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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
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N«w that a session is in full swing
d that the eyes of the interested 

fro» all ends of the Dominion are 
centred upon the Capital, I am sure 
! cannot be blamed If I take a short 
excursion in that direction and re
visit, for an hour, scenes that were 
very familiar a-few years ago. As 
1 walked into the Speaker’s gallery 
the othcf day 1 felt perfectly at 
borne- Nothing seemed to have chang
ed in the surroundings. The same 
walks and lawns outside, the same 
stairs, illare, doors, passages in
side. The same woman—Mrs. Bar- 
rctt—sold apples and candies, cakes 
and cigars in the large lobby ; the 
same old Major Sutherland, with his 
Crimean medals and his six feet four 
inches of human frame, stood senti
nel at the entrance to the Speaker’s 
corridor. I did not know the door
keeper of the gallery; but that was 
not surprising, seeing that every 
year a change was made in that po
sition. But once in the gallery I 
noticed that the same clock ticked 
the hours from beneath the strang
er’s gallery, and the same posts and 
seats stared across at me from the 
press gallery above the Speaker’s 
throne. In fact, the only new Gal
lery in the whole edifice was the one 
that St. Ann’s Division of Montreal 
bad sent up to occupy a place to the 
right of the Speaker.

The bell rang, and Sir John Bour- 
inot came in, as he has done for 
nearly twenty years, to take his 
seat at the head of the table. But 
I missed the familiar form of his 
late deputy—Mr. Rouleau. The 
speaker—Hon. Mr. Brodeur — then 
made his appearance, conducted to 
his seat by the sergeant-at-arms, 
(Col. H. Smith), carrying the same 
mace that I was accustomed to see 
upon the shoulder of the late Col. 
Macdonald. The features and voice 
of Mr. Brodeur were familiar enough 
and he took his place under the can
opy, just as might have Speakers 
Edgar, White, Ouimet, or any of 
their predecessors. Looking down 
upon the rows of desks on either 
side, my eye fell upon the Premier, 
who, from that distance, seemed ex- 
actlj' what he was ten and fifteen 
years ago. After glancing at Hon. 
John Costigan, N. Clarke-Wallace 
and Dr. Sproule,—all of whom I 
knew, I looked around the House for 
some other acquaintance of the 
past But I looked in vain.

Could it be possible that a dozen 
brief years would make such a 
change? The House was well filled 
at the moment, yet I, who once 
knew every member by the tone of 
his voice, or by his very walk, did 
not see a single one with whom I 
could claim acquaintance "and have 
the claim allowed." Truly, did I 
feel like repeating the " Vanitas 
Vanitatum" of tne inimitable imit
ation. Possibly the people who have 
witnessed year in and year out the 
gradual change may not think how 
wonderful and how radical it has 
teen. Who has ever noted the 
growth of a leaf? Not one in the 
million. We see the leaf at night, we 
mark its size, on the morrow we 
perceive that it has developed to a 
given degree. If we were to come 
back in a week to examine it, we 
would be surprised to find how 
huge its proportions had become : 
but we never were able to follow, 
with the eye, that slow and gradual 
change. The one who, session after 
session, has sat in the gallery, has 
become accustomed to the muta
tions that have occurred ; but he 
who has been years absent, is struck 
dumb and reduced almost to a state 
of disbelief in everything.

I had intended, this week, recall
ing some of the forgotten, but am
using incidents that, in years gone 
by, made the House of Commons & 
centre of great attraction. But 
with a House composed as it is of

almost all strangers to these events, 
1 feel incapable of doing justice to 
the subject. If legislative life hpa 
its serious and very frequently its 
wearisome sides, it also has its 
amusing and most enjoyable phases. 
But much of what would create a 
smile in former days would fall flat 
to-day — simply because it would be 
misunderstood by the men of the 
hour. To recall past events and to 
clothe them in the garments of the 
period, requires a peculiar elasticity 
of imagination—and the imagination 
of the ordinary individual is not far 
reaching in its flights.

