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101D CEORGE THREATENS T0 S
“[F CONSCRITION 15 NOT ADOPTEL

Undoubted Crisis Brutal Murder of a

Coming Close in
British Political
Life — Lord | Der-
by's Scheme is
Not a Success.

London, Dec. 28.—David Lloyd-
George has threatened to resign
irom the Government unless compul-
ory service is inaugurated. He made
his declaration to Premier Asquith
vesterday before the Cabinet went
into session to decide one way or the
other the question ol conscription.
Last night Great Britain was on the
brink of another Govermental rup-
ture. The Cabinet has split on the|
natter of compulsory service. After
a all-day session, it is understood
hat certain of the Ministers refused
o be convinced and to give their vote
on Lloyd George’s demands. It being
mpossiblegto arrive at an agreement,
the session was adjourned until to-
lay at 11.30. -

Lord Derby's enlistment plan has
ailed. That, at least, appears certain
s a result of yesterday’s Cabinet dis-
agreement. His report was taken by
the Cabinet, and was the chief topic
of discussion. The figures plainly
showed that a vast number of single
men have absolutely refused to come
iorward.

Compulsicn or not compulsion is. at
last the clearly cut question Uefore
he Cabinet. I: it fails to vote for
compulsion a complete disorganiza-

tion of its membership is almost cer-
tain. The leading newspapers of the |
country are crying for it, and a ma-|
jority of the leading politicians are
doing the same. i

No one but realizes the sericusness|
of the present crisis. If Premier AS-‘
guith fails to meake good his pledge |
that conscription would follow a fail-
ure of Lord Derby’s enlistment cam-
paign his own pesition, in the opinion |
of many, will be a very precariots one. |
Again, to-day Lloyd George ir men-

tioned as hic SNCC.Ssd. dn the Dee
Cabinet which many prophecy will
soon be formed.

Among those who remain resolutely
opposed to compulsion Arthur Bal-
our figures prominently. Those who
sre supposed to favor immediate com-
pulsion include Lloyd George, Lans-
downe, Curzon, Smith, Chamberlain, |
Long and Selborne.

It is understood that Earl Kitchene -
nd Bonar Law have not yet stated
their attitude definitely. !

Premier Asquith desires, it is under- '
stood, to keep his pledge in the strict-
est sense of the word, and consequent-
ly, being unable to secure sufficient

ipport from the ‘Cabinet members
yesterday, adjourned the meeting un-

to-day. Before that time the Min-

have agreed to consider their
individual positions and to arrive at a

1 dec'sion,

'he mysterious reappearance of
Winston Churchill, who resigned his
ost in the Government and went to

e front a month ago, was thought to
- highly significant, in view of the
sresent Governmental crisis. The poli-
tical commentators do not fail to in-
dicate this fact, end to hint at his
| robable appointment to an important
post if the present Cabinet is unable

agrce on conscription and is dis-

lved. Churchill, however, returned

France last night. ;

PRESS OPINIONS.

fhe Times Parliamentary corre-
sondes: asserts that the position is

ndeniably del.cate and may become

itical unl:ss hinded with firmness

1d decision.

The Daily Mail esserts that An-

{ Castelnau, chief of the French gener:i

. ated Press. The Greek sovereign asik- | ¥, ] ; =
ed the French commander why by the | nication this afterncon from §
|

irew Eonar Law, Secretary for the
Colonies, and Lord Kitchener, the
War Mini-ter, have ng: yet made the'r
positioa «lear, while A. ]. Ralfour,
first Lord of the Admiralty, resolute-
ly opposes compuisicn, in which he
is supported by a majority of the
finicters. But David Lloyd George
ve Ma-qu's of Lansdswne, Earl Cur-

