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Th I%ssmg Show

BY WILFRID WISGAST.

“ All the world's a stage,
And all the men and womsn nerely players.”
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While the result of the elections on.Monday last
might persona.lly have been more flactering to me,
[ am not at all inclined ‘o indulge in lamentation,
[ voted for Mr Osler and of course should have
preferred vo see my man come in first, but Mr,
Fleming will doubtless fill the position well, and
[ tender him my hearty congratulations. He shall
receive not only just, but generous, treatment

from me in my journalistic capacity.

[t may satisfy som - people to be told that Mr.
Osler is noat at all displeased at the result. He did
his best to win, and does not feel sore at being
beaten by a little over n couple of hundred in a
total vote approaching twenty five thousand —the
largest municipal vote ever cast in this cty.
Messrs. Fleminyg and Osler both bore themselves
in this contes: like gentlemen, and can now, in the

orthodox manncr, after a fair stand-up fight,

shake hands.

The vote for Sunday street cars is one on which
ail of us who have advocated greater freedom on
Sundays have reason to feel extremely pleased.
We did not win straight away ; it would have
been a surprise to us if we had; but we have
polled over ten thousand votes, and we were
loudly assured by many who thought they knew®
that it was impossible for us to score as many

hundreds.

In fact, the general belief of this had much to

do with the result. I donot say we should have

won, but I have been told by many persons since
the numbers were declared, that they would have
voted in favor of cars on Sundays had they bad
any idea the proposal was so near winging.  Be-
fore the election many people to whom I spoke
told me they would vote for the proposal if it was
of any use, but ‘“that it was sure to be snowed

under.”

! All of us who voted for a free Sunday have
cause to congratulate ourselves. We have broken
the ice, and have shownr our strength. We need
claim no moral victory. We have suffered a tem-
l porary defeat, but one that has left our opponents

2 in a much wmore shattered condition than our- o ; of the Unlin™ fags
! : — . i i y 't, if the r wishes

selves, The narrow-minded sec.tarla-msn? of this The fast thst &t & recent meeting of the :olth he: 1;:: :era;ix:e;h :Ot he t;v:-:l .
8 city has recived a blow from which it will never National League in Dublin as much as £2.10s. prop g y
: ' that ordinary people can understand ?
’ recover. (about twelve dollars) was announced as the
2 . . . .

total receipts of the previous fortnight will prove “ Afferent,” * efferent,” and many similarly un-
’ i i People ha.w? v tl.mnk * mnore conclusively, than anything in the shape of familiar words are out of place in a pamphlet
y large number of liberal-minded mlr.nsters.m this argument how completely the Irish Home Rule meast. or poplar reading. Tt is 8 by bt
: Ao A S d(;u:]; :, Mlll'lth: qo‘:i:‘ farce has fallen through. many instructors of the public will not understand -
i ; while . .

; tmn" S}? - O]f the“:hhme sa:u]d :l;t attemppi to I that the more plainly they speak the more effective
| R 0);1 . to act ; while_several We are gradually getting to know a good deal | be their teaching ; and not write to show how
‘; dictate to the people o;v . ac ) our side. more than we expected about the inside history ,, ,ch they kiow, but in a manner plain enough
) ministers have spoken boldly out on of this cont,empt°° movement. When knaves .4 distinct enough for the many to understand

d

These are clergymen whom we can 1espect, an
in this connection owe our thanks.
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possessed of their own, a lot of useful and interest-
ing light is sure to be let in on the mode of pro-

cedure among the thieves.\ We see this in the
course pursued by the Irish Home Rule gang.
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THE OBsarveR recommended the people to vote
for Messrs Leslie, W. J. Hambly, Bernard Saun-
ders, J. Maloney and Gowanlock. The people
thought the advice was so good that the gentlemen
above mentioned all gamed the offices they
sought, and gained them easily too.

For more than twelve months now these fellows
have been wrangling among themselves, and apply-
ing to each other such vpithets as ouly a patriotic.
Irishman can use. And the strongest “ argument”
each “ patriot " has used was that’the other fellow
was a thief. And vice versa.
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This is as it shonld be. As a weekly papgr we
are fresh in the field, but our friends may rest
assured that we are | ere to stay, and the people
will find the advice we give them will be in the

main such advice as t} f 4 s
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It would be absurd to say that the amusement
column of the Globe is iaughed at all over the
city, because no one reads the stuff. Some time
ago the Globe Yised very often to send a deaf
man to “write up” a performance. The result
was interesting; there was “oh, such a differ-
ence in tha morning ” between what had occurred
on the stage and what the journalistic Mrs. Gamp
of Toronto narrated t&tbe Betsy Prlgs who form
her audience.

In this connection a correspondent has written
to we saying that my opinions in “ The Passing
Show ” do not always quite accord with the vicws
expressed in the editorial columns of THE OBSER-
VER. There is no reason that they shou'd; all -
the departmental writers are allowed to say much
what they please, as long as they remain in a kind
of general accord. We all quite understand the
lines on which the paper is run ; we may differ in

details, but not in principle.

Of course if systematic laudation and endorse-
ment of every cramatic ou!rage that ccmes along
is the correct thing, then the kind of balderdash
the Globe publishes will suffice. But if the idea
be to act as a guide to the public and tell them
not only when a good thing is on, but also—un-_
fortunately the much more fiequent case—when
our enterprising managers are palming off on the
public a “ rotten show ;” if the idea be to tell the
truth and so enable people to save their dollars,
then the Globe is simply conniving at a clumsy
fraud on the pockets of the public.

Mr. James Keith writes to the Pall Mall
(razette as follows : — “ Not one person in a hun-
dred who knows Mr. Gladstone by sight, not one
in a hundred thousand of the general public knows
that when quite a young man Mr. Gladstone lost
the forefinger of his left hand by an accident,
Mr. Forbes, by advice, meanwhile, has painted
this finger in, in the original purtrait intended for
the Nuational Liberal Club, because this picture is
to be reproduced for photogravure.”
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If the people of London are concerned about
Mr. Gladstone's missing finger well and good ;
there are a large number of people in the Old
Coun‘ry who can afford to waste time in discussing
such trivialities. Fortunately, or unfortunately,

Has the Empire yet found out who is mayor !
Most of us knew by ten o’clock ¢ on Monday even-
ing last, but the euterprising Gievernment organ
_ was not quite sure on Wednesdaymorning.! It is
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curious to see Mr. Forbes' portrait of the famous
Englishman who is an active politician at eighty-

Victoria C. Woodhull (Lady Martin) has for-
warded me from London a copy of her pamphlet
“ The Rapid Multiplication of the Unfit.” [ agree

three,

fall out, if honest men do not necessarily bec me .o+ is wanted to be taught.
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