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The world is full of wonders.
1

_.uessed

Bat what
vonders of chiseled stoves,and har- |
and islands 181

and_islands rising and
ud bursine mountains

are
lightuings,
_sinking iu the deep, a
and comets that

*“ Plough the twinklina
ike foum-bells ou a tr.

1
i

« i

1

| the
when compared with the wonders of the

pre Je Christ

I €l uan.

and al wonders of the world eombined,

feene  our - text | us

knocking at the I

THIS SCENE IS W CHRIST'S

"

1. He exhibits wond
No langzuave can
P
from a throne
tar. I'h}'xm,;
from this little
fashioned sun.
;'In-r. 10 el

heaven’s throne

RT,

on.

utt
Kine
v shipyard,

her can tell Lo
earth, up to yond
But

1ation

can grasp it. 3 * it s
1 is not very |
w far it is

{
T great old |
no king, no [w.}lu.-u-'

Low tar it I

down to the sinner’s bolted

can tell W is from
<Iunr.

We make m

seension olten exhibited amone

of the seceming conde-
men., 1!
1 speaks to a peasant

uch
Gustavus of Sweder

girl at a wountain well, and goes home
with Liery to sce her poor, dying mother ly-
g upon a lowly pallet, it must be historied.
It the Kind hearted Victoria roes
Hizhland cottaze, the papers
the world must know it

there ix little condescen s

1mito

a

i
{

ISt print
This is well. St
king knock-
SNometi

|
ionin a
g ata poor man's door, nes none

at all. A ploughman may
A '
prairie log-hut muy cont

bility and 411];11&[_\7 than a |

monarchs mivht fee!

be a prince’s

peer. calin or ¢

|
|‘I
1
i

honey-suckl

nmore rea

no-
Some

honored iy ~‘:x':".fllﬁ' al
doors.  But think ** the
Iigh and lofty One that inh

whose name is holy,” kne

some coltage of

itetl: e H:l‘nil}'.
r at the door
of ragged, wretched man.
seension !
2. He exhibit’s n
knocks, and you |’|‘]~!.'.'.‘ b
knocks and You answer**
knocks and youery, ** engage

conlge-

/ Ile
le
He
He kl!()(‘L.~
He knocks
Does hie leave then 7
His }r:\livm'«- 18 long-sufferi

lery peclier

call aeain.”
not at home.”
|

and you say, * let him staud.”

and gels no response,
-\‘P.
he knocks on still ; still he 1
there any such patiene

pL.e% ,th 80
knocks on.,  Is
l't'(‘“l't!\'ll by lvin"_'r‘:l—
phier or Listorian?  That storicd of philan- |

thropists, of saves, of Christiaus, shrinks

ttleness

into 1ni«'1'u.~<~np.<- li
with such as this. For years
and years He hias been ki
hearts. There
patience !

when compared
y and years
knocking at
Ile stands

your
to-day.  What

This patience is exercised in the
the greatest insult.  One of the most cele-
brated of the old Stoies condensed his phil-
osophy into the well known words, *1
and torbear ™

face of

wear
But Epictetus was a poor
embodiment of his philosophy ¢ mpared

Ie

man and devil.

insult of
your heart
The Devil
as the door flies open, he is told

'“.w world kluu l
door spl‘[li;\ openasto the voie of an **open
The flesh knocks and walks right
of them may walk in without

with Jesus, has o bear the

\

Ile knocks at

and you cry * 1o admittance.”

knocks, and

1

to*

tstep in."” , and the
sesame.”

in.  Any

| shabby and dirty

broken soul. You have no water with
which to wash. until you get it from His
spring. Yoy have no vesture to replace
your rags, until you get it from his ward-
robe. You have no jewellery with which
to adore, unless you get it from His jewel-
house. Surely you are not ignorant of that.
He alove can cleanse your thoughts and
keep them clean ; sweeten your temper and
keep it sweet. He alone can perfume your
being with the aroma of the skies, and
adorn your spirit with the Koo-i-noors of
heaven. He alone can regenerate and re-
glorify, and furnish your soul-house for a
royal dwelling. He wants to furnish it with
the upholstery of heaven; to hang it with
pictures besides which those of the Louvre
aud the Vatican are worse than dun, dingy
rags; to fill it with jewels compared with
whicli those of Loudou tower are worthless ;
to chisel it into beauty and splendor before

which the architectural adornings of the

Albambra ure mere heaps of Saracenic rub-
Still you let Him stand outside be-
cause you and your house are poor, and
Wounderful pride ! Still
you think that you will be able to prepare
yourself to receive Him some day. Won-
derful iguorance !
4. You show a u'ourlw:/"ul '/'urf/rv/'ruz'm,m |
Mark His position. He stands at your
door, and so may leave any moment. He |
may write on your door, * Behold, your |
house is left unto you desolate.” Ie umyi
write below that, *“ Ephraim is joined to
idols ; let him alone.” [He may write be- |
low that, ** He that is unjust, let him bc.‘
upjust still : and he which is filthy, ‘

let him |
be filthy still.”  Then you will be 1r«>uh!cd]

')K.‘En.

with no hand knocking, and no voice call-
at the door. Then the door of heaven
Then
you will never walk the shimmering streets
of the city of gold and precious stones, nor
staud with the harpers on the crystalline
sea, nor see the sickled angels, nor the el-
ders with their golden vials, nor feel the
blessed presence of the Alpha and Omega. |
Doomed! Doomed! Look for the |

Your house is built upon the banks |
of hell. The coming storm will sweep it ‘
off'into the fiery lood.  Drowned in perdi-

~ '
ton .

ing

will be shut forever against you.

ouat
worst.

