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Sul^eeUve Feeling* of the Conscience.

It ifi well to rnmnrk at the oiilKet that Home iubjeotive (edingK of oonioienoe have in their

gennral oliarooter, a very olose retemblanou to thi)He of the "Heart." All are uot itrlotly

feelings of " onght iieai," a oUri to which wu Rhnll Hpeoialty refer, but all oonoern themteive*

with duty or obliKatiou, and they are tluu (•utitlnd to bo olaHMud among the feHlings of oon-

Boienoe. Than, the approbativeneHH, ehame, ropentanoo, eto,, attending a good or bad act,

are inHtancee of thin kind.
There i» no d«partment of the human mind which has all ita subjective feelings prtmisely

nniform
; othiirwiHu, tho various functions of that dopartment could not be carried on without

eitraneouM help.

It may hnwevnr be affirmed that generally the subjective feelings of conscience differ

v.ldely in their ohiiraoter from those of tlie Heart, or of more desire or averiiou. Instead o(

a subjective impulse, attracting n» to, or re pelling us from, certain things which we lov«

or hate, they oome in the nature of '
' ought-ness,'' obligation or command.

Though differing in the character of thuir impnlso, thoy are Just as real in our nature as

the sensations of h()»t and pain, while they po«BOSH an anthoritativa power far beyond these.

They are impulses of such a nature that when complied with, it is more correct to say
" they are paoifled " than that " they are gratified

;

" and the word panifioation is the one which,

in reference to them, we adopt in preference to the word gratifioatio '.

Every feeling of this class has a referunou to duty ; and it is c. <)ar that the subjective

feelings of conscience were intended by our (jreator to be the suprrm rectoral or governing

subjective senses of man's nature. Every other subjective feeling was tu find its gratification

within the scope which the rectoral or the higher ones permitted. And even now, in man's
state of depravity or moral derangement, it is evident that the pnbjection of nil other

feelings to the legitimate sway of these, would lift a man into a state of happinoHS barely

conceivable to the human mind, which is now the prey of the misrule and the anarchy pro-

duced by the usurpation of supremo power by principles or feelings which properly should

have been subordinate.
The reason why this class are called feelinga of positive and negative obligation, is be-

cause all duty resolves itself in that way. They prompt as, (1) as to what we should do ; and
(2) as to what we should not do.

It may justly be said that this class of feelings contains the very essence of all morality
;

oonformity with their impulse is " good," violation of it is " evil."

They claim authority over everv other class of subjective senses, a olaim which, even in

the grossest states of barbarism and heathen ignorance, they do not wholly relax.

If their behests are disobeyed, they do not neglect to punish the offender with the laah

of their own subjective condemnation and remorse, as well as with the jar and discord of

the subjective feelings of other classes. If, on the contrary, their promptings are complied
with, they reward richly with their own approval and with the large gleanings from other

harvest fields of feelings.

They mfnutely concern themselves with all the social relations of oar being, and extend
their authority into every possible ramification of life.

The oonsoienoti has correctly, we think, been called Qod's vicegerent. The sabjeotive

senses of conscience are just the precepts of God's Law written by Himself, not with pen or

graving-tool, but with His creative ^ger, in sentences of living, palpitating, sabjeotive sense

on the clean sheet of human consciAsness.

Excitement of the Subjective Feelingi of Contcience.

I am so constituted that the moment I know of myself doing a certain malioions act,

there arises within my mind a subjective feeling ol " ought-not-ness " that I should do so.

The perception, inception, or knowledge of myself in this malioioas relation, creates in my
mind invofnntarilf at the same moment a subjective feeling of " ought-not-ness," which en-

swathes the whole conception of myself in this wicked relation. Were the act to be done by
another person, my subjective feeling towards him would be precisely similar.

It is not, in this case, a mere feeling of like or dislike, desire ur aversion, that influences

me, that merely attracts or repels me, but an authoritative and inflexible sense of " ought-

not-ness" that I should do so. The impulses of all feelings of mere desire or aversion,

though powerful enough, may be made to yield to one another, or their claims be entirely set

aside. Their impulse is the stimulus of petition. But the impulse of this sabjeotive

" ought-ness " or" ooght-not-ness " if one of authoritative and inflexible command, that will

neither submit to be set aside nor gi re precedence to any other.

Again, I hear that one neighborr has vilely slandered the oharaoter of another, and that
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