
roads in approved locations and to an ap- 
This phase of the work will be Hitching Teams Tandem.

Editor “ The Farmer's Advocate ” :
The frequent reference in your paper to the 

various ways of hitching up more than two horses 
into a team has often prompted me to make the 
following inquiry, which I think may be of 
enough general interest to merit a little of your 
space.

against it, but it can never be more clumsy on 
the turns, nor awkward to handle, than the beam- 
like evener of a four-horse hitch, 
the loss of power due to the stretcher be any 
greater than having one or two horses walking 
on the plowed ground, 
hitch, compared with the multiplication of lines 
and forks we see in some of the illustrations in 
“ The Farmer’s Advocate.” 
elude that at least some of them are designed by 
the hired man without a time-card, and not the 
boss.

main
proved standard, 
continued as it is possible for the local municipal­
ities to provide for it.

Government also undertakes to dissemi- 
information regarding methods to the muni-
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cipalities, so as to bring the work they do to a 
and more satisfactory standard, both by 

distribution of bulletins and by the construc-
of roads under direct supervision of the t)ut West, where horses did some very long

examples of hauling, for a saving in wages, as many as six­
teen or eighteen were sometimes hitched into one 
team, all under the care of one 
roustabout.

.higher
One can but con-the

tionGovernment authorities, to serve as 
how the work should be done.

A constant effort along this line has 
made during the last six or seven years, 
considerable success. A. J. McPHERSON,

teamster and one 
Putting them abreasvwas, of course, 

out of the question, so they were stretched out 
one span in front of the other, 
this, there would usually be four wagons, hitched 
one behind the other by a “ bull ” or short 
tongue, the heavier wagons being forward or 
nearest the team.

The training is not a difficult task, and any 
young chap who has the confidence of his horses 
and a little patience may be sure of success. The 
line-leader must be intelligent and cool enough to 
be able to take an order, without dwelling on the 
punishment he deserves if he refuses, 
never, through fear, hesitate to push his mate 
promptly around, 
heavy work on dangerous roads, 
should be willing enough to keep out of their fol­
lowers’ way.

For a team likeChairman of the Board.

HORSES* He should
The horses pulled on what is 

called stretchers—two whiffletrees spread apart t y 
a four-foot stick or a piece of small gas-pipe, and 
connected by a piece of chain with a ring in the 
middle, into which the draw chain was hooked.

This is sometimes serious at
Both leadersThe stallion which stands for a low fee is, 

a general thing, dear at any price.
as

In the case of a green team, we used to use 
“ ribbons ” on the leaders, or more, if necessary. 
until all pulled up together when ordered. As 
soon as all are familiar with their places, the 
“ jerk ” line may be introduced. It will greatly 
concern any but the one leader after the first few 
manoeuvres. Until he is perfectly easy, someone 
he is not afraid of should walk beside him and 
prompt him in obeying orders.

As many as six horses, and sometimes eignt, 
can be fairly well managed by the “ ribbons ” cr 
“ checks ”—i. e., a line for each horse, so long

The time to feed for weight is when the colt 
is young.
the animal is growing.

Greater gains are always made while
as the work is on the road ; but when it comes 
to guiding the long teams, or even the shorter 

The model draft horse should show a vigorous, ones, in the fields, a very much simpler method 
lively energetic disposition, yet be docile, tract- must, be used. This is called the “ jerk ” line, 
able and intelligent. He should be neither slug- and consists of a single line stretching all along 

^ish nor irritable, nor excessively nervous. the nigh liâmes, and snapped to a chin-strap on
o The “jerk” line 

—to begin with— 
is connected to a 
fork over the 
horse's neck. This 
fork is a little 
shorter on the 
nigh or left side 
than on the “off’’ 
or right, so that 
when the line is 
pulled steadily the 
leader will always 
“ haw.”
the right hames 
ring to the “ gee” 
or right bit ring 
a line is fastened 
just loose enough 
that it will tight­
en only when the 
head is raised 
higher than usual, 
so that when a 
sudden jerk is giv­
en to the line, suf­
ficiently hard to 
make the leader 
raise his head, 
the ‘line from the 
hames will pull 
him “gee.” After 
the leader has be­
come quite relia­
ble, the fork may 
be dispensed with, 
and the line snap­
ped directly to a 
ring on a chin 
strap.

is then reduced to the simplest I know any­
thing about, except the single chain and yoke 
of the ox-team. GORDON S. LAMB

Prescott Co., Ont.

The drafter is called upon to do most of his 
work at the walk, 
fore, that he be able to walk fast, 
begin such training is when the colt is young.