O dear, dear, have you forgotten
He may leave your door for
Wonderful Lett . by God
what will you do when the Lour of
and thunder-bosomed are
mustering and burstmg, and wrath-wineed

torgetfulness !
storm
comes, clouds
winds are flapping in hushless ire, nmaking
the windows rattle, aud the door clatter,
and the
tremble ?
when the judzment throne is setting,

rafters creak, aud the foundations

i

ind
the graves are rending and the stars are
bursting and the mountaius are tumbljne,
and the seas are boiling, and the latest
tempests are  clapping  their pinionus of
flame?  What will you do then withont
Jesus. Forget not He may leave.

I11.

We began by speaking of the condescen-
on, and patience and love of Jesus. We
eud by speaking of the wonderful warnin
He He both and
knocks. ** Behold, 1 stand at the door and
knock.”  How earnest, and urgeut aud per-
sistent I is.
night a few mounths ago, * I'll put an alarm
clock at the head of your bed to wake you
up at Lall past four.” Half past four came,

IHIS IS A WONDERFUL ALARM.

o

gives  sinners. calls

Said a gentlemau to me one

knocking.

preterred to
Nevertheless e
koocks o
paticnce !
//t eihil i
that makes him coudesce nd to siand at your
heart, and knock so loug. Lo y
Him there. Whence came 1le?
land far. fur beyond our mortal ken, where
they walk on golden streets and sit on gold
en thrones, and wear golden crow us, and
strike golden harps ; where the zates are
pearly aud the Lomes are pal , and the
the groves l.nil".\‘\.\

<K,

Satan and his black horde are
his

torbearant

snite.
that he

Jesus and blessed

still. paticuce |

3. ‘ vivderiul It is love

u brought
From a

ces
|Sedas are \Xlll'lll]“"“‘
and the hus
Lie lovers chane
)

Lll'n‘ lrl‘wllgld “im,
came he'to your door?
dle the
Mnnvly Gethsemane,

the

less and the

s

and

summer

waneless, and (

love joys cudless, aud the cestucies

cense-
less. By whlat waq
By \.:1;’ of the (‘l‘i;/
cold night Lil the
aud the mock judg-
ment halll the dark Golrotha and the garden
Love brought Lim and love keeps
Lim™ at yonr door, calling long after His
voice is weary, and knock

manger aud Is,

)
1

grave.

g long, long

Wonderft

i,

atter his arm is tired wonder-

tful love !

II THIS SCENE 15 WONDERFUL ON THE
SINNER'S PART.

1. You shawa wond: rful indifference to

Jesus wants to fill your

soul with benedictions. He stands at vour

door, vot witha halter to hang you,but with

a garment rich and suowy in which to dress

you; not with a war

your oun gUU’l.

\Ill[l"t‘lm, but with a pardon for your
Bvs A P
|

- L =
and guiltiness and vet you negleet to
enter.  Wonderlul indifference !
in, with salve for your sore, blit
with for the cold il
your beine—with a brimmin

He wauts

love-tir ril
r euy
rst—with

water to quench your heart thi
tray ladencd with ime |
ty your soul-cravn

What

and satisfaction.

rta

side, idifier

2. You show

inyo

is soul danger

of heaven and earth

slumber—to slumber in a burniny
lullaby of hell, ** Awake thou 1
est.”  ** What meanest thou O sleeper ?
Arise call upon thy God.” The Land of
death and judement will soon be thuw

at the door, awake, awake !

hat leen
sieep-
I

dering

3. You show a weiierfi .
Perhaps you iy'::\‘v
indifference letha
don’t want Jesus to see your rags
cleaaness.  You LUK |
betore T let Him in.”  Just s
and scour a
wash and dress before vou |

Surely you must kuow that you never can
prepare yourself to ive Him. Pride
says, * Yes I can,” and so you try. Kai
ure tollows. You may prepare to receive
un earthly guest, but you can pever sweep
your being of dust aud devils, never wash
your heart from filth and vanity, never |
darn your torn innocence, or tinker your

norance, gol over vour

and your but you
aud un-

clean up
s You wantto

|ay, nmust

sweep and dust nd serub and
et Jesus enter.
rec:
-

|

What |

ant to 1ll‘ng you to tiie |

¢t him |

“| that criedy, * O Jerusalem, Jerusalem.”

|
L you il

the alarm went off with a shiarp, load, whiz
{ * Yes, yes,” thought
[L, < ru get upin a moment or two.” |
dropped to sleep agaio, but was aroused by
the gentleman knocking and  shouting at
the door, ** wake up, wake up, the boat will
| leave in about twenty minutes.” That gen-
k Ueman was auxious that the preacher should
|not oversleep himself, and be late that
| morning.  Jesus is  wonderfully, tremen-
dously anxious that the sinner should not
oversleep himself and be lost. He knows
that you are in danger of everlasting late-
uess. He has placed alarm-agents all round
you. Alarm-clocks are sounding, alarm-
(bells ringing, alarm-guns firing, alarm-
voices  calling.  There are - alarm-hands
| kuocking at every door of your sleepy soul.
They are knocking at the intellect, kuocking
at the heart, knocking at the imagination,
knocking at the memory, knocking at the

and whir, and whirl.

your being.  Jesus is in ey ery knock. He
gh pulpit and press, throuch
gemus and poety through  headache and
licariache, through coftins and shipwrecks
He knocks through broken cisterns aud
withered geurds and burning homes, and
shattered prospects.  He knocks and knocks
and calls aud calls. He calls now iu tones
loud as thuuder, and now in whisperings
gentle as the liquid lispiugs of a baby
brooklet.