The best I can do is to close my 
eyes—while few Irish members can 
fail to appreciate what I advance 
and conjure up a picture of the 
House of Commons as it was in the 
eighties. Well, then! I am sitting, as 
of old, in the same gallery, and be
neath me, conspicuous amongst all 
others, are the forms of Sir John 
A- Macdonald, Sir Hector Langevin, 
Sir John Thompson, Sir A. P. Car
on, Sir Charles Tuppcr, Sir Mac
kenzie Bowell, (Sir Adolphe Chap- 
leau had not yet left the Provincial 
arena), and Hon. Mr. Foster. These 
occupied the front benches to the 
right of the Speaker. Directly across 
the floor, seated with the Opposi
tion, but voting with the Govern
ment, are Alonzo Wright, and N. F. 
Ravin—the two great representatives 
of literary eloquence, native wit, and 
genuine good nature. Squeezed in 
between I see Landerkin—far away 
from the Senate—and behind him 
George Casey, apparently a fixture 
for years to come. I now look 
along the seats immediately behind 
the ministers and I ask myself 
where are they all gone—all the men 
whose faces and forms are paraded 
before my vision by the magic in
fluence of memory?

There is John F. Wood, of Brock- 
ville, Col. O’Brien, Dalton McCar
thy, McNeill, McMullen, and all that 
phalanx of Equal-Rights agitators. 
'There is the slight form and keenly 
active personality of Bergin ; there 
the classic head and energetic frame 
of the eloquent Curran; there, yon
der. are Adams. Dickey. Bryson and 
Charlie Macintosh. Pat Purcell is 
over in the far corner, sharing his 
seat with Perry from Prince Edward 
Island, and Dr. De St. Georges holds 
a tet-ar-tete with Dupont, Choquette, 
ever ready to deliver a fiery speech, 
or to sing "Brigadier," smiles to 
Ouimet, whose huge proportions and 
military bearing make him appear 
tx formidable opponent, Peter White 
and Thomas Murray chat together 
as if they had never fought political 
duels to the death; and Davis, of 
the Saskatchewan, seems ready to 
jump on the desk and executed a 
war dance. Bergeron is disputing 
about the accommodations on the 
St Lawrence steamers, with Capt. 
La belle—a sort of side-play behind 
the scenes. Looking tlo.wn, from the 
press gallery, and noting every 
move, is the large, smiling, good- 
natured face of Louis Rribbs.

1 haVe only mentioned a score of 
the individuals whose presence my 
day-dream has summoned to re
people the seats on the floor of the 
House; yetj there are many who. on 
reading these paragraphs, will ac
knowledge that the change has been 
wonderful. Where are they all now? 
It matters not', as far as our pre
sent purpose is concerned; the ma
jority of them are in eternity; a few 
are on the Bench. or are occupying 
high posts of public trust; some have 
met defeat on the field of strife, and 
are seeking to repair the defeat bv 
deeds of political worth in private 
life. But whatever may be the cause 
of their absence, all these, and one 
hundred more, whose names are not 
necessary to mention, at present, 
were actors in some of the most 
stirring political dramas, as well as 
some of the most laughter-creating 
political farces of the years long 
gone. With this latter—if less im
portant. at least most amusing — 
phase would I like, from time to 
time, to deal.

CATHOLICS IN THE VIKING’S LAND.
What is the religious standing of 

the Norwegians? Unfortunately 1 

cannot give you the pleasing inform
ation that you and I would wish. 
wr*tea Rev. Ferdinand Hartmann, of 
Lapland, from Christiana. Norway. 
But there is something that will 
please you in the very beginning. 
With but few exceptions, the Lord 
he praised and thanked, all Norwe
gians validly baptized, and religious
ly inclined, are to the present day, 
Dy *lr the most of them, remnants 
of the faithful old Norwegian Cath
olics. As you are aware, Norway | 
was once entirely Catholic. Even 
Uie primitive Norwegians, the Vik- 
icgs, have taken from the Cath
olic countries, not only gold and sil- 
T01*' cl80 many Christian max
ims. With Haaken the Good, who 
reigned from 986 to 961, Norway 

1 Christian King. As a true 
Christian King. Olaf Trvgevseon 
reigned from 995 to 1000. But first, 
through Olaf, the saintly. who 

j the “«Phro from 1016 to 
did the country become truly 

s.'.nihV8? ],itB a burning zteal he 
mis. df»troy paganism; on the 
hcM of Sticklestad he died a hero’s 
oenth. and won the martyr’s palm. 
MIS death was both a victory for 

Christianity. Even those 
7. had I'nin him soon honored him 

*ain‘’ °®*r the shrine of gold. 
* ,and Precious stones which en- 

pr«w»f J*18 sacrtK* remains there was 
at Trandhyem a cathedral 

b*aut,ful gad stately that even

to-day, although its beauty la wan
ing, it is worthy of a place along
side of the handsomest structures in 
Europe.

