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JBNATIONAL 
LESSONS. '

Rfth tear, is::, march.
/(ggT QUARTER : STUDIES ABOUT THE 

KINGDOM OF ISBAEL.

M. J. 8. 
copy.)

B. C. 89b. Lesson xi. The Spirit on
Elisha ; or. Power from God.

2 Kings 2. 13-25. March 18.
Explanatory.

He. Elisha the son of Sbaphat, once a 
prosperous farmer of Abel-meholah ; for 
the past nine years the companion and 
servant of Elijah. Iu character and life 
almost a perfect contrast with his prede
cessor ; not a wanderer, but a quiet citi
zen, of gentle, sympathetic disposition. 
2 Kings 8, 11. On terms of friendship 
with kings. 2 Kings 13, 14. God raises 
up workers according to his need, and 
employs th<m according to their nature. 
Took up. His grasp of Elijah’s mantle 
shows bis faitu in God’s call. Mantle of 
Elijah. Once before that robe of skin 
had rested on his shoulders. J Kings 19, 
19. Then it was a token of his summons, 
n ov it is tbc insignia of his authority as 
chief of the prophetical ord r. Fell from 
him. The old Gileadite needs not that 
mantle iu the land whither be has gone. 
S * we drop oar i obéis of llesb as we mount 
up from earth to heaven. Went back. No 
time for weeping. Instantly be enters 
Upon bis new work. Let us spend our 
stre ngt: , not in sorrowing over departed 
salute, but iu striving to fcallow their ex
ample.

Smote the waters. The words may 
signify that he sti uck twice, once before 
speaking, and again after. Where is the 
Lord God of Elijah ? The utterance, not 
of doubt or inquiry, but of exultant faith. 
Elijah had left the land, but Elijah’s God 
was still living in Israel, to make his foes 
tremble and bis followers rejoice. The 
mantle of Elijah is nothing, but his God 
is every thing. We may wear the robes, 
and copy the manners of departed heroes, 
but all in vain unless their God gives us 
power. Parted. Those waters had parted 
before the ark of God, (Josh. 3, 15. 16,1 
and before that mantle in Elijah’s hands, 
now they obey it when held by Elisha, 
showing that all the power of the master 
was vested in his servant.

Sons of the prophets. Young men 
in training - for teachers of religion, 
Which were to view. Literally “ which 
were at Jerieo, opposite across the riv
er from the scene of Elijah’s ascension, 
but near enough to witness Elisha’s re
turn. The spirit of Elijah doth rest on 
Elisha. Thev marked in his very look 
the signs of inspiration, ayul on bis sboul 
der the badge of authority. There is 
something about the man called of God 
which reveals his vocation and makes 
others feel it in his presence. Bowed 
themselves. The men trained up in the 
schoois bow before the man taken from 
the plow. Whom God has called his peo
ple must honor.

Strong men. Vigorous, and able to 
make, if need be, a long and close search. 
Peradventure, Perhaps. The Spirit of 
the Lord. God’s messengers were some
times carried away suddenly and mysteri
ously to new fields of duty. Cast him. 
They could not realize that their master 
was taken up bodily into heaven. And 
no wonder, for such a miracle bad not 
transpired for more than two thousand 
years. They probably supposed that he 
might have perished in the whirlwind, and 
that his body bad been tossed mangled 
upon the earth. Ye shall not. Elisha, 
who alone had witnessed the ascension, 
well knew the uselessness of the search. 
To him it appeared as a sort of unbelief, 
not to be sanctioned. %

Ashamed. Lest some might suppose 
his motjve for refusing was neglect of bis 
master, and a secret unwillingness to have 
him brought back. He said, Send. A 
good and wise man will yield for the sake 
of peace that which is contrary to his 
judgment, provided it be not contrary to 
bis conscience. Found him not. No con
viction is so sure as that gained by hard 
work and severe experience. Their doubt 
only attested the accession of Elijah, as 
the disciples unbelief proved all the more 
clearly the resurrection of Christ.