He calls at your door with the same voice
{that spoke the stars into existence in th

{ knocks throu

C
| foretime, and that one uight, loug, long ago,

hushed the storm on the Galilean sea. |le
{calls with that same voice which spoke to
[ Adam in the garden, and to Abraham on
Mouut Moriah, and to Moses on Horeb from
the burning mountain bush, and to Elijal
in the cave, on that same ** mount ot God.”
He calls at your door with the same voice
i
* Lazarus, come

with the same voice that cried, as He stoo

wed by the grave,

—with the same voice, that on calva-

torth

ry utteved the victory ery, * It is finished

He calls, with that same voice which com- |

muned with John in the Patmos dungeon,

at on u Palestinean highway cried,

I, Saul, why persecutest thou me.”
knocks at your door with the same hand
ed the
round
i, und played on Mary’s bosom. and
lon Often Yyou
have beard Him at your door.  Again ar
I again,you have heard Him there.
1in uud again and again you have
“ Yex, yes.”  But again and again

e
which corded the sunbeams, and paint
iris, and wreathed the lightning
N1
l one of Canaan's rees,
1
azain ual
.\l.li

saldy

and again you have gone to sle ep. Ah me!]
Dear friend, will you |

what 1= to be done?
really sleep on until you wake in hell. Av
ful waking! What is that I hear? It is
Jesus at your door. Can you hear Ilim?
*Ho!” *awake!” * Harken!” *¢ Arise ”
** Attend!”  ** Behold, I stand at the d
and knock.”  Wondertul alarm.

7/ ~ u'.Ll/'/x .‘./lz‘u[u‘\ "s’ul/ yutl can op n
Then do it now.

oor
»”
of

e

Let the world’s
Quick! Quick !

the bars.
Lealer ai

Open? Quick !
d helper in.

| bad tried
| 1 Xl'“.‘?‘.“

evermore ?

Left by Jesus, what will you do |

will, kuocking at every door and window of

/ N v - ",

Rise. vt with : not worth a thousand dollars to give away for
vy i8S G laing ars P

| the nails, back with the bolts, down with | benevolence, more than others of tle same

Ere the crash of heaven’s door shutting in
your face, tells you that the knell of your
immortal soul struck. Up mag, up,
(liN:“y l:r_'y'—-

* Come quickly in, thou heavealy
Nor ever hence remove ;

But sup with us, and let the feast
Be everlasting love.”

Suest,

THE 8LESSINGS OF TO-DAY.

Strange, we never prize the music
Till the sweet-voiced birds have flown :
Strange that we should slight the violets
Till the lovely flowers are gone ;
Strange, that summer skies and sunshine
Never seem one halt so fair
As when winter's snowy pinions
Shake the white down in the air.

Lips from which.the seal of silence
None but God can roll away,

Never blossomed in such beauty
As adorns the mouth to-day.

And sweet words that freight ou

memors
With their beautitul perfume,
Come to us in sweeter accents

tl

Through the portals of the tomb

Let us gather up the sunbeams
Lying all around our path ;
Let us keep the wheat and roses,
Casting out the thorns and chatf:
Let us find our sweetest comfort
In the blessings of the day,
With a patient baid remoy ing

All the briers from our way.—hurchinan

COVETOUSNESS.

When a

love of gold, Le becomes the

man gives himself up to the unholy
slave of a passion
which will consume him. Cicero defined covet- |
ousness to be— Infinita pecunie cupiditas—an

mfinite desi and Solowmon, who

1

said ;

T money |

vorld and knew i,

that loveth sitver shalt noe be satisfied with sil-

Le

£ , . .
This all consuming passion is not,

ver; that Joveth abundance with

HE] lnn::) suppose, an nnocent [n()[n-x,rn\, or

a mere fault in charact It is a fearful, de-

t

lating erime, ¢ I with the worst which

It

commandment,

|

Gud prohibits  au punishes, 15 a direct

violation of the  tenth

N\

put alongside of thefts, murders,

an

theouibsi ]
hroughou l

t the Ol an 'w Testaments it is

|
|
i It
:A-lm.v!luu
jand ““allu

that
)

Ty usness' and it is declared

‘* neither thivves 1

| it the kingdom of God ;" and that ** No covet-
| ous man Lath any inheritance in the kingdem
of Christ and of God.” The praises that are

given to men who gain it wealth by any

gr
kind of means are only the obsequious flatter-
ies of 'men devoid of conscience, The wicked
blesseth the covetous, whom  the Lord abhor-
reth.” The rapid accamulation ot wealth by
any meams 15 a snare, and an evil which
be caretully ou:

tul fires of covetou which Solomon com

*lell

never full ;

