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“ My husband it is not too late. | done !" It is good to think that this

Let us find him together.”

She turned away that he might
not see the blank misery in her
face, then recovering herself, said,
“Well, Henry, I must leave you
now and goto Midnight Mass,” and
reached for her hat and warm coat.

“Why where are you going,
Henry ! as her husband appeared
clothed also for the road.

‘1 am going with you, for I was
to confession today for the first
time in fifteen years. God gave me
a hard lesson to learn, but, at last,
I was not too blind to see it."’

‘““Henry,”” Mrs. Jewton ran to his
side, her eyes glewing, the for-
gnt': n roses blooming in her checks.

“‘Henry, you mean it, oh——"" and
she sank into his arms emiling
happily.

The night was bitter but two
hearts were warm and joyous that
snowy Christmas, warm with a new
awakened love and peace.

The church was fast filling when
they arrived, but they found a seat
just under the organ loft and knelt
in prayer. Communion came with
its priceless gift, bringing to the
man a sense of eternal forgiveness
and utter content ; to the woman a
promise of joy and future happi-
ness,

Then—through the still church
came the tones of a violin. The
exquisite sounds rose and fell in the
solemn hush, that covered all, and
as they proceeded, mother and
father recognized the masterpiece
that fell from the golden touch of—
their son. Breathlessly all listened
to the Ave Maria, played as they
never heard it played before. Each
note perfect, with a hint of sadness
and hope intermingling ; each note

throbbing, thrilling with a great
love and tenderness. It ended, the
last sighing into silence—and,

somebody sobbed.

Masss over they nasiened towards
the glebe, with great trust feeling
that God had, indeed, been good to
them. The door opened to their
rather timid knocking, to disclose
to their startled gaze the tall figure
of Father Newton.

“Come in—why Mother, Dad,”
he cried gathering them laughing
and cerying at the same time, into
his arms. His cares dropped from
him like a worn cloak. He was so
young, and, thought his mother, so
gray-haired and tired.

My son,”” cried his father,
breaking the silence, can you ever
forgive me ? The self-willed years
have yielded me nothing but unhap-
piness and grief.”

Slowly, they both sank to their
kneeg, while above them, his cons<-
crated hands spread in benediction,
stood a priest of God—their son.
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BAZIN’S TRIBUTE TO
AMERICAN SOLDIER

sl
By M. Massiani

(Parls Correspondent, N. (
Paris, Sept. 13.—An American
Catholic officer, who made a bril-
liant record during the War, has
just died in Anjou, where he had
been living for some years. His
funeral drew the aristocracy of the
entire district, where he was held
in high esteem, and a touching ora-
tion was delivered at his grave by
the great Christian writer Rene

W, C)

Bazin, member of the French
Academy, who was his personal
friend.

Robert Edward MacDonald was
born in Peoria, 1llinois, of a Scotch
family. He owned a great deal of
property in that State. He enlisted
in the American army before the
declaration of war and had just
attained to the rank of officer when
the United States joined in the hos-
tilities. He was one of the first 800
Americans to land in France, arriv
ing with the first contingent of the
23rd Divigion, which distinguished
itself at Chateau-Thierry.

Soon afterwards he transferred
to the aviation branch which, as M.
Bazin remarked, ‘‘was marvelously
suited to his passionate nature,
intrepid and logical spirit and to his
love of useful risks.”” So remark-
able were his achievements that
twice he was sent to the rear as an
instructor and it was with difficulty
that he obtained permission to re-
turn to the front. 1t was there that
he contracted the first attack of
pneumonia, from which he thought
he had recovered, but which was to
reappear several years later and
end his life on the very day when he
was entering upon his thirtieth year.

Lieutenant MacDonald, after the
War, married & Frenchwoman,
Mademoiselle Jacqueline de Genne-
vray. They had three children.
He lived with his family at the
Chateau de la Marmitiere, not far
from Angers, and his body has been
laid to rest in the chapel of the
chateau,

The last months of hieg life were
described as follows by M. Rene
Bazin :

‘“‘He knew that he was condemned
to die. He knew the cause and the
occasion of his illness. He felt
sorrow but no regret. On Good
Friday, 1925, he said to his young
wife : ‘Jacqueline, if I die, it will
be for you and for this beautiful
France which 1 love. There is no
greater honor for a man than to
give his life for so great a country.’

