Vor. XXXV

Polities and Newspaper Postage.

The FFARMERS ADVoCATE never has and does
not now object to a tair and equitably levied rate of
newspaper postage. Being business enterpurises, it
is no more than right that publications should pay
for the service which the government renders in
carrving them from one portion of the country to
another, though there is room for fair argument
that they should be encouraged rather than dis-
couraged, on the ground that the public is advan-
taged by the spread of knowledge. WWe believe
thatthe public businessof this country should becon-
ducted upon business principles, and it would great-
v simplify and lessen the cost of the conduct of pub-
lic affairs if governments would not only do that,
but curtail rather than expand their functions,
which latter seems to be the patronage-creating
fad of the present day. Prior to July lst, 1899,
papers had been carried free through the Canadian
mails for a considerable period of time. With
their increasing circulation and the increasing bulk
of a good many newspapers, in imitation of the
ponderous and trashy Sunday “yvellow™ journals of
the United States, the burden upon the postal de-
partment at last became simply intolerable, and
the Postmaster General of the present Canadian
Government (Hon. Wm. Mulock) undertook to deal
with the subject, and the result was a bill whereby
papers werecharged | of acent per pound forthe first
six months of last vear, and thereafter | a cent per
pound,except thosecirculating withina twenty-mile
radius of the oftice of publication, which go free.
in case of papevslocated upon a lake, their zone was
measured 10 miles on one side of the oftice. This
absurb zone system, making fish of one and flesh of
another, was a sop to the country weeklies and the
unfortunate political price paid for getting the
measure through Parliament,because we believe the
original intention must have been to treat all alike.
Itinvolvedtaxing the journals of greatest merit,civ-
culation and influence,for the benefit of the littleor-
ogan of the country M. . and further, while a pro-
tective system was continued by the administra
tion for Lirge numbers of enterprises, United States
<heets, big and little, good, bad and indifferent.
had the f1ee run of the country. To the FaryMpER'S
ADvoe vie the 20 mile zone exemption is a mere
flea bite, and no relief from the unjust mposition
of the hill Indited for the improvement of all
branches of agriculture, being practical inits teach
ing and of superior merit_its civeulation extends,
naturally. not only into every part of the Provinee

of Ontaric. but throughout Quebec, the Maritime
Pros inces. Manitoba, the Northwest, and British
Columbia : also very generally through Michigan,
Dakos.. Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Hlinois,  lTowa,
Ohic. New York., Maine and many other States:
and reat Britain. Australia, New Zealand, and
Indi. as well as several Furopean countries: in
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is < essfally carried on by people w ho nnderstand
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¢ vk e not received and highly prized tor its help
fulnes~  =o faas Canada is concerned. for 31 vears
the paper has steadily associated itselt with the ad
\'nnl‘-‘-v:w_‘ of this great industry, and it the whol
truth were told there is no doubt that its work and
the knowledee and stimulus imparte d to the pubii
have done more for the real progress ol the Farme
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erature is “franked " at the public expense, doubt-
less on the ground that it contains information for
the public.

The ! cent per pound rate having been protested
against as onerous, the Postmaster General at the
session of Parliament just over introduced an
amendment to reduce the postage on newspapers
within the provinces in which they are published
to ! of a cent per pound, while still charging half a
cent per pound on those going from one province
to another or out of the Dominion, and as we un
derstand it, leaving the 20-mile zone still free, so
that the ADVOCATE would have had the small free
area, the provincial 1 of a cent per pound rate, and
beyond that the } cent rate- variety enough, in all
conscience. The House of Commons passed the bill,
but it was thrown out by the Senate bodily, for they
could not modify it, it being held that an amend-
ment would be one affecting revenue. If they have
not the power to amend, they should have roused
themselves a year earlier and thrown out the origi-
nal measure. As a result the old injustice is still

perpetuated.

It is lamentable that the postal administration
that has shown such commendable energy in many
directions, and has to its credit the introduction of
the two-cent letter rate boon and Imperial penny
postage, should be marred by a retrograde and pet
ty newspaper postage policy.

Summer Institute Meetings.

Our first meeting was held at Russell at
S p. m. Between 7 and 8 o'clock it began to rain
heavily, and continued more or less for over three
hours. This, we were given to understand, was the
first 1ain of the season. The crops in this locality
are rather late on that account. Our meeting was
poorly attended, about 12 being present. Mr. Lutt-
ley Butler, instructor in the Dairy School, in the
course of his rémarks, uiged the farmers to give
more attention to dairying, and predicted that it
would eventually supersede wheat-growing. e
favored winter dairying as affording the best mane
ket. The process of buttermaking was followed
and a number of pointers given as to each step.
The use of the separator was urged, the speaker
maintaining that the creaun secured was one - third
more than by the deep-setting systenm. T'his crean,
however, would have to be cooled to 1oy A degrees