He tahried at Jerico. This city 
seems to have been bis permanent abode. 
Elijah bad passed among men like a flash
ing meteor, Elisha dwelt among men as 
the bénéficient sunshine. Did I not say. 
Not boastingly, but as a gentle reproof 
for their unbelief, and an injunction in 
future, to trust more implicity in his judg
ment.

Men of the city. Probably the elders 
or rulers, who spoke in behalf of its poo- 
pie. Sa d nut > Elisha. They had not 
made nj plie it ion to Elijah, because he 
was not a resident n the city, and per
haps bis "sternness repelled them ; but 
came to Elisha as a genial, friendly towns
man Situation...... pleasant. On a broad
plain, five miles north of the Dead Sea. 
green with groves of palm, and shaded by 
the Quarantania mountains from the set
ting sun. The world is like Jerico, beau-
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and the ground barren. The water salt,
and in jurions to the land, caosirg végéta- N ETH0DI8T BOOK ROOM,
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(literally, “ causing to mis
carry ”) indicates that the water bad a 
tendency to produce untimely births. 

And he said. He would test their
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j impure. We must search out the heart- | 
i spring ; if that fountain be cleansed, all 
! the issues of life will be clean. Cast the 
salt in. “ A miracle within a miracle,” 
as said the old rabbins ; to beal the 

i waters, and to beal them by the very elc- ‘ 
ment of Lairennesa. Thus saith the Lord. 
The true prophet is careful to keep him
self in the background, and to give all 
honor 10 the mighty Worker. Not...any 
more. What God does, is done once for
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complete and permanent.

Unto this day. A large spring still 
flrws near the site of Jericho, called “ Ain
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school of the prophets. Even there at the 
head quarters of idolatry were found a 
faithful few. By the way. By the usual 
road ; probably the ascending defile of 
Wady Suwcmit, now well shaded, then a 
dense forest, the home of wild beasts. 
Little children.x.The word here used may 
denote young people of all ages, from in
fancy to manhood. The most of them 
were, no doubt, half grown boys, perhaps 
the scholars just out of some idolatrous 
school, early taught to rcoff at the God of 
Israel. Mocked him. To this day the 
traveler in the Orient sometimes finds 
crowds of boys screaming offensive 
names, and, perhaps, burling stones after 
him. Go up. Ridiculing the ascension 
of Elijah, and contemptuously calling 
upon bis successor to follow him. Bald 
he ad. A term of reproach in the East, 
wh etc baldness often conics from leprosy, 
and applied even to those with hair. See 
in this conduct irreverence towaid age, 
contempt lor religion, and blasphemy to
ward Grid ; a near approach to the sin 
against the Holy Ghost.

Loomed on them. Not in anger at 
their taunt to himself, but their contempt 
for bis office and God’s cause. Cursed 
them. Not in his own name, or by bis 
own authority, but by divine order, and in 
the name of the Lord. God sometimes 
commands bis messengers to enrse as well 
as to bless. Only on this occasion do wc 
find E litba a minister of wrath. He must 
show in the outset that Elijah’s sword of 
justice, though sheathed, was not lost. 
Two she bears. Ravenous and dangerous. 
God has instruments of punishment on 
every hand—fire, flood, famine, wicked 
men, and wild beasts. Tare. Did not 
eat, but tore in pieces. A warning that 
the sins of the young, as well as the oldf 
are noticed by God. Elisha did not sum
mon the btars ; he simply pronounced 
the curse. The destruction was God’s 
work, and its indorsement

To Mount Carmel. Probably for 
meditation and preparation. To Samaria, 
the royal residence, where service was 
awaiting him. Elisha, unlike his prede
cessor, appears, on terms of friendliness 
with monarchs. Bnt Ahab was now dead 
and his successors on the throne were 
men of very different character ; all less 
determined Baaiites, and some of them 
friendly to the old religion.
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