‘It takes a great and strong soul
to say these things, not before, but
during the period of. suffering.
Two days before his death he re-
peated them. He gave his life for
us. He loved us all. We owe him
our prayers and faithfulness to his
memory. His faith was ours and
his resignation was something we
might all desire for ourselves. He
died saying : ‘My God, Thy will be

holy will, thus invoked has already
resolved to reward him. We are
convinced that this is so.

“Lieutenant-Aviator Robert Ed.
ward MacDonald, friend of France,
may God reward you magnificently
and throughout all eternity for the
pacrifice of your happiness and your
youth, made for our country.”

FOUR LECTURES ON
McGEE

By Rev. Jonn J. O'Gorman, D. C. L.
Copyrighted

LECTURE ONE
A REVOLUTIONIST IN AMERICA

D’Arcy McGee landed in the
United States for the second time in
September, 1848, and a month later
he established the New York
Nation, & paper devoted to the
establishment of an Irish Republic.

It must be remembered that the
object of the Irish Confeder-
ation, as Dillon proclaimed anew
as Jate as April, 1848, was
not the establishment of an
Irish Republic but the legislative
independence of Ireland. (Duffy ;
Four Years of Irish History, p. 582,
The Young Ireldnders anticipated
the original policy of the Irish Ire-
landers or Sinn Feiners of our own
generation by claiming that the Act
of Union was illegal.) Canada and
Australia today enjoy an independ-
ence of this type. When England
in 1848, calmly watching the star-
vation of ‘Ireland, determined to
arrest her leaders and disarm her
Catholic population, the Young
Irelanders determined to assert
their nation’s right to existence by
& recourse to arms. The aim of
most of the leaders. who took part
in this abortive insurrection was
not a Republie, but an Irish Free
State. By the time McGee reached
New York, however, with a price
upon his head, he had, not unnatur-
ally, become a full fledged republi-
can and proceeded at once to preach
this doctrine to the Irish in Amer-
ica. In later years when he had
time to reflect, McGee admitted
that the first duty of an Irishman
who setties in the United States is
to become an American citizen and
to devote the greater part of his
activities to the solution of Ameri.-
can problems. More effective work
could be done for the Irish race by
helping the hundreds of thousands
of children of the Irish who had
gsettled in the American Republic
than by preaching Irish republican-
ism. This did not exclude, how-
ever, helping the Irish in Ireland in
such feasible ways as were compat-
ible with American citizenship.

To McGee, and his New York
friends of 1848 and 1849, can very
aptly be applied the reproach which
he, in 1866, made to the Irish Amer-
ican Fenians :

‘““ This very organization in the
United States what does it really
prove, but that the lrish are still
an alien population, camped but not
gettled in America, with foreign
hopes and aspirations unshared by
the people among whom they lived.
If their new country was their true
country, would they find time and
money to spare in the construction
of imaginary Republics beyond seas.

‘* I suppose it will be a mortal
offence against the pride and vanity
of your America-makers, to show,
that so many of the Irish in New
York city, the headquarters of the
two Republics, are still mere ‘ ten-
antry ' and ‘' dependents’ ; that they
dwell in ‘ hideous dens,” sometimes
‘gix hundred ' under one roof, ‘in
violation of all the laws of decency
and morality.” Now, if these De
facte—frightful as they are to con-
template,—~what are we to think of
those irrepressible patriots, whose
love for Ireland is so ardent, that
they are willing to cross the Lakes
or the Atlantie to die for her, while
they will not turn their steps aside
down one of the dark lanes they
pass daily on their walks where
their countrymen and women per-
ish by the hundred, body and soul !
There is an Ireland enslaved ; there
is a battle for Ireland to be fought
in the New World ; there is a glori-
ous redeeming work to be done for
her here; it is to be fought and
wrought in the Fourth and Sixth
Wards of New York, and in every
large city south of the line, where
our laboring population have sud-
denly been centralized with all their
old peasant habits stripped rudely
off, and -no new habits of discipline
and self-government, as yet, sub-
stituted in their stead.”” (The Irish
Position in British and Republican
North Ameriea, pp. 6, 10-11.)

Another point of similarity be-
tween McGee and his New York
friends of 1848 and the Fenians of
twenty years later, was that each
explained the failure of the physi-
cal force movement by the opposi-
tion of the priests thereto. Need-
less to say, an essential difference
between McGee and the Fenians
wag that the latter were an oath-
bound secret society. Bishop
Hughes, the Irish born American
prelate who ruled the See of New
York, realized at once the danger it
would be to the Catholiec Church ia
the United States if McGee with his
foreign and revolutionary {deas
would gain a following.

