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s IR ROBERT PERKS' armorial
A KNIGHT bearings should display “Nil Des-
UNDAUNTED. perandum” as their motte. Abating

wot a whit of his cheerfulness, he
has once more reached home with his canal plans in
his pocket. Their being declined with thanks has not
dampened his enthusi Nor his perkiness—if this
verbal atrocity from Ottawa will bear repetition. At
worst he thinks only of postpomement until some more
convenient season. Even those who most q the

maintain that, while the mew route would be the
shorter in mileage, the old waterway—deepened and
enlarged—could be mnavigated in considerably less
time, owing to its stretches of open wat.™.

Those who rest their case after presenting reasoms
for enlarging the Welland canal alome, are of the
opinion that large vessels would find it more profit-
able to make their trips to and from Precvott, rather
than as far as Moxtreal, even though the St. Law-

sdvisability of the project cannot but admire the Bri-
u.t of the projector.

That there should be mo present emcouragement to
Sir Robert’s request for a Government interest-
guarantes was a foregome conclusion. Public under-
tekings in plenty are om hand for the mear future.
Shouldering responsibility for & heavy additiomal
w..mnmlay..m-nh-
nlnhm constructed —is not just now to
be emtertaimed.

“.deﬂ-ﬁ-mﬂmﬁdﬂw not be
one of barrea idlemess. With regard to future water-
way developments this should afford a time for sys-
tematie enquiry and comstructive thinking.

R

UST now the deepeming and
improving of existing Cana-
dian canals is being persistently
advocated. Naturally this ad-
voosey is actuated in some quarters by purely local
comsiderations, But the relative merits of the Georgian
Bay or the Welland route must be weighed, for and
by the Dominion as a whole.

A week ago this tter was dis d in Toromte
by sepr tatives of 1 important interests, in-
cluding shippers and carriers. The plan reported upon
ing and enlarging the Wel-
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locks were emlarged. To which others retort
that, if such be so0, it is a question as to its being
worth while enlarging evim the Welland—for there
are still those who keep comsistently to the view that
improvement of terminal and transhipment facilities
should precede canal enlargement. These claim that
transference of grain from large vessels to boats
adapted for presemt camal use—or to railroad routes—
is preferable to bringing lake vessels through miles
of canals, however deep. Larger boats, they say would
have dificulty in promptly securing return cargoes of
package freight.
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HE matter of insurance
rates canmot be over-
looked im comsidering inland
waterway development. There
has been a somewhat gemeral assumption that the
Georgian Bay route would possess a decided advam-
tage in this regard over the Welland and St. Lawrence
camals—more particularly in the autumn, because of
briefer exposure to the sweeping gales of the Great
Lakes. It must mot be forgottem, however, that a
large vessel—especially when light—is seriously sub-
ject to damage, though mot to total wreck, when
- r in stormy weather. But

high winds are not the only considerations that make
for imcreased navigation hasards in the autumn.
Lomger hours of darkness or semi-darkness bring in-
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Sault camal, the contemplated mode of tramsporta-
tation would be by large steamships from Duluth to
ﬂwnmt.udhulnun smaller eraft
Montreal. Some who favour this pro-

or 4 unless the lighting of the route
were most thorough, mavigation after the hours of
daylight might be attemded by greater risk im the
land-locked Geergian Bay route than in the open
waters of Lakes Erie and Ontario.

Caaals and locks have their special hasards. The
Sanlt aceident has furmished recent proof. Amd

A ! are tantly d by humpings and
mishaps in locks and narrow reaches. So considerable
are these in the aggrexate. that derwrit despit
protestings—have lately made them the basis of am
imervease im rates upon vessels passing through the
Welland and St. Lawrenee eanals.