Jn Trandhyem an arch-bishopric 
was established, under whose Juris
diction no less than ten . bishoprics 
exist, and there existed everywhere a 
real Catholic spirit. In the Crusades 
the Norwegians fought like lions for 
the holy sepulchre of our Redeemer 
They were always on their guard 
when the worldly powers sought to 
create a “Kulturkampf." Churches 
and convents were everywhere erect
ed. in the homes blossomed forth all 
Christian virtues, and in the con
vents the evangelical counsels were 
adhered to. The Catholic period was 
a model one for Norway both spiri
tually and materially. But then 
came the unfortunate Reformation 
from Germany. To the credit of the 
old Norwegians be it said, they nei
ther wished nor sought the new doc
trine. The Danish King, of whom 
Nor wav was a dependency, being 
avaricious for the property of the 
Church, in the year 1586, with one 
stroke of the pen decreed that joint
ly with Denmark Norway should al
so become Lutheran. The bishops 
and priests were banished and re
placed by laymen who had never re
ceived holy orders, much less been 
consecrated as bishops. The people 
were shamefully deceived by the ex
ternal practice of the Catholic be
lief. To the present day, the Luther
an superintendents, who, as inspect
ors, have very little to say, call 
themselves bishops, and wear the

bishop’s cross on their breasts, 
while the pastgrs appointed by the 
state imitate the Mass clad in Cath
olic robes.

When the Danish Kings noticed 
that so few of the Norwegians had 
the desire to become Protestants, 
they imposed the penalty of death 
upon every Catholic priest who 
would set foot on the soil of Nor
way. and also decreed the banish
ment of all Catholics. This lasted 
until 1841. The Jesuit fathers, 
nevertheless, made frequent attempts 
to establish the Catholic religion, 
but the most they could accomplish 
was that for centuries they offered 
pravers and the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass for the return of this once 
Christian country to the Mother 
Church, from which it has been sep
arated three hundred years ! Many 
of the old cathedrals and churches 
are to-day in the possession of Pro
têt tants. who hold their services 
within those sacred halls; even in 
the beautiful Cathedral at Trand
hyem. For more than three hundred 
years the altars have been desecrat
ed. the tabernacle deserted and the 
sanctuary lamp extinguished ; the 
graces of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, and the Sacrament of Penance 
lost; the sacred relics, even those of 
St. Olaf destroyed. Only two things 
saved the old Norwegians who .were 
faithful Catholics—the valid baptism 
and the Christian spirit.

Though it is true that many Nor
wegians say with Luther that faith 
alone is necessary for salvation, 
there are still many hundred thou
sand Christian souls who hold good 
works in high esteem, and practice 
them zealously. Though they have 
been taught to believe only what 
the Bible teaches, in reality many be
lieve a great deal that has been 
tamrht them by. tradition. While the 
pastors are recognized as being in 
authority, as regards the material 
welfare of the congregations,v it is a 
fact that they look upon them as re
presentatives of God. unfortunately 
even when they give utterance to 
misrepresentations of Catholic doc
trine and practices, even when thev 
are better informed. As for exam
ple, that Catholics worship the 
saints and obtain forgiveness of sins 
for money. It is to t^p regretted, 
but it shows whv well-meaning Pro
testants who. in their simplicity, be
lieve these calumnies, are not favor
ably disposed towards the Catholic 
Church. ,

