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Sin,
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of

the 16th March last, No. 19, transnitting a copy of an
Address from the Hoise of Assenbly of New-Brnswick
to His Majesty, on varions subjects connected with the
administration of public affairs in that Province. I have
since received fron Messrs. Crane and Wilnot, the Gen-
tlemen depuited by the House of Assenbly to represent
them in this country, the original Address of the Assen-
bly, and I have also been in communication with those
gentlemen, as nell on the niatters to which the Address
adverts, as on othjers connected with the Colony. I in-
close for your information, c:ojies of the correspondence
wlich lias passed with them.

I have had the hoinor of laying at the foot of the
Throne, the Address of ihe House of Assembly; and I an
commanded to express His Majesty's satisfaction at the
spirit and temper in which the House have framed this
record of ther sentinients on subjects of great constitu-
tional interest and importance.

The Assembly express their approbation of the instruc-
tions issued by His Majesty's commands to Sir Francis
Head, and to the Canada Commrnissioners, and state that
it would afford theni entire satisfaction, if the principles
ivhicl they involve were carried into operation iii New-
Brunswick.

It is with great pleasure that I an enabled to give to
the Asenbly the satisfaction wliich they desire. The
principles involved in those instructions are not of linited
application. They form the basis of the policy which,
in His Majesty's judgment, it is flic wisdom of this coan-
try to pursue in reference not only to the Canadas, but
also to all the other States of British North America.

I proceed to bring this general declaration to a prac-
tical test in, the answers which I arn connanded to re-
turn to the Address.

1. T first subject to which the Assembly advert is
the management of the Crown Estates. Their represen-
tation is iii suîbstanice, that the powers at present confided
to ftle Conmmissioner of Crown Lands arc excessive, and
that the system which that Oflicer in the exercise of his
discretion has followed, has tended to retard the settie-
ment and the prosperity of the Province. But, in defer-

ence to the judgment already exPiressed by lis MIajesty
on this subject, the Assembly withdraw on the present
occasion their caim for the entire controul and manage-
ment of theCrown Lands, and suggest that such conîtroul

and manag<en1it should, in future, be confided to the
Administrator of the Provincial Government and the
Executive Council,

The merorandum inclosed in the joint letter of MNessrs.
Crane and Wilmot, dated the 21ith instant, will explain
to you the representations which those Gentlemen have
aulded ou this part of the question.

From my Despatch of the S1st March last, you will
have seen thiat the management of tlie Crown Lands in
New-Brunswick has lately engaged much of my atten-
tion. Without stopping to inquire whelher that Des-
patchi mr.y not in some degree have aniticipiated'the
objections urged by the House of Assembly, I am at once
to convey to you His Majesty's decision on the proposed
mensures of anelioration.

1-lis M;ajesty is plensed to acquiesce in the suggestion
thiat the management of the Crown Lands should for the
future be confided to the Administrator for the time
being, aided by His Executive Council. In pursu-
ance of this decision, it will bc your duty hereafter, in
aIl questions relatiiig to the disposal of Lands or Tirrber,
belonging to the Crown, to submit the subject for the
consideration of the Executive Council, and to proceed
only in confornity with the opinion of that Couicil, or of
a najority of its nemîbers. To the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, however, will still belong the duty Of
carrying into effect such measures as shall have ben
thiis decided on.

lis Majesty at the same tinie readily admits the right
of the Legislature of New Brunswick to pass such Laws
as may seeni to thien expodient for the guidance of the
Execitive Governmxent in this branch of their duties.
His Nnjesty will be at al] times prepared to receive and
to consider with attention any suggestions or advice
respecting tle policy and systei of management of the
Crown Lands which nay be offered to the Crown by the
Couîncil and Assembly of New Brunswick, whether by
A ddrtess or by Legislative enactnents. But as this is a
matter in whiicl the prerogative of the Crown is imme-
diately concernîed, and as it would obviously be incon-
venient tlat any uncertainty should bc introduced into
the regulations for the disposal of Crown La.ds, it would
be indispensable that any Act to bc passed for such a
purpose shouild coutain a clause suspendinig its operation
uitil 1- is Majesty's pleasure respecting it shall have been
declared.

2. The Assembly complain that they have not been
able to obtainî detailed accounits of the receipt and ex-
penditure of tle Casual and Territorial Revenue, and
have thus been prevented from making thosr suggestions
respecting tlc management of that Fund which, by Lord
Riponi's Despîatch of the 2d January, 183, they were in-
vited to ofer.

It would appear by the observations annexed by you
to the Address, that you dissent, in some degree, froni