)

and destruction,” which

St. Paul

parces to are
= Tln‘_\ that

will be rich tall into temptation, and a soare,

and says,

and inta many {ollish and burtful lusts, which

drown wen in destruction and perdition. For

the love of m uey 1s the root of all evil ; which

while some coveted alter, they bhave erred tfrom

the faith, and pierced  themselves through

with many sorrows.” The cultivation of a pas-

sion for riches end

Punserupulous methods of gaining money, and

mean and miserly course of conduct in refer-

ence to every object of benevolence and chari-
iy

uel as the grave and wicked as sin.
I

restless, boundless, relentless desire for money

causes men to forget the

cr

restraints of consci-

ence, and the sacredness of law, ard to plunge

into all the rapacious villanies of Tammany,

and the renmorscless official thievings v
unearthed betore oar eyes in many places,
Covelousness |
Uswindling ;

and many forms « it quickens the

ingenuity which invents adulterations, and cor-
ruptions in ev.
The med
coffee, tea, sugar
|

rytiing we eat, drink, and wear.

ines prescribed in our sickness, the

are adulterat and the

|

poor are cheated far
[ :
| wore tl the rich, for they buv the cheapest

| Y \ 1 ™
| and that is alway s the worst and dearest. Those

who drink spirituous liquors, and especially

i

| fine ,

| Their brandy 2

winlus, aie aiways swindled, not piued.

costing five dollars a gallon, is
L

| made, mo-t likely, the wholesale dealer,
|

’ in 2is own laborat
|
l
!

The ch:

'Y, at a cost of fifty cents a

gallon. mpazne wine 13 manufactured

in the neighboring town, and the best of it is

only cider put up at a cost not exceeding ten or

ts a bottle. Thousands of baskets

fitteen cet

of the best and costliest champagne are made

I tais country wirt

adrop of grape juice

in the wbole, and tue whole liquc

i
|
{with unimagived and unappeasable villainy,

Greed induces  wild  speculation,

!
i schemes for making money, extortion, bribe ry,

| corrupiion in legisiatures a general de-
| ) S
| bauching of the publc conscience.  Great cor-
| porations accumulating greater riches

| .
vear, bide the ind

of each member, under the broad and general
power of the budy corporate, and me rcilessly
| plunder the people, committing

br and

l‘y‘:-"“y\' 1bery, extortion,

thieving, witness LErie and multitudes
other cases.

1

| street are wild

the spoils of their ravenous forays on the peo-
ple. Covetousness blinds the moral sense,
J blunts every devotional and reverential teeling

a

and makes religion'a show and parade, a dis-

play of millinery, and a pompous performance
intended for eves and ears ot men, instead of

1

being addressed to God.
Riches, to be enjoved, must be

good of ou

clory of God and the
e - . .
and men who are growing rich need to be
|

|

careful lest they should be gradually
the ** accursed lust of gold,” which stops at no
me and ends in an infinit2, insatiable desire
We have known men who were

led into

’ Cry
for money.

’cbnrcb. and worth a bundred thousand. Some
men who give one tenth of all their income,

and there

v e |

| th&mselves us God's agents in dispensin

r covetous shall jnher- |

| we envy their resources,

must |
. 1L |
L or it will kindle fthe fear- |

The sbameless gambling in stocks, gran, | . .
‘ ° " S 1S {verse is that of thc miser, and all covetousness
gold, and merchandise is the product of greed : x .
Thi leads to bis habits and his doom. We entreat
iis

vhich are

- . o
apires smuggling, and cheating |

and every thing else we use |

or traffic n-vk.\j

dishonest |

every |

al aud special rascality |

the crimes of | the
wholesale |
°f and the risks the
The bulls and bears - of Wall | bim.
beasts of prey who batten on |

l from heaven a ce!

will only be able te give ten twenty or thirty
dollars :0 the causeot Christ; now let the in-
come of a hundred dollars become a thousand
and that of a thoussnd become ten thousand,
will they who gave at first one tenth give

t
still ?

Why not give in the same proportion? We

give it as our solemn conviction that there is

» remedy for covetousness but constant, cross-
bearing giving away, as God gives to us. Sup-
pose a man makes five thousand dollars a year
and gives only fifty away, the balance will eat
as doth a canker. He has robbed God and
hid his money, and such riches will increase
and multiply the untappiness of their owner, ‘
and give him a burden' of care and sorrow
through life.  ** Ricbes take
wings and fly away "—wings of fire—of winds
God- musters the
against ill-gotten gains and marshals all the
forces of his empire against the pride they en-

to themselves

and tempests.

gender. ** Riches are not forever,” they are
treasures which moths eat and
and which thieves break through and steal.
They are deceitful and unsatisfactory. ** Be|
not afraid when one is made rich, when the
glory of the bouse is increased; for when he
dieth be shall carry nothing away ; his glory
*“For what is a
man profitied it he gain the whole world aud
lose his own soul ?"

skall not descend atter him.”