The danger was all the greater
on account of McGee's excep-
tional ability which wag justly
recognized by the Bishop of
New York who stated at the
time to his friend Archbishop Con-
nolly of Halifax that McGee ** had
the biggest mind and was unques-

| American Celt in ‘Boston in

greatest orator that Ireland had
sent forth in modern times.”
(Archbishop Connolly : The Claims
of Thomas D'Arey McGee.) 8o
Bishop Hughes, under nom de
plume, wrote a series of news.
paper articles against McGee's
politice and policies showing
that the former were not Amer-
ican, " and that the latter, owing
to the hazy n-volutwnary ideas
they contained, were not always
Catholic. McGee stoutly main-
tained his own opinion. Bishop
Hughes ended by condemning the
New York Nation which soon after
failed. McGee, though not econ-
vinced by the merciless hammer
blows of Bishop Hughes, desisted
from writing against this great
Irish American prelate and after.
wards, when he realized his mis-
take, frequently expressed his
regret, both publicly and privately,
that he gave offense where he
should have rendered obedience.

McGee had aspired to be * the
Duffy of the emigrants,” that is to
place his great talent and energy at
the disposal of the Irish in the
United States. Yet his controversy
with Bishop Hughes ruined, he
thought, his usefulness in America.
With great joy, therefore, he
accepted in 1850 Duffy’s renewed
invitation to return to Dublin and
edit the Nation, an invitation which
he had refused a year before out of
loyalty to the men who had financed
his own paper. He went to Boston
and was prepared to sail, when he
learned that his liberty, if not his
life, would be forfeited if he
returned to Ireland. His work was
with the Irish in America after all.
With the assistance of some friends
he succeeded in establishing in
Boston in August, 1850, the Ameri-
can Celt which at first waserather
revolutionary in politics. It is
difficult to be an advocate of consti-
tutional methods and of a conserva-
tive policy when you are accounted
a felon with the price on your head.
Yet, nevertheless, McGee was not
long to remain a revolutionist. A
new period in his life was about to
begin.

THE LITERARY SEYTINEL OF THE

IRISH AMERICANS

While McGee was editing
1850,
he fell under the benign influence
of Bishop Fitzgerald, who, by his
sympathetic understanding, was
able to guide this brilliant I[rish
journalist and orator into the rich
truthe of Catholic philosophy.
McGee began to study Balmes,
Browneon, the latter of whom be-
came his personal friend, and
Burke, and thus to become
acquainted with Catholic apolo-
getics and philosophy and with the
science of politics. By the end of
1851 his intellectual novitiate was
over and his orientation was com-
plete. He had now a firm grasp on
the sound Catholic and conservative
principlee which should govern
society. He, therefore, proceeded
to educate his fellow Irish Catholics
in America through his newspaper
and his lectures. The American
Celt became the leading Irish Cath-
olic newspaper in the United States.
At the urgent request of Bishop
Timon, McGee transferred it to
Buffalo, and then, a&s his friends
considered this too small a centre,
he was induced to return to New
York in 1852. One pleasing effect
of his prior stay in New York city
had in his absence increased and
multiplied—the night schools which
he had established in 1849. These,
which were then a novelty, are noy
of course a recognized institution.
McGee’'s successful establishment
of night schools in Boston in 1844
and in New York in 1848 ranks him
as a founder of this movement. .
From 1852 to 1857 McGee’s paper,
the American Celt, was the leading
Catholic Weekly. in the United
States and McGee himself was with
Brownson, the leading Catholic pub-
licist and lecturer. Curiously
eroughhenever became an American
citizen, though he advised the Irish
in the United States to take out
their naturalization papers. He
had not altogether given up the
idea of returning to Ireland. But
while McGee took no part in Ameri-
can politics, his influence as a Cath-
olic lay leader in the United States
from 1852 to 1857 can scarcely be
exaggerated. However that is an
sspect of hia life with which we
ghall deal in another lecture. How
hard McGee worked to increase in
the Irish Americans a just pride in
the history of their ancestral race
and Catholic religion may be seen
by an examination of the books he
published at this period, especially,
The History of the Irish Settlers in
North America, (1851-2) the pioneer
work of its kind ; A History of the
attempts to establish the Protestant
Reformation in Ireland and the
succeesful resistance of that People
(1852-3), The Catholic History of
North Amvrlca (1855) and The Life
of Bishop Maginn (1857).