T have said that the great major
ity of Norwegians are religiously in

clined. But there is also a minority, 
namely, the so-called relined ele
ment. who. although not firmly 
bound to Protestantism, have drift
ed into liberalism, and have become 
free-thinkers, although it cannot be 
said that they are hostile to and as
sail religion and Christianity as the 
liberals and free-thinkers do in other 
countries. Everyone has a certain re- 
Hliect for religion, and the Govern
ment takes religion for a guide in 
all its laws and ordinances. Others 
more religiously inclined feel, but 
will not acknowledge, that the Luth
eran Church established by the 
Finie docs not satisfy their spiritual 
needs, and these have affiliated with 
other Protestant sects which exist 
here in large numbers. Others follow 
the inherited Lutheranism blindlv. 
ami although hardly two of the 
sects have the some belief, yet all 
are united in their opposition to 
Catholicity. Finally, there arc others 
and thev arc many, who. since the 
Catholic Church is again in theasceml- 
anev in Norway, believe that it is a 
divine institution. They have seen 
the missionaries and nuns at work, 
and have become impressed by their 
words and deeds.

Not a few of these are beginning 
to admit that many of the charges 
against the Church and her doc
trines were malicious calumnies : 
that the so-called Reformation was 
a great evil and that a reunion with 
Mother Church would be a great 
blessing. These separate brethren 
pray with us. that there may be 
again one shepherd and one flock. 
The learned in their midst, among 
them Protestant preachers, write ap
propriate books and articles, to ex
plain the Catholic Church and its 
doctrines and to defend them. Thev 
say themselves that through a “se
cret Reformation" they have again 
approached the Mother Church.

The stream of converts to Catholi
city has become so great, and so no
ticeable. that the fanatics have be
come greatly enraged and alarmed. 
Thev say Catholicity “is in the 
air. while others prophesy the time 
when Norway will be again entirely 
Catholic. May their prophesies be 
fulfilled. Although this drift is for 
the greater part to be ascribed to 
the influence of Catholic Missions, 
vet the prophesied re-union of Nor
way with the Mother Church depends 
for the greater part on the renewed 
energies and labors of the missionar
ies to further the movement towards 
Rome, and to reap the fruits there
of. May this soon. with God's help. 
To accomplished.

tion in the United Status than here 
and. it is evident, that Dr. Le .Sueur 
looks upon the growing influence of 
corporate bodies in politics as the 
greatest menace to the future of the 
neighboring Republic.

The next important paragraph in 
tho' lecture deals with the system of 
criticising our representatives, and 
it contains one passage that de
serves the careful study of men call
ed upon to legislate for the coun
try. lie says :—

"In popular government, especially 
in Canada, we demand wise legisla
tion and efficient administration. 
1'rom this arises the question of re
presentation. Formerly the Legisla
ture was a difficult position ; there 
was a more limited franchise. Burke 
till light delegates could not act to 
the best interests of the country, as 
they were too local; they should not 
fellow the ideas of their constitu
ents but their own. To-day the 
delegate theory is thoroughly estab
lished, and with consequent changes 
in the Legislature. The Legislature 
is suppos'd to deliberate, which pre
supposes the possibility of change 
of opinion, but members now go to 
Earl lament prepared "to support the 
ideas of a few leaders on either side, 
whether it lie against their own 
ideas, their constituents ideas, oi 
bo’ h.”

Through thick or through thin, a . 
man must vote with the party he ■ 
claims to support. If he does other
wise, if he asserts his own right to ' 
an opinion, if lie displays the least j 
inclination to find fault with or dis- ; 
agree with his own leaders, he is set. 
down as .1 back-slider, or else he has j 
the worst of motives imputed t<> 
him. Yet a political party is merely ; 
a. human, and a very fallible human, 
organization; it is liable to err; ami ' 
the one who will follow t hat pari v. | 
or its leaders, into xvhnt is to him ! 
a manifest error, is not worthy the j 
confidence reposed in him.

Of late we have read a great deal ! 
about “The Machine,” but to him- 1 
deeds tie’ expr* ssion has no pienninc. 
un'lcrs alia d to another word, form
ing mowing machine, sewing ma 
chine, or some such compound word
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“Educate, that you may be free, 
was the motto of Thomas Davis, one 
of the founders, and, from 1842 to 
1845, editor-in-chief of the Dublin 
“Nation." The idea of that won
derful little man was so eminently 
patriotic that love of country was 
stamped upon every line— prose or 
verse—that flowed from his pen, He 
was truly a great and popular poet: 
but his poetry only represents one 
phase, and a very insignificant phase 
of his life. He had an abiding faith 
in the future of the Irish people, but 
he depended more upon education 
than upon military organization to 
achieve the ends which he and his 
associates had in view, when estab
lishing that wonderful national or
gan “The Nation.” He believed in 
preparing the people for freedom be
fore insisting upon it. His grand 
object was to accustom the masses 
to think, to study, to judge, to ap
preciate; once this result obtained 
he had no fear for the future. Come 
when it might, and in what ever form 
it could come, the Home Rule sought 
by all would prove a blessing to 
the country, for it would come to a 
people capable of enjoying its bene
fits.