Jon, Sir Frederick Smith, J. Austen |

Chambe:lain, Wal er Hume Loag ani
e Farl o” Sclporne advocate imme-
1ate coipulsion.
Mr. Lloyd George, the Mail adds,
efo-e tha sitting of th= Council, mad :

position clear ‘o Premier Asquith
a message intimating that unless
. Asguith’s pledge to m rried men
e kept in the strictest sensc he could
¢ continue as a member of the Gov
1mtent,
The Morning Post, equzlly with th
imes and the Dally Mail—all con-
iptionist papers—sees tre possibil-
v of several Cabinet rasignations, or
the other alter-ative, a general elec-

Morning Telezrarh and the

oni-le, ant'-compulsion orgarns, are |

ehensove of a crisis and ed-
protest against “intriguers
e.nullers, who ccntemplate th:
rate and mad expedient of a

al clection—a gamtler’s plungse, |
micht entail d sasirous conse- |
how, by
merely withholding its assent to the
: rca: end resignition bi'ls, the |
elections ' pecause condilions
in the ' Lincola was distracted by wholesale |
de-ertions, while recruiting was stim- {

ces,” and points out

¢ of Lords can make
'mavoidable next month, since,

biesce of tne Pa-liament Bill. which
prolongs its life for eight months, th>
Parliament would expire by |

present

~ French Canadian Farmer|3s & i

| G

' Francois Frechette, of St. Cesaire, Quebec, Summoned

l}
|
|
1

1

| By Special Wire to the Courier.

jof the murder last night of Francois |

| Frachette, a local farmer, have been|
Isecured by High Constable Boisvert, |
of Sweetsburg. |
Frechette was sitting with his fam- |
voice called to him from the outside. |
Frechette stepped outside in his shirt |
sleeves and one of his daughters went ’
to the window.. As Frechette left the
standing outside walk down the pathg
to the road and then come back. She |
then turned from the window, think-
ing it was only some neighbors on 2
business visit. After that, no sound|
was heard. ; C [
When the family, becoming curious !
at his long absence outside without;
any clothing, opened the door, they |
found Frechette lying unconscious in|
tie path. He lay in a pool of his own]‘

i blood, which flowed

St. Cesaire, Que. Dec. 28.—Details | across his throat. A doctor was sent .. i
for, but the farmer died before the ar- | nEndgs, a]nd g o hand-hiad Th i icle’
{ encounter destroyed the whole post. zette)—The Daily Chronicle’s corres-

From His House, and Later Found
; Done to Death.

from a

ing consciousness.
The whole countryside was

gash

——

BOMBARDED POSTS

Russians Also Sank Two/
Vessels and Sub. in :
Black Sea. o

Petrograd, Dec. 27.—Via London,

read as follows:
“Western Front: At Schmarden, in.|
Russian detachment organized a sur- |
prise attack upon a German post,” At]
four o’glock in the morning, the Russ-l
ians approached without being seen, |
cut the wire obstacles in many places, |
threw themselves upon the German
huts, flung hand grenades through the

By Special Wire to il 2 Courier.
London, Dec. 28 (in Montreal Ga-

rival of the physician, without regain-/ c. : : = : :
PRy S | Six prisoners were taken. In spite of pondent in Athens cabling about Gen,

i a heavy fire from the south, the Russ- Bastlenau’s visit to the Greek cabinet

soon ¢ 5 2 b e : : .
aroused. and suspicion fastened itself ians retired successfully with insigni- and of his tall on King Constantine,

ily, between 8 and 9 o’clock when a |upon thrce men living in the village.

In the region of Czar- |says:

; ficant losses. ;
“] am informed that the general

i torysk station, near.a cemetery in the

The descripti i f the tri - : - 2 :
e description given of the trio by.v111~;ge of Novo Podclterevitchi we |was much impressed with the King’s

the daughter of the murdered man,
fitted the three men who are suspect- |
ed. High Cons'able Boisvert was com-
house the girl saw one of three men { municated with 2nd he, being iil, or-
dered the detention of the three sus-

pects until he conld communicate with
tne provincial detectives, and

properly authorized officers on hand
to worlk cn the case to-day. So far
as could be learned by High Con-
stable Boisvert last night, Frechette

bad had nc quarrel with any of his |
neighbors, and the motive for the!

crime is unknown. Frechette is sur-
vived by a large family.

