16 POLAND, PRUSSIA

but the struggle itself is not necessarily confined to
those races, for Prussia has not hesitated to oppress
Teutonic Danes. Moreover, until quite recently, the
Prussian ruling classes would have repudiated any idea
of relenting their persecution of the Poles ‘ lest Russia
might be alienated ’! Frederick II and Frederick
William II did not mind combining with Russia to carry
out the partitions of Poland. But wherever possible the
‘racial struggle ’ serves as an excuse and a catchword.
Usually some person of weight and authority comes
forward to urge upon the German world the necessity of
carrying on the struggle. To mention only one example
1t was no other than Theodor Mommsen who, seventeen
vears ago, considered it his tllll_\' to stir up Austrian
Germans against the Slavs, the majority in the Austro
Hungarian monarchy being Slavonic. He received a
pirited reply from a distinguished Pole in the person
01 |'lufl‘~ul' ]’r!i/.('l‘.j '”H' great German }1ir»ll»[i'lll lb.‘v|
to be reminded that, when the Germans overran the
Roman l'jl;:[il:‘t\!}wl\’ had not the sligchtest solicitude for
the civilization of the conquered country, and did not
keep back on account of their own barbarism ; that i
was a poet of his own nation, Schiller, who said, ‘ There
is room on earth foreverybody.” What would a German
say, asked Professor Balzer. if he were charged with
being less civilized, say by a Frenchman or Italian,
merely because German culture began comparatively
late and for long was based on foreign. especially French
and Italian, models ? But the lesson apparently was not
enough for Prussia. On every possible pretext the
' See The Times, December 30, 1901, p. 3, col. f.
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