I made
we great works, I builded me houses, | plant- |

Solomon says :

I looked on
all the works that mine hands had wrought

¢d me vineyards, etc.

|

|

** God accepteth ‘

and on the labor that I bad labored to do: and
behold all was vanity and vexation of spirit,
no profit.”
not the persons ;ot princes, nor regardeth the |
** Riches ]vruﬁt not |

was

rich more than the poor.”
10 the day of wrath. Tkeir silver and their gold
shall not deliver them in the day of the wrath
of the Lord. He that trusteih in his riches
shall fall.” The lesson we wish to teach in
this article is that we are God's stewards, that
our business talents are his as much any other
gift
business men They

to give, are to regard

o

£ mer-

cies.  They must give as God gives to them,
When they make bundreds
of thousands they must give with the same

and always do so. |
lib- |
o=~
cral hand.  Many a shriveled soul in the
church is becoming hardened and seared by
covetousness,  These souls must be aroused to
a higher lite, to nobler consecration, to more
libera Covetousness is the growth of

giving.

[ial
n

s0 benevolence and liberality-are Christian bab-
its cultivated aod sanctified by frequent use,

a habit, the habit of hoarding without

ving,

We see so much that rich men might do that
not fer the sake ot
wealth, but for the sake ot dowg good. When-
ever Christians consecrate their business to
God, they are happy, and such a ¢hurch s
truly blessed, but rich men who are covetous
are a curse to the church. Their presence is
mildew and rottenness, and their whole ¢xam-
ple pestilential. * Ye rich—covetous—men

weep and howl, for your miseries that shall

| come upon you. Your riches are corrupted,

and your garments are motn-eaten. Your gold

| and silver is cankered ; and the rust of them

shall be a witness against you, and shall eat
your flesh as fire.” God gives you power to
get wealth and you are bound to use it for his

'sole glory.  We bless God that many of our

| business men are coming up to the full measure

Is in a seared conscience, lnl their pn.nh-;':un, but afew hug their bags of
ol gold, and sink into the depths from which there

|is no redemption. They corrupt and ruin their
children and leave them wrangling over their
| graves for the treasures they laid up on earth.

I'be poorest,most abject soul in the whole uni-

{all who read this to give all they can to God,
| soul, body, business, all for Christ's sake.—
! Central Advocate.

|

USEFUL SERMONS,

There are extant well authenticated in-

| stances of modern sermons and preachers being
favored with blessed success. We know a

h

be means of twenty-eight conversions.

| London minister who delivered a sermon whic
| was t

| We know another who preached a discourse of

place. An eminent independent minister in

| the provinces preached one Sunday evening, |

and
versions to his appeals,
| the Mayor and Member of Parliament for the
| eity in which the preacher resides. A tradition
‘()))fuiln in Cornwall that the cclebrated Joseph
| Benson once preacl
jcungrcgariun, and that five hundred persons
| professed to find the Saviour, and joined the
{ Weslevan Societies ; and thos

ied to an immense open air

e who lave read
his life know that he otten preached with such
power that bhis

| transcendent hat
could scarcely keep their seats,

ronorecat ions
(\'Ual sation

James Sherman often preached with
’ft:(‘l.

great ef-
A brief extract from his bio
We Lis
words: ** Occasionally God blessed and distin-
guished the preaching of his Word by remark-
|able manitestations of his seving power. In
the early part of the year 1837, 1 preached one
| Sabbath evening from Mark vi. 36, * And the re
| were also with Him other little ships.” The
text was striking, and caught the

graphy will

confirm this statement. quote owu

attention of
congregation. The subject was the ear-
nestness with which men must seek for C

¥ must be willing to run to find
As I proteeded in the illustration and
enforcement of the principle stated, the

re came
estial breeze, and one litile

elements |

rust consumes, |

He calls ministers to preach, and he calls | talks about and criticises others.

great power, and thirty-six couversions took |
|

seventy-six persous attributed their con- |

and one of them became |

‘ Here am I—take me.'—
1 from the pulpit both vestries
school room were filled with pewqgons

t

would have uttered,
When 1 descende
and the
anxious to comverse with me. 1 Y R 10
talk  with them one at a time, and wrhal g
few elderly persons in the church to distrlbute
themselves among those in the school room.
In the midst of my converse, and after be had

v
I

waited for more than an hour, a gentleman ot
some position knocked at my vestry door, and
said, * Sir, bere are enough to fill twenty boats ;
vou do with us ?*  Exhausted bevond
measure, I kneeled down and
them. The place was literally a Bochim.

** After prononncing the benediction, I beg-
ged of them to retire, and to come and see me
| on the morrow or Tuesday. The greater num-
| ber did s0; but some were afraid, dear souls,
that the impression “would wear awiy, and
others were so circumstanced that that was the |
{ouly time they had, and they begged as for,
[their lite, that I would converse with them for
I remained amongst them until
11 o'clock, listering to their respective vows |
and anxious expressions of faith in Christ. The |

what wi

prayed with

afew minutes .

way for a fool.™ ** I always do." replied Wes-
ley stepping aside and calmly passing on.—
Stephen's History of Methodism.