CONSTANTINE
NOWBELIEVES
IE WL W

Remarkable Interview Be-
tween Him and General
Castelnau.

ASKED ABOUT THE
ENTENTE FAiLURES

Frenchman Explains That
Allies Will Prepare |
Before Driving. ’

B8y Sperial Wire to thoe Counrier

Athens, Dec. 27, via Paris, Dec. 27,1
11.30 p.m. (delayed)—In the courscl
of an interview to-day with Genera: |
staff, King Constantine expressed |
doubt that the Central Empires would

INFERNAL MACHINE IN
MONTREAL

ity Special Wire to the Courier,

MONTREAL,
An infernal machine explod-
ed in St. Timothee street this
morning and damaged a
number of houses. The bomb
was apparently exploded be-

cause Arnino Fernguid, ai

grocer, refused to accede to
a Black Hand letter demand-
ing $2,000. The grocer’s
premises were partially
wrecked, while the windows
of twenty houses ~ were

|smashed. Miss Casili, resid-

ing two doors away from the
grocer, suffered a broken
arm, while several people
were injured by broken
glass.

OFFENSIVE STARTING

By Special Wire to the Courier.

PARIS, Dec. 28, 2.35 p.m.

be able to resist indefinitely tt: eco- ‘I—./"Ul artillery engagement

nomic and especially the tinancial |
pressure of the war. General Cast-l-|
nau so reported the King's opuiirn
to-night in a statement to the Associ-

slowness of their operations they had |
permitted the crushing of Relgium
and Serbia and the failure of the
Dardanelles campaign. General Castel- |
naw’s reply was that nobody denie: |
these unfortunate results were ex-|
tremely regrettable. ‘

“It would be most highly desirable,”
the general declared, “if Belgium and |
Serbia were still intact and if Russia
could to-day be revictualed by way
of the Dardanelles, but we must se2
the war as a whole. It would be folly, |
capable of jeopardizing of final vic- !
tory, of which alone we have tih'e
right to think, to undertake any mili-
tary action without the most com
plete preparation and every assurance
of success humanly possible.

If materials and forces are nor |
available, however painful the lresult
of inaction may be, it is truly criminal
to go off haif-cock. Remember the
Crimea, where the Russians so long

. held the Malakoff tower with flint-

locks and round cannon ball_s. Well

| all the German line to-day is a 1o«
f 1 1 > e

of Malakoff towers with otner rows |
Lehind. g ST

“But just as the Russians tinally
were forced to give up so must the
Germans. 1 have given three sons; 1
{ have two mOre; but their lives, too,

of great activity over the

whole front in the Vosges

e . R ) W11 | ceeded i bringi the ho tou) % ]
| W as 1ep01ted 111 1he commu iLeL 0 I Bape TR e e | painter, married, 18 years 38th D. R.

the war office.

THE = ONTARIO  LICENSE
BOARD says the hotels of Brantford
are well equipped and well conducted,

Well conducted licensed hotels under |

government control and restrictions
are admittedly preferable to dives
where illicit selling flourishes. Which

Dec. 28—

! arnihilated another German post, tak- | reception which was marked by ex-
| ing sixteen prisoners. treme cordiality. Many points were
] %In the Black Sea near the Bulgar- ! touched upon which were of vital im-
1ian shore cur torpedo boats destroyed | portance to the military situation of
| two sailing vessels and ‘bombarde,d the allies in Macedonia. The general
osts upon the shore. The enemys | was able frankly to assure the king
bmarines attacked our destroyer, |that he considered the fortified posi-
| the Gromkii, near the Bulgarian coast. | tion occupied by the allies ‘impreg-
lThe Gromkii skilfully evaded twWO |nable and able to withstand any at-
torpedoes and repulsed an attack by itack,
! gunfire. There is reason to believe |  “pergonally,” the general said, “my
that ore of the submarines was sunk. i only fear now is, not that we may
“Caucasus front: West of Kham-.| be attacked, but on the contrary, that
aden our {roops occupied the town of )