It is most important, there- 
The time to

J

The cost of raising the right kind of colt, as 
compared with that required in producing the 
scrub, is the same, but selling time shows a vast 
difference in values in favor of the colt from the 
good sire and dam.
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4The foal from unsound sire or dam may 

sound when foaled, but such animals very often 
inherit a predisposition to the disease or unsound-, 

with which the parents are affected, and if at 
time the colt is subjected to unfavorable con­

fie

1
ness 
any
ditions or bad treatment, the unsoundness appears. 
Nothing but sound stock can bo safely used for 
breeding purposes.n.
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Feet and legs are perhaps the most important 
parts of the horse, and at the same time the most 
likely to be affected with unsoundness. In select 
ing a sire, brood mare, or work horse, look well 
to the underpinning. Clean, fiat, flinty bone, 
with fine, silky feathering, strong, angular hocks 
and strong, straight knees, oblique pasterns, large 
hoof-heads and large, strong feet, are indications 
of a useful animal.
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lov- Feeding Grain to Horses.

to ask what is the favorite gram 
for horse-feeding, there would be a unanimous 
“ Oats !” in reply, but, further than that,

Every one would
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If one were
-

A Typical Clydesdale Mare.
una- The hitch

nimity would be a lost feature.
have his way, his time, and his amount to feed, 
hardly two of which would agree, yet nearly all of 
which would be a success in the right hands, lhe 

greatest controversies that come up in horse-
to feed, and whether or cept when on 

In the first case,

The “oil” leader isthe bit of the nigh leader, 
guided by a rod or pole some five feet long, from 
the hames-ring of his mate. The other horses 
are, until well broken, all guided by a line fast­
ened to the stretchers just in front of them, ex- 

the road with heavy loads.
It is here that the fancy or scientific work is 

for these long teams are often hauling loads 
’ roads that would

two Co-operation in Horse Breeding.
Co-operation in its truest sense is being worked 

out by a Farmers’ Club Horse Association, of 
L’Amable, Hastings County, Ontario.

which is at present capitalized at

'ork feeding are the amounts 
not oats should be chopped, 
the amount fed will depend entirely upon 

, Amount of work done, but a safe average wou c 
wR>e a gallon of oats three times a day for a 1,^0 - 

pound horse doing heavy work, and from this fee 
according to amount of work done and the coi 
responding weight of the horse.

Regarding the crushing of oats, this is entire y 
optional if the horse's teeth are good and he does

However, for old horses 
better crushed.
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of a ton to every horse, over
venturesome teamster m our Prov-

tiec This Asmake many a
ince shiver to travel with a light wagon and span 
The teamster, then, rides in a light saddle on his 
nigh-wheeler, which, with his mate, and the two 
“swinners”—the first span ahead, and fastened to 
the end of the tongue-he has to keep more di­
rectly in hand. Next to the leaders, these four 
must be good horses, for their's is all the extra- 
heavy work on
- swingers." at the nier gee !
swing jump the chai and pull their best almost 
at right-angles to the road, with the wheeler 

the opposite side, when his mate was walking 
so as to keep the hind wagon out 

The “ wheelers ” are held back 
that either one can help 

to counteract the

ten
vei­
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hill

sociation,
$1,200, was financed by a scheme whereby each 
and every member became financially responsible
for the indebtedness of the Association, thus band-

the
1er
irk,
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■ov-
ing

om-
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her
oil­

ing the members together in a sort of cummunity 
interest that is solidified by the common responsi-

The second annual

not “ bolt ” his grain, 
and fast feeders, the
Many crush all their oats for the purpose 
stroying weed seeds that may be in the oats, 
oats are crushed, they should be milled in srna 
quantities that will be eaten within the week. It 
chopped oats are left longer they will become on 
stale, and finally go musty.

This year, when there is so much feed u heat m 
tin country, many will put this into their ration, 

mi rightly so. ‘ However, wheat is one of the 
I l ongest grains, and must be fed with caution 

a ml close attention to horses. For this reason, 
it would fie well to chop it and mix it in choppti

oats are theI have seen
or “ haw ! ’ '

t urns.t he bility felt and borne by all. 
meeting of the Association was recently held, and 
the finances were found to be in a flourishing con­
dition, a dividend of 25 per cent, being paid. 
Stockholders are, as far as possible, allowed only 

This makes the interest gen-

If

m loose traces one share of $10. 
eral.from a. corner.

" chains, soby “ stay
“ swing ” a great deal 

“"ïn-pull "of all the other horses.
, have described this plan with considerable 

detail 'at tie- risk of being tedious, because I 
thought there might still he some of the hoys in 

,, v,et who do not me I called to the West and 
th i }ljfVe in mind the Pacific slope,

is used in the Prairie

The County of Hastings is to be congratulated 
the success of this movement, and everyt he upon

farmer in Canada can well afford to consider the 
advantages of “ working together.
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m
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go seriously with the mare 
1 the foal immediately afterwards. If she is 

quite frequently in place 
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