Customs duties

48

160 Octobris.

A. 1843.

This Act, like the actfor regulating Savings
Banks in this country, states in its preamble, that
it is expedient to wive protection to lustitutions,
established for the safe custody and inerease of
sman savings helonging to the industrious classes
of Her Majesty’s subjects 3 hut there is no limity
cither asto the annualamount to be invested (which
in this country is limited to £30 per annum) or to
the total amonnt 1o be deposited, (which in this
country s limited o £150) @ but in Nee, 12, it is
enacted, * That the Trustecs shall not receive as a
deposit for the use and benefit of Depositors, any
lireer swn than £300, at the sane time of aay one
Depositor, other than a Relisinus or Charitable
Corporatiun 5™ so that under this clanse a party
might invest thousands, provided he did not pay
in more than £500 ai the same time, ‘

'

The mode of investment by the Trustees, ac),
cording to Sec. 9, is objectionable. in not contining
~uch investment to the Government seeurity ‘of thet;
Province.

The act does not contain auv [linit as 1o the
amount of interest, to be paid to Depostiors, which
is the casein England. thoush it provides that the
surplus profits may under certain restrictions bey
appropriated to charity.

The Institations by the act, are placed under the:
management of a Treasurer, Trostees, and Ma- |
nagzers, who are to act mrafuituusly : but it pro-
vides. that before they undertake the otice, evch
of them shatl take ax oxtn, for the faithful  dis-
charge thereol.  This provision is very unusual
and objectionable, as well as a subsequent clanse,
which obliges the ‘I'reasurer, Trustees, and Ma-
nagers. or the major part of them o swar o the
correctness of their anmual accounts,

The Actias it is at present framed. daes not ap-
pear o be caleulated to carry into effect the estab-
lishment of Savings Banks as they exist in this coun-
try : the provisions being much more applicable to
a Joint Stock Investment Company; and though,
in drawing the present Act. reference has certainly
been made to the Acts for regulating Savings Banks
in this conntry, vet the spirit and intention of them
seem to me to be overlooked. and several important
Clauses omitted. ‘

I am aware that much depends on the manner in
which the Rules and Regulations may be drawn,
but I am nevertheless of opinion that in its present
form this Act is not caleulated to establisly Savings
Banks in the Province on a satistactory foundation.:
You will therefore invite the Legidature to cun-i
sider the ohjections above statedand Her Majesty's
decision on the Act will be suspended until T shall
have learnt the result of their deliberations,

I have, &e.

(Signed.) Stenley.

The Rt Hon. Sir Charles Bucot,
&C. e, e,

{Copy.) No. 137,
Downing Street,
30th April, 1812,
Sir,

With refercnce to my Despatch of the 30th
April. enclosing two orders passed by Jer Majesty
in Council on the 27th instant, confirning and fc:w- |
ing to their operation certain Acts of the last Ses- |
sion of the' Legislature: of Cunedn, § have 1o request
vour attention to the following remarks which arise
on the Act to repeal eartain Acts therein mentioned,

and to “ consolidate the Laws relating to the Pro-

vineial Duties to be levied on Goods, Wares and
Merchandize imported into this Province.”

Although Hor Majesty has been advised to leave

the Act to its operation, Her Majesty’s Government
have felt serious doudits as to the policy of maintain-
ing %0 high a duty on Tea and on Madeira Wine,
as that Act imposes. A duty of 3d. per pound on
Tea will probably atfrd such encouragement to the
illicit intraduction of that article into Canada from
the United States, as will at once prejudicc the Re-
venue and discourage the importation of Tea in
British Vessels. T

There appears to be no sufficient reason tor
placing Mudeira Wine in a less favourable position

- than the Wines of other Countries by subjecting it
to higher Duties. Nor can [ abstain from observ-

ing that the imposition by a Colonial Legislature of
a differential Duty oprerating against the produce
of any particular country is open to serious objec-
tion, and tends to embarrass the relation of the Mo-
ther Country with such Fureign State.

Inconvenicnee may also be anticipated from the
scale of Spirit Duties under this Act when compli-
eated with the Duties imposed by the possessions
Act and the Ymperial Act 11, Geo. [T, Cap. 88, and
very accurate instructions will in consequence be
required by the Officers of Customs who arc em-
ploved in collecting both the Imperial and Colonial
Revenue, in order to define the amount which may
be lawfully eollected under these various Acts, nnt
only on Spirits, but on ather articles, more especial-
Iy Wines. Refined Sugar, and Molasses, and Syrups.

Having, however, recard to the inconveniehcee
and dissatisfaction which might arise in Canada.
from the disallowance of this Aect, and to the fact
that changes in the Imperial Duties, payable upon
the importation of Goods into the British posses-
sions in America. arc now under the consideration
of Parliament. which will, if decided on, neeessarily
lead tn the Revision by the Provincial Legislature,
of the Scale of Duties now cstablished. Her Ma-
jesty’s Government have felt themselves justified
in recommending that this act be left to its opera-
tion. ‘ :

I have, &c.

(Signed) Stanley.
The Right Honorable
Sir Charles Bagnt, &c. &e.

Extract of a Despatch from the Secretary of
State to the Iis Excelleney. the Governor,General,
dated, Downing-strect. 3d April, 1843, No. 15,

“ The act for better proportioning the punish-
ment to the offeue: in certain cases (distinguished
in the Records of this office as No, 198), substitutes
for transportation, an fmprisonment of . equal du-
ration in the Penitentiary.  Hence, in some cases
imprisonment for lif: must be inflicted, although
this is a penalty unknown to the Law of England.
Hencee, also it will happen that imprisonment for
long terms of ycars must be of frequent oceurrence.
But between imprisonment for a large portion of @
man's life, and transportation for the same period,
there is no real cquality. Transportation is in
such cases by far the less severe penalty of the two,
and it is a penalty of which the rigor progressively
drecreases as time passes on, and which is therefore
always cheered and sustained by hope.

T should conclude that these considerations es-
caped the notice of the Framers of this Law, If
brought to their attention by a suggestion from your-
sclf, they would probably introduce into the Legis-

Punishment for
offences.