L

| S
o wea e mme .| 2AC1S 1S Impressed by
Castelnau’s Interview

the direction of the coast region, a| F'rench General Told King Constantine One Thing He
Feared Was That Teutons Would
Neot Attack -Saloniki.

we may not be attacked; that our
enemies, abandoning their talk of of-
fensive, may fall back upon caution and
stay where they are. In view of our
prgparations to receive them fittingly
this would be a pity. As a soldier there
is nothing I should more deplore than
lukewarmedness of German ottensive
in the Balkans.”

Paris, Dec. 28—“The interview be-
tween King Constantine and General
Castelnau is being much discussed in
official circles at Athens,” says the
Matin. “The sovereign seems to have
been impressed favorably by the gen-
eral’s clear exposition of the situation
of the allies on all fronts.

“The King renewed to General Cas-
telnau, the assurance that nis army
never would fight against us and oncez
impre expressed the strong desire that
his word should not be doubted.”

Assadabad. In a fight near the villagz I E—

of Rabatkerim, forty versts (about 27
miles) southwest of Teheran, with
Persian gendarmes and tribes of Emir
Khichmet, we took prisoner 71 insur- ‘

gents.”

WITH THE SOLDER

Sunday

|  John L. Miller, English, 21, Criver,
. ! single, 153 Sydenham St.

Made Daring Stop of Run-| ®1&% 153 9Y , _

Made Daring Stop Run-| = ifliam Bodcock, English, black-

away This Morning‘ ON | smith, married, 3 years garrison artil-

L g0 | lery, 21 Ruth street.
Colberne Street. Arthur Churchward,

English, 28,
A yery daring andssiucky.act was| Wallace street.
vritneszed this morning on Cclhorne Harry Elliott, English, 20, machin-
Street mear the Market Square, when |t single, 1 year 32 Battery, 20 Cay-
a farmer, name unknown, stopped 2 yga street.
runaway horse and cutter, proceed- John Watson, English, 27, lathe
ing at a fast clip westward. The horse | ,and, married, 11 years 25th Brant
was being driven by a boy, when 1n Drag’oons 149 Darling St.
front of the Street Railway office, the |~ william Mathewson, Canadian, 33,
runne: ‘t‘):far_’_“.e_ ca};jghtb o &?e 'I(‘:}?; stove mounter, single, 233 Darling St.
e o e o o boltad|  Sherles W, Williams, Canadian, 43.
10165€ -DEGRIne. TEEsTHoRee = 2G| Lailroader, widower 3 years 38th D
up the street, the oaert_urned cutter R C ears Durham Field Battery
swinging to and fro behind it. Sl D.,as’liig St 1
A farmer, walking along Colborne | George Ram.sey Scoteh. ar. fabot
Street, saw the mishap, and rushing | B e ™ ol tre,et3 , 18]
| out, threw himself at the horse in ¢ G arrie B ttp ;vgtil P
| passing, gresping it about the neck.| o e(cjlregri sixlllglzrgirz irs g .
’ ’ oy ’ . >

> < 7 ¢ x
Had he missed in the attempt, the re ‘\ L. 207 Chatham Street.

sult migh: have been fatal, as the | ] A
| cutter was swinging dangerously. As| lRlilpl? I_II Klrkgdtc;\n, Atmertxcan‘ 18,
it was, by his sheer weight, he suc-|¢ erk, single, go Arthur street.

