
^

C 13 )

boasts of (he higheft antiqiiitv, that it can j»nk amoncr thenumber of ,is votaries fome of the greatetl and bell ofmen.
and that its rules and regulations ale wife and good
Adopting the languag- of one of ihe Fraternity, I can fay
with reference to one Uading objefl for which we are now
convened that " the Mafon is engaged by bonds to works
ol beneficence What others might do from fentiment or
neglea to do from the want of it, he will certainly perform
both from lentiment and principle. All his aas are iuf-
tice

;
all his .eeUngs mercy. His religion is the worfliip

or God
; his politicks devotion to his country. He culti-

yates the moral and focial duties, and among thefc Charity
IS pi^-eminent. Charity is the Arch which, expanfive as
the Heavens, compofes the canopy of our Temple, and
which refts on the two main pillars which are eftabli/ked m
^u-'it /^^ Key-ftone of this Arch is brotherly love,
vvhich binds the parts together, and confirms their folidity.
Love and Charity are the heart and foul of Mafonr'v
1 hey prompt to feeling and to aaion. It is their province
togovern our condua, and it is our duty tofubmit to their
control

;
for they are the brighteft daughters of Heaven."*

All that remains for me then. Brethren, is to call you fohe exercife of thofe very principles which bind you toge-
her and to the immediate difplay of thofe feelings by
^vhlch you profefs ever to be aftuated. Extend yourfympathy beyond the limits of your own craft. Regard
the whole world as c«ie Lodge-view the human racS a«one family-behold m every fellow creature a Brother-and let your benevolence be as wide in its range as the

HeaVen'."^
""?.• ^.^^^^^^^ - the call of ourlather iaHeaven to us h.s children exciting us to relieve the dif-

tielTes of our brethren. This is an affeaion wifely inter-woven m our frame, that whereas abftraaed reafon is too

IntT^T'^'''^'^'
a counfellor, we might have a more

charity and "T^' ^Y.''^
"^^'^^ "^ °» '^ ^'^^^ ^^

t"2dt J±!i:'I.f_i«-l
As far. indeed, as it is

^ , .- _ .„^,^ «iiuiii,i i oui wneu we cultivate and
cherifh
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