or it would ripen too fast. The deep setting can
with tap in the bottom was denounced. It deep
setting cans are used at all, the creaan shouald
always be sKimmed from the top. The advantages

of o course at the Government Dairy School were
wrged. The course which ocenrs in the winter is
entively free and s of great benetfit to anvone wish
mg to become acquainted with the best methods ol
dadvyving.  Mr.o Ao PoStevenson then addressed the
meeting on the satject of fruit crowing, e Laid
down some general principles to he abserved, and
then dealt with the culture of cach kind of frait
idividually. Herecognized as o prinarey essential
to suceess inany kind of froit-growing in Manitol
the absolute necessity of han g some Kind ot wind

break. The more convenient method of caltivation
i~ alwavs to have everything set in rows <o as to
cultivate largely with the horse Novelties in frait
were denounced gencrally as trauads, ondy the old,
well tested bhemmg worth teving, Considerable <ae

ces~ had been had with <traowbherries, and the Wil
<o, Crescent and Gandy had heen foned 1o be the

hest varieties The <trawberry row bronld b
planted abont T ieet apart Sone persans fadled 1
receive frait from then ]:|‘1H"—-ru account ot plant
1y pistillate varieties [ planting, it wa
eged that male and ferade varieties e planted o
Pl ernate rows It is necessioey toommleh swith <traw
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pruned out, except two or three. Never try to
grow these fruits on one stem, tree fashion. It the
borer got into that stem the bush would be killed
outright. Currants and gooseberries should be
planted | feet apart each way. In planting out red
raspberries always cut the top ofY l*w plants. These
should be set in rows S feet apart. The raspberrvies
might be allowed to thicken out to form a vow of
stalks, IS inches wide, properly pruned, but the
suckers should be kept down between the rows. In
the way of plums, there is not a single variety now
grown in Ontario that is any good at all in Mani
toba. The same may be said of cherries. It was
advised to select a tree of the native plum which
bears superior fruit; mark it during the fruiting
season, and in the late fall take out cuttings of the
surface roots for setting out the following spring.
The planting of pits gives no satisfaction, as the
seedlings nearly always turn out to be other and
poorer sorts. The growing of crab apples has
passed the experimental stage in some parts of
Manitoba. The Transcendent and Hyslop are the
best. The speaker found it necessary to wrap the
trunk of the trees during winter with gummy sack-
ing.

A vote of thanks was tendered the speakers at
the close of the meeting.

BIRTLL.

This was a lively meeting, with some good dis
cussions on creamery matters. .\ bout thirty were
present.

SHOAL LAKE.

After waiting till long past the hour, we started
with ten, but before the finish over fifteen were
present. Complaint was made of the brief notice
received regarding meetings.  The usual subjects
were dealt with by the speakers, and good interest
was manifested.

STRATHCLAIR.

We had also an attendance here of tifteen, but it
was claimed that double that would have been
present had more extended notice been given.

MINNEDOSA,

\ fter waiting an hour and a half, we counted an
attendance of one, so audience and speaker ad-
journed to the creamery, where some good object
lessons were learned. The failure of a meeting at
this point can only be attributed to indifference on
the part of the farmers.

NEEPAWAL

\ fine meeting was had here, over thirty-five
being present. The question of frait growing and
bhuttermaking were thoroughly gone into, no end ot
questions being asked and answeved. The meeting
closed after 6 o clock, and all expressing themselves
as having had o profitable and interesting thoe
Crops are well advanced in this locality @ too much
<o to greatly benefit by the fine rain that fell the
day after the meeting.

GLADSTONE,

On account of it heinggae holiday cDominion Dayvy
nearly evervhody was attending o pienie at a grove
ome miles distant, so no meeting was held, but a
fair sized andience gathered in the evening at the
strect corner, ad for an hour or more the speakers
improved the opportunity

DAL TN,

Only fiftecen present The old complaint again
heard here ot la l\‘nt notice, but all present ap
peared to be muceh Anter ~ted inwhat the speakers
had ta sayv, and promised a larger meeting next
titne,  The cropsan this Toeality e a little better

than tho-e further sonth. Some of the leading
farmers estimate the crop at from 10 to 15 bhushels
per e Somne tields scen will go more than that
and sorne tar les
GLENLY ON

W had anenthusiastic meeting at this place,
over thirtv-five being present, and we were assured
lad the mecting beenat 2 pome instead of the even-

ine the <choolhonse would have been full to over
tHlow e The usual subjects were dealt with by the
peiahers and a0 great many questions answered
O of the last to be pat was by the chadrman, who
to~coand with aotwinkle in his eve asked if it was
troe b the rings fonnd <o much in butter at the
proesent time could be attribated to the dehorning
tean now so much i use. Cows having no horn-
toobaove rings one did they pat them in the bhutte
A\ of which was answered to evervone's satista
i, and one ol the hest llll‘v‘lillf_f\ 1»11 the ~eri W
brought tga close with vaotes of thank- ' the
peakers AL PoStEviNsoN