. ¥ £ | George Rickwood, Canadian, 29,

|
|

a standstill, | r
The boy came hurrying up and | C., 24 Mintern avenue. i :
{right'ng the cutter, drove away, none William Brown, English, miner,
married, 61 Mintern avenue.

| the worse. The cutter was only slight- I
ly damaged, while the hero of the oc-| James Turner, English, 34, lathe
8 years Lancashire

Casion got out of sight as quickly as | hand, married,

possitle. Fusiliers, 1 1-2 years 38th D.R.C.,
e 11 Sterling street,

| J. Ruppert, brewer, left personal| Thos. F. Galloway, Scotch, 24, lab-

! PLUCKY ACT!BN w Eighteen men signed up this morn.
| ing, a striking result of the Brant The- 'married, 2 Riddolls avenue.

property valued at $6,382,579, accord- | orer, single, city.
ing to an appraisal filed in the Sur-
rogate Court.

farmer single, Mt. Pleasant.

Thomas L. Wright, Canadian, 18, |

George Noss, English, 29, laborer,

Bert H. Fisher, Canadian, 41, brick-

| Arthur J. Rising, English, 29, moul-
' der, married, 3 years 38th D.R.C , 1
i year 32nd Battery, 260 Darling street,
|~ Four men were rejected—For lung
| condition, cardiac trouble, tlat feet

A | atre recruiting meeting on {
%night. Of these, nine have had mili- : layer, married, 6 years 38tH D. R, C,,
| tary experience of some kind cr oth- ; Tutela P.O.
- | eFi—

{ and defective vision.

s S SOMNTFORD MAN

HOME FROM Tht

DARDANELLES

Dr. R. L. Hutton, who has a lieu-
tenant’s commission in the Royal
Army Medical Corps, and who has
been doing surgical work in the vic-
inity of the Dardanelles, has returned
to his family in Brantford, at 14 Sher-
idan street, having been granted three
montks’ sick leave. A brother, Capt.
W. L. Hutton or the Canadian Medi-
¢al Corps is with his regiment in the
trenches in France. The Hutton boys
are well known in the city having
spent their boyhood days here.

Seventy cases of opium, valued at

$450,000, were taken at San Francisco ;

from the Japanese liner Seiyo Maru
in transit from Hong Kong, China, to
P 2 ~

Salina Cruz, Mexico.

is Brantford going to have.—Advt.

PROGRESS OF RECENT OPERATIONS ON GRECO-SERBIAN FRONTIER ¢

| will be paid, if need be, that victory .

“may be complete.”
\ e e el
|

| o ISR I R
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 BELGIAN RELIEF FURD

[
!

That the Belgians are suifering
severely and are worthy of
every help is everywhere con-
ceded. You can help, and 2
subscription sent to either M~
H._T. Watt, secretary of the
Brant Patriotic and War Reliaf

4
¢
gl
el
§
)
)
)
' g
'; Association, or to Mr. George

1
|
!

Hately, secretary of the Board
of Trade, will be thankful'y re-

|
|
|
i
; ceived.

M
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Linco'n’s action is not a pr_eceder\'.
were different.

ulated hy extravagant bounties:
The Chronicle adds: “Our voluntary

the effluxion of time at the end of  army in ca1e year exceeded in numbers

january,

' 211 the men recruited by the Federal

Concerning the pcople who make 2 ' Government in the four years of the
comparison with America during the war, and that without drafts to force

Civil War, the Chronicle argues

DA NS AR DA DA BB A A A DN R e B B :
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that them or bounties to bribe them.”
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garians having shown no desire to come to close quarters.

CRELK OFFICERS ON.THE QUAY, AT, SALONIKA

p——
Wy 2

Reviewing recent operations, Reuter’s correspondent at Salonica says t he fighting during the week did no serious harm to the allied forces, the Bul-
“The British casualties on that day,” says the correspondent, *“ sev L T ;
thous: i U rres , “although severe, totalled less th:
;;.lnu.-n.ml.rhm dfnmg the rest of the week a few dozen would sum up the total casualties along the whole Franco-British front.” ed less than a
vnica Reuter's correspoudent says the Bulgarians have occupied the positions formerly held by the Serbians along the Greco-Serbian fronmtier l
: =i Bt {5 dr Dy Sk meltieg: sl sy S Res-N

R R R L e DS o

eSS UNITED STATES AND AUSTRIA

LIKELY SEVER DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Both Capitals Be-
lieve American
Demand Will Not
be Met--S.S. Rot-

ter damw —alllg
3 Noted Men.

