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Don’t put it off until
it’s too late!

Now is the time to make preparations for spring
work. You need a Farm Tractor! Get the in-

formation now and when you have satisfied
yourself that the AVERY is the tractor for
you, place your order and get immediate de-
livery from stock which we have on "hand.

Sc:ores of Ontario Farmers will commence their spring work
with an AVERY TRACTOR. Be one of them. You

can get delivery now and familiarize yourself with it during

FARM AND DAIRY

LETTING
1IN
3 THE Sun
On Smith's Garden

MITH isn't naturally a gardener.

S He s & business man, well

known in business circles. But

he was raised on a farm—and there
you are.

Early last spring Smith became
fired with an enthusinsm to grow
things. Everyone was going to have
a garden. Men read the seed cata-
logues on street cars instead of the
daily paper and the mania for garden-
ing spread. It seemed to be Infec
tious like measles or chicken pox. The
Departments of Agriculture helped
along the movement by sending out
much interesting  literature  Od
methods of gardening which if follow
ed ont would lead to the production
(in the back yard, the window seat
or under the bed) of apparently limit
less quantities of baked beans and

! squash ple in the raw state. In fact

enough literature was sent out |if
spread sheet to sheet to reach quite
a long ance and part way back

| again.

So when Smith called me up over
our rural ‘phone and asked me to
bring him in a couple of sacks of seed
potatoes, 1 wasn't much surprised

The day 1 brought in Smith's pota

| toes 1 found him with pencil and
| straight-edge making plans Smith

the winter months, besides doing any belt-work that you |

have around. Write for catalogue and testimonials from
local users.

The Lister Engine

Some farms are not suited for a Tractor,
but every farm needs Power of some kind
The LISTER ENGINE provides that
power with the maximum of efficiency and
the minimum cost of upkeep.

The Lister Grin&er

Has made friends all over Canada. Our guar-
antee is different. Write for particulars.

Lister Silo

It is none too early to
order your Silo. The
Lister Hip-Roof Silo
will soon pay for itself.
Write for catalogue of
Lister Silos and Silo
Fillers.

IllHHﬁ“l

Department “ K"’

R. A. LISTER & CO., LIMITED

58-60 Stewart St, TORONTO

sald he gathered from the stack of
bulleting that had come to hand. that
it every resident of town or city In
Canada were to grow one potato or 8o,
that the aggregate would knock the
potato combine into a cocked hat—
and you will remember that last year
was the “potato-combine-year.”

Smith sa'd he hadn't any particular
quarrel with the potato combine. He
has no children and one fairly larse
tuber will do Mr. and Mrs. S. for
dinner. But when It was pointed out
that it was the country that had the
last potato that would win the war, or
words to that effect, Smith decided to
raise that spud. As a peacemaker he

| would thereby make W. J. Bryan look

ke an Irish politiclan in comparison

As spring advanced, however, Smith
decided not to dig up his flower beds
He had a far better scheme. Why
clutter up the croguet lawn with
pumpkins and mushrooms when, a
few miles out in the country, land was
spoiling for lack of gardening? Smith

| had a Dodge that would have to be

exercised every evening anyway, 80
he hired an acre of my farm (out of
the high rent district—six miles from
town) whereon to have a garden
Smith wasn't sure whether there
would be holidays going later on or
not, “so” quoth he, smiling sweetly
“I'll combine business and pleasure
thusly, for half a ‘loaf’ is better than
no holiday.”

Smith’s plans wers far reaching
They Included a little woods near the
scene of activity where morels might
be gathered in spring, a nearby lake

| where fishing and bathing might rest

the weary gardeners after their stren

| uous exertions, and, chiefest of his

plans, a number of young men from
the office who would enjoy the ride
and could hoe. I might say here that

| no one fished as far as I could find
| out, except Smith himself. He had to
| dangle some bait to keep up the

supply of suckers,

You may think I'm spending a lot
of time on the plans for the garden,
rather than on the garden itself, but

| that's what Smith did, so T have to

|
|
)

follow suit.

There is normally one outstanding
difference between a farm vegetable
garden and a back yard garden—the
difference between the horse cultiva-
tor and the hand hoe. But Smith's was
a backyard garden on a one acre plot.
The land was plowed in the spring
and the sods dragged about a little
with a spring tooth harrow, and the
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rest was done with hoes and rakes
Needless to say the carefully workeu
out “plan” was lost before the plant
ing season arrived, so a system of
catch-as-catch-can planting was fol
lowed. Mrs. 8. sald she had never
had enough green peas, so a couple
of guarts of seed was sown In rows
15 Inches apart. Onions, carrots, and
other small vegetables were painfully
placed in rows varying from eight to
12 inches apart, and it takes a lot of
uch finy work to make much of an
impressi-n on an acre block. By the
time all the small stuff had been hoe !
in, the weeds were ready for hoeins
out. And most of the acre yet re
mained unseeded.

Early in the season Smith had an
ingenious scheme whereby two crops
of potatoes might be grown simultane
ously. In each hole a late potato
would be planted about nine inches
deep, then after five inches of soll
had been filled in, an early potato
would be sown and the hole filled up
By this scheme the early potato crop
would be dug in July and August with
out disturbing the growtu of the late
one. By the time Smith had planted
half M8 acre once over to four dollar
seed potatoes, however, he had decid
ed not to overburden the soil

Things looked good for the allies
war ration during the spring, but
presently the weeds got under way
and the aspect of Smith's garden
gradually changed. Summer came on
The Smiths left on a two weeks' vo
cation. The bugs didn’t. Smith says
he thinks the bugs made his garden
gort of rendezvous on account of the
pleasant location. It was sheltered
from the winds by a little bush, and
close enough to the lake that the bugs
coul! have a drink whenever thelr
throats got too dry from the starch of
the potatoes.

The other day I had a 'phone call
from Smith, He wanted a couple of
bags of potatoes. They are not for
planting this spring, but for imme
diate consumption to take the place of
the potatoes that the bugs got.

Smith says his garden last year was
not a success as a commercial pro
position, due to an overabundance of
advice aimed from every quarter, and
a lack of the real cooperation in the
way of good hoers, Of course the
quality of the vegetables was superb
The quality of any fruit excels where
it has to struggle for existence
Smith's 1s above the standard of ex
cellence, But he isn't giving up gar
dening. He has been too strongly im
pressed with the needs of the Bmpire
for that, He 1s, however, reducing the
aize of his plot. His zarden this year
will have a good southern exposure
overlooking his garage. The space at
his disposal on this window seat will
be considerably smaller than he used
up last year and so will be unable to
support as many weeds. But Smith
says that the saving In gasoline and
potato seed, should about make up for
the small difference in the produc
tive capacity of the two plots.

Sae R

Jim Jones was born In the city and
while yet a young man went into the
country to work on a farm. Did he
ever tell yon why he came back to the
city to live? No? I don’t blame him
Well, I'll tell you.

The second day he was on the farm
he was called up before dawn and
told to harness the mule to the
sleigh, He was too tired to light a
lantern, and in the dark he didn’t no-
tice that a cow was in the stable with
the mule. The farmer, impatient at
the long delay, shouted from the

what are you doing out
there?”
“1 can't get the collar over (he
mule's head,” Jones yelled back, “hi«
ears are frozen.”
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