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liiul scntinicnts. Tlioy Imve h.inishcil God from t.li« laws .intl

fniiichinery <'t «^overnm<'nt; lliey have hanishod Him from the

[conscience of tlio people, wlio, us m tlieir wont, liivt* ndhured to

|lli(; triidition thus (ist:il)lisruul. For forty years the aim of official

persons has been to withdraw the people from the infiuence of

r(dij;ion: it was a consequence of the revolutionary principle

—

nny, almost a iiccesMty ot its system of government. At the;

present monu'nt the workiui^-class In France is in the hnnds of

a few fanatical leaders, who proclaim aloud their hatred of re

li;^ion, :mil tnke no pains to conceal their hatred against society.'

"The press of Italy are conliiuially reminding us how they are

succeeding in that unfortunate country. In one of thciu I h.td

lately read: 'rhe religious teaching associations have been ban-

ished from the schools, and religion from the cl.iiirs of the uni-

vorsiti<>s. Even in Rome university professors do not bcdieve in

Christianity, ami the instruction they give tlieir pupils is in har-

luony with their own btdief. In the secondary or middle-ch.ss

scliools no ])ii>vision is made for the teaching ot religion. The

liolletlna OtfiCJtle of tlie Minister of Public Instruction, in ev<'iy

secon«larv contains tlie time-table, but in this time-table no time

IS marked for n^ligious instruction It may not be am'sH to eon-

trast with this evidence of neglect the statistics of suicide for

the year 1874. In that year the number of suicides in Italv

reached the enorunous figure of 1,015, being an increase of 40 on

the previous year, 187;!.'' It is greatly to bo teared that the irre-

ligious cluracter of the «Mlucation pre»'alent in Italy ai present,

will h!iv(> a tendency to increase the number of suicides. VVlien

a man is df'void of religion li<> is more likely to sei.^k death when

trouble comes, thin to bear it [)atiently, trusting in G<k1.

"From all the statements an.l facts which I have produced, it is

notorious and undeniable Lhat tile public irreligious schools in all

countries where they exist, aie the hot ix'ils where immorality

oj outn si:X03 •^row

nd the more luarn-

xr^
ano crime nave i:unr origin, xoiiiig persons

up there without any reliiiious impressions, a

ul they are, the iiiorci fit to perpetrate the most wicked and hor-

rible crimes. Hence wo find society ev<!rywhere pestered