3y Special Wire to the Courier.
Washington, Dec. 28—Austria, ac-
cording to unofficial information re-
ceived in authoritative quarters here
to-day, will not meet the demands of
the United States in her forthcoming
reply to the Ancona note and Teutonic
diplomatic circles are represented as
being prepared for a severance of dip-
lomatic relations. .
AUSTRIA THINKS SO, TOO.
Paris, Dec. 28—Unconfirmed ad-
vices from Vienna, as published by
The Petit Journal, says the impres-
sion prevails in Austro-Hungarian
Government circles that the forthcom.
ing reply to the second American
note regarding the Ancona incident
will bring about a diplomatic rupture
between the two nations,
The Petit Journal’s despatch, for-
warded from Geneva says:
“According to advices from Vienna,
the Austro-Hungarian answer to the
| American note was the subject for a
|long discussion Sunday night between
| Premier Tisza of Hungary and the
}Austro-Hungarian foreign minister,
| Baron Von Burian. The foreign minis-
ter alsn conferred with Dr. C. T.
Dumba, former Austro-Hungarian
ambassador at Washington.
“Although no definite decisionhas
yet been reached, the impression 1n
governmental circles is that the an-
swer will bring about a diplomatic
rupture.” :
MIXED COMPANY. !
New York, Dec. 28— Three men
who figure prominently in the diplo-
matic relations of the United States
have cabins on the. Holland-American
Line Start e Eoatériam, - 1
| here to-day for Rotterdam by way of
Falmouth, England. They are: =
Colonel E. M. House, friend ar
confidential adviser of President -
son, who goes to Europe at the re-
quest of the president. :
Brand Whitlock, United States min-
: ister to Belgium, who is returning to
i his post at Brussels, after a vacation

' spent with his family at Toledo, O.

Captain Karl Boy-Ed, formerly na-
! val attache of the German embassy.
| at Washington, who was recalled by
|the German emperor at the request
{ of the United States Government be-
cause of improper activities in naval

’ matters.

BRMTISH DENY
ARAB ATTAGK
NEAR " EGYPT

One Arab Force Attacked
and Dispersed by Eng
lish on Saturgay.

London, Dec. 27 —Turkish reports
of a victory over the British in Egypt,
in which the British lost 300 men, two
field cannon and ten automobiles, are
denied in a statement issued last night
by the Official Press Bureau. The
statement says:

“With reference to to-day’s Turkish
official statement, the War Office
states that there was no fighting
from December 14 to 24 between Brit-
ish troops and the Arabs on the west-
ern frontier of Egypt.

“Cn December 25 the principal Ar-
ab force, which had been located eight
miles from Mers-a-Matru, was attack-
ed and dispersed. The British losses
were trifling.”

The Turkish official statement said:

“Several detachments of Senussi
troops yesterday continued their suc-
cessful attacks against the British in
Egypt, and cleared the Siva distrizt
completely of British. One detach-
ment advancing along the coast at-
tacked the town of Matruh, east of
Solum, and in the resultant engagc-
ment 300 British soldiers were killed.
The others fled.

“They took from the British two
field cannon, ten automobiles, three ot
which were armored,>-and a large
amount of artillery ammunition.”

SERBIAN ARMY
IS INTACT

Rome, Dec. 28—Gen. Popovic of
the Serbian army, who has just ar-
rived in Italy in charge of a batch of
prisoners, states that the Serbian
army is practically intact, although it,

In a despatch filed a#

“ 4 B S it iy OB

has lost an enormous amount of ma-
terial.

Colonel and le Henry Watterson,
of Louisville, Ky., on Monday cele- '
brated their golden wedding anniversy
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