These reflections came to me as I 
perused a lecture, delivered a few 
weeks ago, by Dr. W. D. Le Sueiir. 
Secretary of the Post Office Depart
ment. Ottawa. The subject was “The 
Problem of Popular Government." 
A live topic all will admit; and whe
ther applied to Canada, to Ireland, 
to England, or to any other coun
try, is sure to attract special atten
tion. I have long since been ac
quainted with Dr. Le Sueur’s erudi
tion. and, while I cannot agree with 
him on certain subjects, still I know 
of no man—Sir John Bourinot, per
haps. excepted—more competent "to 
deal in a sensible, comprehensive and 
logical manner with the question at 
issue. In the domain of political 
economy the doctor is certainly an 
authority,—and, as far as that do
main is concerned. I could asl( for 
no more careful anfl exact expounder 
of principles.

It is. not my purpose to follow the 
lecturer over the space of sixty 
years, during which time he explains 
the gradual transition from the aris
tocratic ideas of government to the 
democratic principles that have be
come so general during the past de
cade or more. I simply wish to 
show how Dr. Le Sueur at the open
ing of the twentieth century lavs 
down the same rule of conduct for 
tho Canadian people that Davis, in 
the midale of the nineteenth cen
tury, prescribed for the Irish peo
ple.

He thus defines democracy; " that 
system of government in which the 
totality of sovereignty is divided 
per capita among the populace." 
Starting from this definition, he pro
ceeds to show that democracy is the 
political life of the people and of in
dividuals. If anything would in
cline me, more than another, to ac
cept Dr. Le Sueur’s ideas on this 
subject, it is the Jact that he is not 
un extreinlat: he sees the faults and 
the lacking in the system he most

ad;, n. s and hr proceeds at once to 
point th» tn out For example, in rr- 
fvt r ng i •• this epuntry, lie says of 
political democracy .—

“Certainly it .s open to criticism, 
it »s in its initial Stage. It must 
l**arn to walk just ns « child must, 
nor should • wo laugh at or scorn it 
on that account any more than we 
do the child Like the children so- 
ci- lies arc- born unfit to rule them
selves and must pass through the 
early stages before becoming strong 
in themselves. In comparison with I 
other forms of government it com- ! 
p. res favorably, for is it. not in- ! 
fmitel*- better and more salutary to j 
have a conglomeration of wisdom 
composed of votes of wisdom given ' 
b> everyone in a country, than hav- i 
ing the ideas of only a few. It giv»-> 
a share in the Government to everv

Here he at once points out the nr 
cessit-- < i being patient with a sv.s- 
tem that is only a trial, and indi
cates th- advantages that it offers, 
once it has become recognized and 
practicable. However, there is an 
evil which, is common to almost 
every system of Government, and 
fiom which the democratic form has 
not escaped. This evil the lecturer 
indicates in these words

“The one great evil, however, that 
has been inherited by democracy 
from autocracy is that of selfish aim 
which is the standard by which peo
ple judge it. but which is altogether 
foreign to the true idea of democra
cy. therefore we should begin at once 
t > get above that plane of selfish
ness in government. We condemn the 
heads of the older kinds of govern
ment for their selfishness, which was 
tho downfall of their estates, and 
yet we allow it in our popular sys
tem."

in regard to large corporations, 
and. to-day. we inay include “trusts" 
he clearly tells us of the dangers 
thev present.

'The obstacles to be met by de
mocracy are great. There are the 
large corporations and business men 
who bring their influence to bear on 
the government, and give their sup
port to that one that will give them 
the greater privileges. But since pub
lic virtue is the condition of the 
permanence of a republican form of 
government, this must be remedied 
or its downfall is certain.”

