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Bella Bella, B.C.

BY REY, J

A TACKSON, ST Ly ML,

Where is Bella Bella
high school geography, and turn to the const
line of British Columbia, you y find it
indieated among numerous small islands of
this jagged coast line, but the name of Bella
Bella will be missing.  The government
survey has not considered it sufficiently
important to indicate to the world that such
a place exists. Yet this obseure ishad
situated two hundreed miles north of Vane
couver, has a history dating back into the
misty past, that is thrilling with interest,
and “replete with darving and courage
adventure

1f you look up your

PAST HISTORY

In the days that are gone, when tribal
warfare was rife, and the hand of Christianity
hadd ot reached these northern tribes, the
name of Bella Bella we is known and feared
by all the tribes from on the south
to Alaska on the north.  Not that other
tribes were serfs and weaklings, but the
name of Bella Bella stood for hravery,
conrage, fortitude, intrepidity, and fearless.
ness, and woe to the tribe that dared tling
its fivebrand of insult te member of this
prowd, arvogant, and mer
orded in the wemory of “thuse living, is
the picture of one of the bloodiest seenes of
warfare in the annals of Indian confliets.

Al sixty miles below Bella Bella lies
an inlet of the Pacitic Ocean known as
River's Inlet, from the fact that here some
twenty rivers pour their contents into the
sen. At the extreme point of this spacious
inlet it was wmy privilege to visit a tribe of
Indians known as the O-we-kanos, the sworn
enemies of the Bella Bellus.  As 1 looked at
their hugetotem poles carved from base to
apex with all kinds of grotesque figures of
birds, beasts, and men, and saw by these
tribal crests or coats of arms the history and
heritage that past generatic had handed
down to the present, T was compelled to sa,
“how are the mighty fallen.” The once
powerful tribe has been so reduced by blood-
shed in the past. and by the ravages of a
disease in the present that is consuming
both flesh and hones, a discase that has set
its seal of doom and utter extinetion, upon
the O-we-kano, ns surely as upon the leprous
victim,  Searcely one house did 1 Ilml un-
touched by this dreadful scourge, ** which
cats s doth a canker.”

INDIAN REVENGE,

The first cruel blow that caused this tribe
to reel and stagger preparatory to its fall,
was struck by the Bella Bellas quite within
the memory of its oldest fathers. An old
seore of long standing ng,niunt the O
kuanos must be revenged. Under pretence
of friendship the chiefs of Bella Bella in-
vited the O.we-kanos to come and join them
in a feast. The invitation was gladly ac-
mplwl. never uuu,mmu~ its cruel purport.
Canoes were laden with provisions
for the journey, and it hearts they
set out to visit their neighl In the
meantime the warriors of Bella Bella enme
down in their canoes to a pl wn s
Schooner Pass which is a waterway hetween
monntains and an outlet to the open sea.
his pass was the seene of eruel treachery.
mer had the eanoes of the O.we-kanos
got well into the pass than every man was
s fire and few that day
to tell the awful tale of Bella lh-llu s
venge.  That event was to the O-we-kanos
what the Armada was to Spain-— the hq{in-
ning of its downfall, now rapidly being
summated by the more dreadful nllN]llll[.,ll'
of hereditary diseases. 1f ever you go to
Bella Bella ask for Old Dick, and there you
will see aman who played the part of the
deceiver in extending the invitation to the

O-we kanos; and to this day the memory of
the past haunts him, for while his tribe goes
yearly to the very place of the mass ere, he
has never heen known to aceompany them
for fear retributive justice might overtake
him,

HEATHEN SOCIAL CONDITIONS,

Now why have I deseribed this bit of
Indian history # To show by way of contrust
the teansforming g power of
the Gospel of the Cross, the Gospel
(uunxl them, rites and itions were
repent.  The spirit of

venge were the cause of
the most fearful atrocities.  Home  was
a term unknown in the sense of protec

ufort,  Woman was the se
the order of a chief who was
eater, the life of a woman
could be taken and her body supply the
requirement of the horrid feast.  Filth and
vized them in a high
+is still abundant proof
Any lnlw untouched by Chris-

nd by no means absent
from some of the villages designated by the
term Christian. 8o much for the past, but
what of the present / What of the warlike
tendenc: the lust for revenge, the cruel
abominations, and  disgusting rites ! Do
still go to war / Are they ready on the
slightest pretext to seek revenge /. Do they
show in any degree the spirit of humility and
of worship ! These and other questions have
a0 doubt presented themselves to your
minds over and over ag Let me tell
you as tersely as 1 am able Jjust what 1 found
and what T experienced amongst these very
interesting people.

THE INDIAN VILLAGE.

