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Our @ongtnibutons.

“Living Waters.”

BY MRS. A GORDON,
Scripture—John 4: 1-1§.

As familiar and well known as this incid-
ent is, the woman coming to the well n
Samaria—yet it1s one of the most deeply
interesting and vrecious records in ali the
New Testament.

Jesus, you «iil remember, is making dis-
ciples ; Joon, Poiip. Peter, Andrew, Mart-
hew, and Nicodemus had all cecided to
serve the Master. Tnen He adds 1o the
number, a poor, nameless, sinful woman.

What a contrast between the conversat-
ion of Jesus with this woman and that of
the learned ruler! How d.ff rently Jesus
presents the truth! The ruler, a mman of
rank and intelligencs, does not feel hs
need, and theretore, must be shown the
necessity of a new birth, She knew and
felt her sin; it was clensing she required
and pow.r for a new life— he same Gospel
from d.Kcrent points of view.

Contrary to the custom and to the bigot-
ed prejudices of the Jews, when He came
weary and footsore to the httle village of
Samaria, He sat downat the side of the
well instead of pressing ouward, while the
disciples went 1o buy meat.

It was Jacob's well and is a true type of
the sources of earthly guod, God bas made
the world fuli of streams to satisty our phy-
sical thirst, and tull of streams to sausly vur
natural longings and desires, By each
earthly fountan of good we find Je.us sit-
ting, poinuing men to better and higher
things. From our pleasure He points to
heavenly and spintual joy, by earthly riches,
He teaches us of treasures in heaven ; by
ea:thly love, He indicaies heaveuly luve; by
earthly desires, we are reminded of heaven.
ly desires ; by earthly activity and bu-iness,
there 1s brought to our minds the zeal and
earnestness of a life conscerated to Gud,

Let uslook atthis woman as she meets
Jesus who isto be her Saviour.  She must
have been very poor, uiherwise, she would
not have gone to the well 1o do her own
drawing, as this was 1oL customary, «xcept
for the pourest and those who served.  But
Jesus came tor the poorest and the most sin-
ful, as well as for the richest and the most
moral.  Again,.he was a wicked wuman, so
bad that she was shunned by the poorest
and most comim n of her sex; hours bfore
in the early motn, women had drawn the
needed supply for the day.  But this womai
did not venture torth unul the heat of the
day, whenthere was vo possibility ot her
mecting any une.  Jesus knew better than
anyone else her character, just how deprav-
ed she had becume, ard also how much
there wa< remaining 11 her heart that was
good, and which would perhaps kindle into
nghtecusness.  What a condescension ot the
Lord God, what a humidation | Perhaps the
most ot us would have passed her by un-
noticed. Ah! but not He. Howit thnlls
our hearts to remember His great love, love
forsouls! When we note the emphasis on
the “thou” in the tenth verse, we see how
reversed the position 1s, lois “thew’ who
art weary and (o tsore and parched, close
to the well, yet unable o dank it s 1"
who can give thee the water trom the well
and quench thy thirst fe.cver,  He knows
ber, He speaks to her; He does not seem-

ingly notice the flippancy of her remarks,
but gently seeks and wins her, becomes her
Redeemer.  She seemingly would make a
most unlikely disciple.

The Jews never thought it worth while to
teach women of this class, but Jesus saw
in this woman a soul, and lfe 10 save a
soul just as precious to the Father and to
Him, as the soul of a Master in Israel, who
had come to Him by night, and to whom
He had taught the mysteries of the king-
dom  With Him all are sinners, who need
God and whom God loves. The thought
is *“here is sin, 1 bave holiness, here is
wretchedness, I have happiness, and 1 will
dart an arrow of the spint of conviction into
that heart, and where there is ignorance,
kiowledge, peace, joy, and love will abide,”
And we have the same Savior.

What a lesson! How alive He wasto
His opportunities | Truly opportunities have
wings ; we must grasp them or they will
leave us forever. So many souls like this
woman all around us are unsatisfied and
wandering hither and thither, uyng to
quench an unsatiable thirst—are we point-
ing them to the Fountain of Living Waters ?
But to return to the incident, He courteous
ly asks her for adrink.  Wonderful request |
She knew He wasa Jew by His dress-color
of fringe on garment was probably white,
the Samaritans wore blue and the local pec
ulianities of s dialect. The way to gain an-
other’s good will 1s not at first bydoing a kind-
ness but by receiving a kindness, here we see
the greatest tact, He asks a favor and leaves
himself under obligation. There is no line
of procedure more likely to reconcile the
woman and make her ready for his teaching.
The wisdom of the act appears when we
consider the significance among Orientals of
giving to drink. Amorg us, an enemy
might receive a drink ot water without com=
promising either himself or his opp 3
pbut nctsoin the East. Giving and receiv-
ing a drink of water, is secking and making
a covenant of hospitality with all that cov-
enant implies.— Nt like a cuvenant of blood
or salt 1.dissoluble, but a covenant of bread
is sharing a truce for the time being.