- som o

MORBID MELANCHOLY.

en often indulge in moodiness, and suffer

ihemselves to sink into fits of melancholly
which impair not only their peace but their
sanity.  Melancholy is a species of insanity,
and many intellects, yvielding to its sway are
hopelessly wrecked. This morning our eye tell
upon this paragraph in the Missouri Democrat.
Speaking of the iomates of an insane asylum
1t says:

In the next room, sitting in a rocking-chair,
as though ia deep meditation, is a noble look- |
ing man, tastetully dressed in black broad-|

cloth. He once beld a high position in tbe;

| #hurch—one of the shining lights ot the world |

—learned, eloquent and zealous in the cause|
of Christ, loved and bonored throughout the
land ; now a hopeless victim of mehncbolin——-;
a noble wreck, with the light of his genius |
extinguished in the very blaze of its glory and |

Scripture that does not denounce the accumula=s
tion of wealth as a sin, and the possession of
wealth which is obtained without effort on the
part of the possessor, as a great foe to the soul'y
prosperity—‘ a spare” or trap, iz which it may
be caught and become its victim,snd an impoed-
iment and obstruction to the sccaring of sak
vation or in the growth of holiness. Yet men
fail not to ** consider” their own cause, their
own interest, exclusively, and wholly tail to
consider the cause of the poor at all. Tl re-
ligion of Christ will be more predominant whan
with whatever pains, labor and effort men come
sider their own interest, the pains, labor and
effort with which they consider the cause of the
poor is greater still.— Pac: fic Methodist.

NEW YORK STATE METHODIST
CONVENTION.

This very large gathering of inte ligent and
influential representative men, lay and clerical,
irom all parts of this great State spent several
days in considering the position and responsi-
bilities of the Methocist Church. We wish

: . : o R = .. | that we cou oom i
excitement sustained me for the time. and a | the culmination of its promise. lrul)' may it could fiad o pubh'h a full Teport

[ night's rest recruited me* But O! it was worth
After suit-|
{able examination, many were admitted to the |

dying for to witness such a scene.

church, eighty-four of whom attributed their
conversion to Christ to that sermon.
many joined other churches is known only to

llow‘f

God aloge. The larger number remained for
years; many of them remain to this day,
amongst the most active and devoted members |

of the church.—Christian World. '

t
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TIIE HABIT OF DEFAMING.

If there is one human fault more common
than another, it is that ot reflecting upon |
people behind their backs. Every variety of
ywhere found, from the malig- |
nant calumniator, who libels with poisoned |
[tongue, to the careless gossiper who babitually
** There are
[ some persons,” wrote Wollaston in his Religion

| defamer is ever

of Nature, ** who carry their stories fi om tamily
to family and propagate them very fast, likel
little insects. There are few, very few, who
bave the will and the ability to represent things
truly.” ** The same man,” savs Arthur Helps,
*“ who would be ashamed of talking at hazard |
| about the properties of a flower, of a weed, of
will put forth his
guesses about the cl aracter of his brother man
as if he had the fullest authority for all that he

was saying.”

some figure in geometry,

|

Otten an entire neighbourhood
is prejudiced in advance against a new comer
by some slur which an acquaintance has let
drop.  Who is there that has not experienced
the injustice of a remark made in anger or
envy P

The criticising grows on what it
feeds upon, until those who yield to it not un-
frequently become confirmed railers or back-
biters. From torce of habit they look for the
taults and flaws of others, and seemingly take
satistaction in detecting, and exposing them.
Did it ever occur to you, reader, to keep an
account for a single day of the many persons
you have spoken against justly or unjustly ?

Generally sfleaking, the individual whom
| everybody likes is the one who speaks kindly
[ of everybody, who instead of retailing scandal

Labit of

{or unpleasant facts concerning persons, always
ilms a good word or keeps quiet. ** He never
|says any thing against any one.” ** He was
!‘n«\ er known to breathe a word against a soul,”
are remarks which we occasionally hear made
of persons. We bave two such acquaintances
now in mind, and we never witness the cordial-
ity with which they ar verywhere received,
without thinking that im.\a to keep a bridled
tongue.

Suppose you resolve at the beginning of the
week, that you will not make an unkind re-

{ mark against any ooe; that though this or that
| may be true, you will not repeat it; depend
[ upon it, you will be bappier when next Sunday
[ comes round, for even bhaving made the resolu-
: 1on, though you have not wholly kept it. But
after a tme you will be able to carry it ou:.
g si-

lence, will ultimately become formed, so that

The habit of restraint and its maintainin

[You can withbold your fling when others are

{ pulling people’s character to pieces.

+ -

HUMOR OF JOHN WESLEY.

Wesley's bumor, however, enhanced the

blanduness of his piety, and enabled him some-

times to convey reproot in a manner which
could hardly be resented with ill-temper.—
{

[0

Micbael Fenwick,™ he says, ** was oftea hin-
dered from settling in business because God
| bad other work for him to do. He is just made
being an excellent groom,

¢, aad upon oecasions

to travel with me,

valet-de-chambre,

made.”

How many ministers fall into temptation
to indulge in melancholy forebodings without
thinking of the possible results! Throughout
the Sacred Records, joy, praise, peace are |
celebrated as the essential ingredients of true
piety ; henc: one may well be alarmed at the
presence of morbid melancholy. Melancholy
is defined by Webster thus; A gloomy state
of mind, often a gloomy state that is of some
continuance or babitual.” What is this but a
species of insanity ? Men of such constitution-
al temperaments as are subject to fits of de-
pression should resist the tendency by every
means in their jpower. The ‘‘ blues” may be
thought to be only a proper subject for jokes,
but it is & dreadful disease in many minds and
needs such spiritual correctiun as will keep the
mind in equipoise and finally cause the syp-
toms entirely to depart. We know not how
others contend against this blighting curse
but we feel assured that a great victory may
be gained by grasping the means of help with-
in our reach.

