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gather wood in the neighbonring fovest : but, trammelled
as we were by our fetters, we were unable to carry it
through the deep snow. Moreover, our only stove was
in such bad m'(ll(‘r. and so filled our apartment with
smoke, that one of our Sisters, Martha Balinska, was
suffocateq.

The winter following (18441845 our sufterings
increased with our infirmities. Seven of oy Sisters were
now completely disabled, hesides the cight blind Sisters,
whose eyes had heen plucked out during the horrible
scene at Polock. Towartds the close of winter, there
were amongst us but four Sisters able to assist the others,
and yet we were threatend with transportation to Siberia :
we were even assured tha! orders to that effee! had bheen
already received from the Emperor,

It was then (1845 that God inspired us with the
design to attempt  our eseapes and he soon offored us o
favorable opportunity.,

Tocelebraty inai comm . masner Sheypin's hirth-
day, the popes, czernices and guards drank themselves
blind during three suecessive days. The night following
the thivd day, whilst our ruards were fast asleep, wo
managed to work off our fotters, and made our escape
in the following manner,

We raised up agaiust the prison wall a long trunk
of wood, by means of which we reached the top of the
wall. T ascemded first, and contempiated for a moment
the appalling heizht of three swries, that separated
me from the ground helow. 1 again asked God if il were
his holy will that weshould escape, and having invoked
the Blessed Trinity, and mads tho sign of the eross, 1
wecipitated myself inio the air. God protected me, and
i fell upon the soft snow withoy! receiving the slightest
injury. Sister Eusehia Wawrzoeka followed me in the
saue manner. Then eane Sistor Glotilda Konarska,who
had lost an eve at Polock : thoe fourth, Irena Pomarnac-
Ka, was some time hefore she appeared. We were hegin-
ning to fear something hal happened, when at last wo
heard her in the air ahove pronouncing these words :
¢ The Lord be praised ™, and shoe fell upon the snow.
Shorosa nimhly ty oy Loet, wrappoed ina mantle sho had