“Can you dig a better well or find sweet.
er water 2’ was the question.  But her poor
heart has no conception of anything but
matenal water, and she argues and evades
the subject, and would fain enter upon a
theological discussion.  How like the hu-
man heart in all ages, so slow to diseern
spiritual things, and to delay to appropri-
ale spiritual blessings when they are even
within cur reach,  We keep looking at the
material - And now comes a great truth :
Jesus says, “Whosoever drinketh ot this
water shall thirst again and again, but who
socver drinketh of the water that I shall give
him shall never thirst.” Thirst is a type of
intense human desire, which impels men to
acuviy, and in the satisfying of which lies
bappiness, life and pr gress. If the thirst
returns it 1s the fault of the man, because
he has been trying to quench with riches,
fame, or pleasure, How true it is that
*Man bas a Soul of vast desires that burns
within with restless fires,” and only Jesus
quenches and sausfies.  The text says,
“drnketh” and implies coatinuai drinking
~this is the sceret,

Ovserve the representation throughout,
that the water is a gift trom Chnst to hu-

y. God's good things are never

bought. Sin has iis wages and its rewards

can be bought, but eternal life is God's gift.
“Tis heaven alone that is given away,

Tis only God may be bad for the asking."
~Lowell,

Whe o« ink of the great army of un-
saved n tu. world, those living without
God 2nd without hope, the thirsty ones who
are waiting to hear some one of God's
children tell them of the living waters, how
essential it 1s that we should be filled with
the Spint, and be bearers of living water to
weary souls.

Mr. Moody said, this woman came for a
pitcher tull and got a well. That is just
like onr heavenly Father, And yet there
are pucher Choistians and well Christians
and river Christians.  Which are we?
Which am 1?

Let us turin to John 7:37-39. See our
privileges. Christ stood 1 the temple on
that last great day of the feast and cried
aloud, "“If any man thirst let him come
unto me and drink, out of his heart—the
seat of corruption- ~shall flow rivers of living
water.” Not a river, but rivers, Amazons,
Si. Lawrences, Ottawas, Mississippis etc.
And 1 believe, if any one is filled with the
Spirit of God, there will be rivers of in-
fluence and blessing flowing from them.
No four walls will hold their influence, their
words will touch hearts everywuere, for the
breath of God is upon their soulss Oh, if
we would only live in that verse. ‘‘It any
man——"that means minister, evangehst,
man or woman,—yea, boy or girl. Some
may ask what it is to be filled with the
spint, The Great Teacher in this verse
makes answer—it is to have rivers of living
water flowing through the soul. See the
universality of the promises—*‘He that be-
licveth on me,” No worker, even the weak-
est, most obscure, is outside its magnificent
sweep, unless by her unbelief she puts her-
self there. Let us not argue or whittle
away the vast, Godlike promises of the
Divine Word until they come within the
cramped limits of our poverty-stricken ex-
perience, but let us labour to make our ex-
perience abreast of God's will and promises.

Notice its hugeness, its God like vastness,
its prodigality  **Rivers,” This promise is
for you my sister worker, has it ceen verifi-
ed In your experience and hfe ?

Leading Members of the Church,

The phrase *leading members of the
church " 1s ofien used, and it is generally
understood to include those who hold official
pusition, those who contribute largely to the
expenses, and those whose various abilities
make the church a powerful agency for good.
There can be no particular objections to
the use of the term, since those who lead in
the chuich are of course its leading mem-
bers.  And it is a worthy ambition to seek
to belong to the number, for leadership
in such an institution as the church of
Christ is houorable and altogether good.

It, however, one should seek to make
d ions of rank g the leading
members, it would seem to be invidious,
This was attempted at Corinth, The
Corinthians were intensely interested in the
church. It was not one of many interests
with them. It was paramount. Christian-
ily was new, and was in its first enthusiasm.
The gifts of the Spirit were clearly recognize
ed as such. And those who could preach,
teach, administer  affairs, heal the sick, or
give vent to emotiunal ecstacy, believed
themselves to be exercising gitts of the Spint |
of God. There was a natural tendency to




