2 hard, $1.06 1-2 ;December,
$1.02 1-2; May, $1.05 3-4. Linseed, *ush,
$1.87; December, $1.79 1-2; May, $1.83.

THE CHEESE MARKETS .

Woodstock—There were 1,675
cheese offered; 13 3-4c bid.

Peterboro—At the cheese board meet ne
held here to-day, 2,047 cheese were boa

All sold at 14 1-2 and 14 9-16c.
GLASGOW CATTLE MARKET,

Glasgow—Watson and Batchelor report
Scotch steers, 12 1-2 to 14 1-2¢c; Irish,
10 3-4 to 12 3.4c; best bulls, 10 1-¥ (¢ 1ze,
live weight.

MONTREAL LIVE STOCK.,

Reccipts:  Cattle 900; - S
calves 400! sheep angd lamLs, $1,900:
hogs, 1,500. Prinie heeves T 1-2 o
near 73-4; nedium, '51-2 ty 71-2;
comeion, 4 to @1-2. Cecws,
each, one held for $100.
£ 1-2; sheep, 5 to 5 1-2; 1
§; hogs, 93-4 to 10,

BUFFALO LIVE STOCK,

East Buffalo, Despatch—Catt e rece
ll.ulm; dull.
i Veals, receipts 100 head;
| Steady: $4.00 to $12.50.
[ Hogs, receipts 3,200 head; ac:
$K.75 to #8.50; mixed $8.65 to $8 Y
5: pigs $£7.25 to 87.50;
: stags $5.00 to $5.95
‘D and lambs, receipts 1 0¢n-
ady: 1ambs $5.00 t,
$7.5
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Cattle, receipts 11,000,
Market firm,
Beef, native
Western steers |
i Cows and helfers
Calves ..: .. =0
i Hogs, receipts 17,000.
Market slow.
Idght ..,
Mixed
Heavy
Rough
Pl <, .o
Bulk of s:
Sheen. re
Market
Wethers S
Lan:bs ,native .. ' ces v.. BTG
LIVERPOOT, PRODUCE.
Wheat, spot steady.
No. 1 Northern—Ii2s, 1.
No. 2 Manitoba—11s, 11
Futures, No. 1 Northera |
Corn, spot quiet,
American mixed, new—
Flour, winter patents.- 6d,
Hops in Lendon (Paeclfic Co,
5. 5s.
Hams. short cut, 14 to 16 Ibs.
Bacon, Cumberland cut, 26 to
S,
Clear bellies, 14 to
Long clear middles,
—Nl1s. 6d.
Long clear middles, heavy, ¥ to
8

-2,
Julath -11s, ¢q.

16 1bs.—73s.
light, 28 't a4 Iba.

40 1bs -

Short clear backs, 16 to 20 Ihs.—gis
Shoulders, square, 11 to £
Lard. prim western,

47s: old—4fs.
American. refi
Butter, finest

ned—5s4s, 24,

U. 8. in 56-15. v Xes—508,
Cheese, Canadian,

76s.
Colored—79s.
Tallow. prime city—2a!
Australian in London
Turpentine, spirits—3ie,
Resin. common—11s, Gd
Petroleum, refinedg—o 3-42,
Linseed Oil—28s,

| Cotton Seed Oii, hull

| 308, 6d.

—_——
EQUIPMENT ADEQUATE,
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