Great as was McGee's admiration
for the American Republic when he
reached its shores for the second
time in 1848—witness his poems,
‘“ Flag of the Free " and ** Hail to
the Land,”” he never attained a real
understanding of the genius of that
young giant among the nations.
The American Republicin the fifties
was in a state of awkward adol-
escence, like the youth who is grow-
ing so rapidly that he is ungainly.
What was true of the American
nation as & whole, was true like-
wise of its Irish and Catholic com-
munity. MecGee shocked by the
outspokenness of the American child
and driven wild by the suffering of

tionably the cleverest man and the |

began to ndm\ru the British consti-

hisearlydays, in aconstitutional way

see if there was still danger of his
arrest as a rebel,

in
cordial
friends.
the Irish had attained in the legis-
latures, judiciary and big business
of the British North American Col-
onies, the absence of anything cor-
respending to the slums of the
great
numerous
Canadian rural parishes, all made
an enormous impression on McGee
and with his usual frankness,
described what he found
American Celt.

had viewed with extreme disfavor
McGee's abandonment
tionary politics
former Young
Mltlengher, Mitchell and, bitterest of
all,
newspaper,
York, denounced McGee a8 a traitor
to Ireland.
ing for Canada, a British Colony,
was, in their eyes, a sufficient proof
of his
accusations thus broadcasted against
McGee
influence with a large body of the
Irish
very
literary sentivel in the fight against
Knownothingism. It
opportune
{ Charles Gavan Duffy published an
open Jetter to T. F. Meagher, which
contains a tribute

. | worth remembering :
the |

concern that you are at open and
angry Wwar.
history
forty political prisoners in New-
gate, when the world seemed shut
out to me forever, I estimated him
as I do today.
about to begin our work anew, I
would rather have his help than any
man’s of all our
said that he could do more things
like & master than the best amongst
us gince Thomas Davis ;
two or three years | had seen him
daily and found him still swarming
with new
eternal theme (like & lover’s or a
devotee’s) ;
at the last hour,
gion, and performed it not only with
unflinching courage,
success that had no parallel in that
era; and above all,
systematically
Jacobing to an extent that would
have
Since he has been in America, I
have watched his career,
thing it has never wanted—a fixed
devotion to Irish
has served them with such fascinat-
ing genius?
essays touch me like the breath of
spring and revive the buoyancy and
chivalry of youth.
them like a refreshing stream of
Irish undefiled.
has the subtle charm to evcke our
pas?t history and make it live before
us ?
his
fidelity of a true knight, l cannot
name Aany man who has.’
letter on ‘'The Pnnc:ples aud Policy
of the Irish Race”
Canadian Freeman of Toronto, 12
August, 1859, when the Irish Amer-
jcan extremists’
McGee were reechoed in Canada.)

plan of revigiting Iréland. Accord-
ing to
met for the first time his illustrious
half-brother,
Irish of Liverpool who lined up to
welcome him convinced the British
Government that it would be unwise
to place him
amnesty to those
who had not previously been par-
doned was granted the following
year.
McGee's visit was to erect a tomb-
stone over his mother’s grave.
next consulted with Charles Gavan
Duffy as regarde the prospects of
the Nation which he
acquiring and
Duffy was leaving for Australia.
He was,
was no room in Ireland of that gen-
eration for a newspaper such as the
Nation.
was politically
dismel years in Ireland in the 19th
century.
auspices
Society,”
had been founded by an Irish priest,
in Cork,
He
gsome
Canada possessed as & home for
those Irish who must emigrate,
pictured the dangers,
toils of the emigrants in the Ameri-
can Republic.
discouraged unnecessary emigration
and warned against n utopian view
of the
McGee returned to America.

those Irish who became submerged

in the slums of the great American
cities, failed to perceive that all
this, regrettable and unnecessary
though it was, was largely but a
passing stage. There is no doubt
that had McGee lived to see three
score and ten he would have modi-
fied his pessimistic judgment of the
body of the Irish Americans and of
the geniue of the American Repub-
lic. In his desire to seek stabiliz-
ing factors in society, he began to
realize thé value of a constitutional
monarchy and, in spite of himself,

tution. He again conte mplaml
returning to Ireland to work, as in
for her national regeneration. To
he determined in
18568-564 to undertake a lecture tour
Canada, Here he received a
welcome and made many
The high position which

and the
organized Irish

American cities,
well

he
in the

The Irish American extremists

of revolu
in 1852 and his
Ireland comrades,
Devin Reilly,
the

through their
Citizen of New

McGee's friendly feel”

treagon. The slanderous

began to undermine his

Catholic Americans at the
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