1. We must learn to trust implicitly the
They never fail, and always
furnish solid ground for cheerful thoughts.
** Though He slay me yet will I trust in Him."”
Jt may be dark and tempestuous around us but
God still lives above us and rules the elements.
He cannot fail nor be discouraged. He is our
Father still, and graciously upholds those who
trusg in hirg.

2. When fits melancholy come on we
should seek cheerful subjects of thought,poems
of praise, good society, and pleasing occupa-
tions. Luther used to sing himself out of mel-
ancholy, and the remedy is effectual for one
Itis hard to be discouiaged

|

promises of God.

of

who can sing.

while singing.

“ O jovfal sound of Gospel grace,
Christ shail in me appear,

I, even I, shall see his face,
I shall be holy here.”

‘“Jesu’ all the day long
Was my joy and my song.

Sing yourself clear out of the darkness into
God's glorious light.

But if you cannot sing, read the Pslams,
pray in secret and pray so that you can bear
your own voice. Often our secret prayers are
mere musing or mumblings because we |do not
put our petitions in the language of devotion.
Sometimes the very act of prayer, the appesl
to the Father above us will soften the heart and
relieve it of its burden.

3. Let not any degree of melancholy pre-
vent earnest work, and the hope of success,
Melancholy is contagious ; despair infuses itselt
into other spirits. It is the part of -the educa-
tion of military men, to turn even disaster into
success by inspiring hope. A church is like an
army, it always feels the effects of depression
inits leader. The disaster spreads until all
bands hang down, all bearts are covered with
the dense shadows ot despair. A new and no-
ble enterprise yndertaken in the face of the
most melancholy surroundings will lift a people
from griet to praise, from utter inefliciency to
the greatest success. ** All things are possible
unto God,” should be our motto. When our
physical infirmities take us to the borders of

death, we must learn to win victory from the

[foe by going forward just then. The toil
| which brings the greatest triumph, is that which
wins success from seeming disaster. The reac-
tion of a hard race nay prevent a consuming
fever. Look jat it aright, your cause is the
cause of truth, of God ; it ougnt to succeed and
Providence is on your side. Do your best, even
though clouds and darkness encompass you.

4. Do not seek solitude, if you are disposed

| . . a Sy
| be said that ** we are feartully and wonderfully of all the seven or eight sessions of this inw

portant Convention, we can however ouly give
some of the more important resolutions, which,
after they bad been thoroughly discussed, weres
adopted.

Upon the subject of Prorkrty Coxsmcmie
TION the tollowing resolutions reported froia
a Committeee by the Rev. Jesse T. Peek-=
were unanimously passed.

** Resolvéd, 1. We reverently acknowledge
God as the sovereign proprietor of all pro=
perty.

*“2. He entrusts it to us to be used only for
his glory.

** 3. Dishonest gains, covetousness, love ot
the world, unscriptural personal adornment,
and laying up treasures on earth, are therefore
torbidden.

‘4. Liberal giving in a Christian spirit is
the bighest economy, and an indispensable
means ol gain.

** 5. Selfishness in the use of property pro
duces narrowness and dishonesty, destroys the
spiritual lite and paralyzes the aggresive powes
of the Church.

*“ 6. The entire consecration of property is 4
most pressing demand of the hour. Grant
this, and the Church will lift ber noble entere
prises to the highest moial grandeur, and move
out promptly and irresistibly to the conquest of
the world.

‘7. By the help ol God, and referri
his holy Word as the standard, we sropooo
from this time forward, by precept and exam-
ple, to move the Church to the sincere practi-
cal consecration of all property to the service
and work of God.”

Upon the subject of MeTHODISM IN TN
STaTE—the following resolutions were moved
by the Rev. Dr. Hibbard, and passed unani-
mously :—

** Resolved 1. That while the standing pro-
fession of our Church is, that we believe God
bas raised us up to spread scriptural holiness
ov er the land, our first duty to God, ourselves
and our calling is to keep alive in our own
bearts the blessed witness of the Spirit of pre-
sent salvation, and scceptance through the
blood of the Lamb.

** 2. That our mission is to all the world,
against all unrighteousness and ungodliness of
men.

**3. That a living sympathy is all that indi-
cates, governs and promotes the bappiness of
man in this world, and is an essential outgrowth
and coadition of a seriptural sympathy in the
salvatioa of the soul in the world to come.

** 4. That the gifts of the Church, of whatever
kind, public or social, secular or spiritual, in
the ministry or laity, are recognized instrumen-
talities of the Church's extension and edifica-
tion, through the power ot the Holy Gbhost, now
as in the days of the apostle.

** 5. That while we believe our church edi-
fices, in their uccit , convenience and style
of architecture, s ul! fairly represent the abil-
ity of the Church and the culture of the age
in art and @sthetics, yet we have need 1o be-
ware that we do not mise our pr i
and sacrifice Christian propriety to wordly
show.

6, That a return to primitfve Methodist
usage, on congregational singing and attend-
ance on class meetings, i

is an indispensablc con-
dition of the growth and evaugelical power of
Methodism. -

‘7. That all modification and change in our
temporal and ecclesiastical economy can be leg-
itimate and safe only as they become necessary
to give expansion and scope to the life-power
Amf missionary character of Methodism.