Regarding  the gencial apj
the village, T win agreeably
and even wondered at  the
evidence on every hand of Indian n-
genuity and skill. * Instead of a squal d,
tilthy, revolting sight of tumbling shacks
fit only for housing cattle, I looked uvp-
on a row of cottages extending along 1 e
beach in almost unbroken line for about o je-
eighth of a mile, presenting an appear- nce
of civilized life which would compare with
some of our modern villages in Ontar
There are numerous saw uu!lu wher all kinds
of building material may Ye purchased at a
reasonable cost,  Some Indian villages run
their own saw wills by water power or steam.
Soon after my arrival 1 took a walk through
the village and saw an Indian working at a
turning lathe, and I saw he was preparing
four legs to make a table for his home. By
means of a flume a trough) wate
coyed from the mountain stream which falls
upon a small water-wheel, and by this
means the Indian makes the mountain
stream turn the legs of his table. . T asked
him how he came to understand the art of
turning  wood, and he said his brother
Indian had been shown by the white man,
and he had learned it from his brother.

IMITATING THE WHITE MAN,

A very remarkable feature in the British
Columbia Indian is his power of imitation,
and excellent attempt to reproduce anything
he has seen done by a white man.

Yacht and boat building are by no means
simple accomplishments.  Before Christian-
ity found them, the cance was the
of their attainment in boat building. F)
time to time yachts of various deseript
have sailed into their harbor.  The design
has been mentally impressed and the vesult
is u veproduction of the craft of their white
brother, and to-day not a few are the proud
vners of sailing yachts which, under full
sail, are as graceful as a hird on the wi
This faculty of imitation has a very hw
ous phase in various instances.  An Indian
never thinks of knocking at another's door
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but walks right in, for they regard them
selves us one family,  On one oceasion an
Indian subordinate chief went down to Vie
torin and saw a man ring a door bell of
a fine residence with stained-glass de He
coneeived the idea of having the same, and
so outshine all the nobility of Bella Bella,
even the resident missionary.  He purchased
a bell, a door frame, and some colored glass
and brought them ne in trivmph, took
away the old door, and put up the new, then
stratted with the air of a peacock at his
finery. It reminded we very much of «
tramp with old shoes and tattered garments
crowned by a fine silk hat.  The bell was
seldom heard except when the missionary
wiade a call, and a bland smile of approval
and appreciat tlitted across the Indian's
swarthy face, that his matchless door should
be thus |

The Ind

L

n women
sisters excepting the he
adopted only
oSt invar

s like their white
dgear, which is
ceasions.  The al
of u shawl
winl Christmas
m to the rule.
m sombre black shawls to

for head covering.
entertainment is the except
The chas f

terspersed with evergreen
nette, and gaudy plumes, produe
striking contrast, that I didn't recogniz
own parishioners, supposing they were visit
from a neighbo ll):\l“ll].,uwvllll' attend
our celebrated annug ert,

FOLLOWING THE FASHION,

One of our missionaries, veferving to this
same characteristic, said that when society
adopted the puff sleeves, his wife had hers
sth  intlated, 50 a8 not to e conspicuous
on arvival in Vietoria,  The Indian women
noted the change, and dressmaking was the
order of the day throughout the village.
the great surprise of the missionary and the
mortification of his wife, there were assem-
bled in the congregation Indian wo who
were bound to outdo their fair ers.
They wanted to be puffed up like others,
only the puff reached the dimensions of
a small sized balloon, as they stood eve
with the top of their heads, and imitated
the owl to perfec
This, while amusing, has an important
lesson to the man or woman who goes to
represent Christ,  He cannot make a turn
that is not watched and mentally estimated
by these illiterate but far-seeing people
If a self-seeking spirit is wanifest, his spirit-
ual power will stand at zero, as far as his
effectiveness for good is concerned.

WARFARE UNKNOWN,

Warfare is now a thing unheard of among

They would as soon think of going
cenland as they would of g iing to war,
only do these once ferocious people not
think of going to war, but the very imple-
ments used by their forefathers are not to
be found anywhere except in a collection of
Indian eurios. A missionary is as safe
among the Indians of Bella as he would be
in the city of Toronto, yea, and more so,
judging from the sad events in our city dur-
ing the past few weeks.

Fighting with one
unknown. The worst one man will do to
another in case of a difference is not to
speak to him, letting him severely alone for
a season, an example that might profitably
be followed by many white men and even
some Christians,

Their life is i«
their opportunities.  When  you measure
them by the standard of what they were in
their heathen state, and what they are
under the influence of Christianity, remem-
bering that all this has been brought about
through a taught and not a read Bible, we
are compelled to say —this work must be of
God.

Toronto, Ont.

another is almost