This may find a stricter applica-
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Then he says :—•
"The lot great evil is the velai ion 

h- tween politicians and people The 
firmer have come to the conclusion 
that, tin- people can he hercluJ like 
cattle by a word .if llaltei Mich
like, and think very little of their 
intelligence, (’onseqiu nlly. t le v us.» 
1 hem as tools to gain t lie primary 
o.-.iect of party, which is power, not 
tho good of the people, and those 
districts that, adapt, themselves to 
that us. for the successful party get 
the patronage of the Government. 
The 'pull is the part that accrues 
to the private political worker, who 
then uses his influence to his own 
interest, and this, combined with 
tl-e foregoing, is the cause of bud 
administration. This is wrong. Peo
ple shot.’d not play politics with the 
stakes which come out of the pock
ets of the people.’’

From all this the lecturer draws 
three moral lessons. They are us 
follows :—

“The morals to be derived from 
this is that more trust should be re
posed in the people; that disinterest
edness be the guide of those at pre
sent about to enter public life, and 
remember we have no other material 
to work with than the individuals 
we find in the country.”

On a future occasion, when I can 
again «cure space sufficient in the 
“True Witness,” I purpose develop
ing the ideas conveyed briefly in the 
foregoing passage.

God has ordained hardship to 
1 ring us face to face with our bet
ter natures. We can "study geology 
the morning after an earthquake." 
So God knows that we can better 
study lov«. and sympathy the hour 
after a broken heart. Yes. God 
knows that trials compel growth in 
eternal things.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The CITY ICE COMPANY, Limited, 

having completed its harvest, more ad- 
JAnoantageously Jthan was anticipated, has 

decided to reduce the price to what it 
was last year, FIVE DOLLARS for TEN 
POUNDS, orders already received in- 
eluded. - - - - - - - - xTix-àss-,-/

26 VICTORIA SQUIRE, TELEPHONE,
Mela 7*. R, », BECHET, “ j,

EVERY CATHOLIC
.. ) on/i<i . Man ..

Should jjoa-fas a ropy of “ The 
Catholic Student’s Manual 
of Instructions and 
Prayers." Fo*- nil mmson* of 
the EeclofUHitieal Venr. Compiled 
by u Religion*, uuder the immedi
ate Hupcrvision of Rev. H. itonxcl, 
]’ S 8 , Professor of Moral The- 

• • ology. (Inuid Heininaiy, Montreal,

It contains Liturgical IThv.t*. 
Indulgence»;. Devotions mid 1'ioun 
Kxcrcises for avny occasion, and 
for all seiiaons of tho lCcdeuiaiiti-

718 pntfe*. four fiill-psgo IIIuk- 
tratioiiH, flexible cloth, round cor-

1»II1C;K 7.1 venlM.

» & j. sun,mit & in ::
..1661) .

J. Notre IlNUer Street, Ho

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC,
District of Montreal.

SUPERIOR COURT.
No. -----

I lame Marie Hymne Gagnon of the 
City and District of Montreal, 
wife of Elzear Martel, of the City 
and District of Montreal, duly 
authorized a ester en justice. 
Plaintiff,

Vs.
The aaid Elzear Martel, Defendant.

An aotion in separation of pro
perty has been instituted in this 
cause, the sixteenth day of March, 
1901.

Montreal, March 6th, 1901.
DEVLIN * BRISSET,

Attorneys for Plaintiff.

COWANS
Hygienic COCOA 
Royal Navy CHOCOLATK

Are She favorite* with ami people, 
Bey COWAN'», the heat na4 pereet.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.
Dietriet of Montreal.

SUPERIOR COURT.
No. 438.

Dame Marjory B. Mo watt, of the Town of 
Weatmount, in the District of Mon
treal, wife of Charles R. McDowell, of 
the same place, Merchant, Plaintiff; 

Vs.
The said Charles It. McDowell, Defendant.

An action- in separation of property 
has been this day instituted between tin- 
above parties.

Montreal, March 6th, 1901.
SMITH,
MARKEY A MONTGOMERY, , 

35—6 Attorneys for Plaintiff

Teas. 20c
StULLIO.VS. 29 McCord street
near St Atete*» Church Trial order eoltoitml92^8