**8. That we deem it of bigh importance to
the interests of Methodism in the State that one
of our bishops bold his residence in Ceutral or
Western New York,

**9. That in the opinion of this Convention, it
is essential to the prosperity of Methodism that
the ministry cling with tenacity to the time-
honored, heaven-honored usuage of extempo-
raneous preaching. .

** 10. That while in several respects our de-
nominational individuality must stand, we cor-
dially uxtend to our sister evangelical churches
the beartiest tellowship acd co-operation, guid-

ng to

This good man one
|day, was vain enough to complain to bim that,

a tolerable preacher.”

to moods of gloom and dejection.

Thinking « {
Noble effort will]

your trials increases them.

[though constantly travelling with bim, his own
name was never inserted in Wesley's publiabrd’
journalg. In the next number of the journals
| be found bis egotism effectually rebuked. ** 1
| lett Epworth,” wrote \\'cm-'\ , ““with great sa-
tistaction, and, about one, preached at Clay-
I think none were unmoved but Mi-
chael Fenwick, who tell fast asieep under an

worth.
! adjoining bay-riek.”
! He could be noble in his reproofs as in all
things else. Joseph Bradford was for maay
ears his travelling companion, and considered
| no assistance to him too servile, but was sub-
g;««-t to changes ot temper. Wesley directed
{ bim to carry a package of letters to the post;
| Bradford wished to hear his sermon first; Wes-

|
¥

| ship after another seemed to start in search | ley was urgent and insisted ; Bradtord refused.

(atter Christ, until they became a fleet. The |** Then,” said Wesley, ** you and I must part,”

f
|
! And this feeling was apparently communicated | considered what he
beld for the|to the congregatiou. They were melted into

r tellow man, | peitence and tears.

feeling upon my own mind was that I was
ready to risk all to go with Christ, so glorious
a Saviour, so exalted a Captain did he appear.

Never shall I forget the
impression made when, at the close of the ser-
mon, T gave out the hymn—

“ Jesus at thy command,
I launch into the doep.”

‘¢ Had it been possible and decorous then and
there to bave put the question, and to have ask-
cd every one willing to embark for the celestial
country to hold up the haod, I verily believe
almost every one, and most of them with tears,

‘ Very good,” replied Bradford. They slept
:owr it. On rising the next morning Wesley
|accosted bis old friend, and asked if be had
had said, ** that they must
part? ¢ Yes, sir,” wis the reply. * Will
you ask my pardon ?” rejoined Wesley. **No
sir.” ** You won't?” No, sir.” * Then I
will ask your’s,” replied the great man. Brad-
ford melted under the example, and wept like a
child.

The aptness ot Wesley’s replies sometimes
took the form of severe repartee, but only
when it was deserved, ** Sir,” said a blustering
low-lived man, who attempted to push against
him and throw him down, ** Sir, I never make

"

| Christian laborer. Therefore, keep your body

abundance of riches ; and it would properly be
used to justify all the pains, toil, labor and de-
privation which we honestly might take to ac-
cumulste wealth., But there is not a text in | suspiciously begun.”

save you from defeat and discouragement.
Strike for high success when there seems to be
no hope. Be assured that moodiness, gloomi-
ness, melancholy are the symptoms of danger-
ous disease, and shake off the terrible night-
mare by arousing all your powers to the high-
est effort. )

5. Good digestion is essential to mental and
moral progress and the highest efficieacy as a

iu the very best tone, not by drugs, but by the
exercise of common sense, in eating, drinking,
sleeping and working. When this cannot be
done, and the inevitable hour of disease and
deach comes, be a true Christian philosopher,
and rise above pain and disease into the pure
light of God. He knows what is best and will
lead you into the paths of peace, to the realms
of eternal light  Death itself is only an awake-
ning to a higher, nobler life’ and is to be met-
Jjoytully. It is but going home ; let us not des-
pair in the passage.—Central ddvocate.

¢

WEALTH A  SNARE.”

** The righteous considereth the cause of the
poor, but the wicked regardeth not to know it.”
If it were written that the righteous man con-
sidereth his own interest, with what exultation
would the text be quoted by all those who seek

God of nations h
which true
wealth irrespective
have arisen in their
public conspirators
people and the

«d as we are by the same word and spirit to the
same end.”

The topic, ** Political Reform, Political Cor-
‘ruption, Relation of Christian Citizens to Party
Costrol,” was presented in & paper by the Rev.
W. H. Goodwin, D. D,

Papers were read by the Rev. Messrs. G. L.
Taylor and J. M. Brown, and the following
resolutions were adopted.

** Besolved, 1. That the recent alarming de-
velopments of political corruption in our com-
mon wealth in our nation clearly show that
the liberties of this country are not sate whea
the government is in the hands of mea who
make party politics and oﬁe.. a mercenary trade.
‘2. We bold it to be our duty as Christian

citizens to Jabor in caucuses and conventions

d

revent the nomination of bad caodidates,
to secure that of and capable candi-
lates for office, as well as to endeavor, by all

honorable means to secure the fruits of such
labors at the polls.

**8. That we recognize with gratitude to the
is grand providence, under
vesdlir .

nation from ruin, as

.




