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like a bravo young prince m he ua«, he put his hand
to the hil « ins sword. " What kind of a monster
laay tlia \^( Is u not possible, at the risk of one's
hfe, to slay him ?

"

But King ^geus shook his venerable head, and to
convince Theseus that it was quite a hopeless case, he
gave him aii exp anation of the whole aifair. It se;ms
hat in the island of Crete there lived a certain dread-

ful monster, caUed a Minotaur, which was shaped
partly like a man and partly like a bull, and was al-
together such a hideous sort of a creature that it is
really disagreeable to think of him. If he were suf-
fered to exist at all, it shoiUd have been on some desert
island, or m the duskiness of some deep cavern, where
nobody would ever be tormented by his abominable
aspect. But King Minos, who reigned over Crete,
laid out a vast deal of money in building a habitation
tor the Minotaur, and took great care of his health
and comfQit, merely for mischief's sake. A few years
before this time, there had been a war between the
city of Athens and the island of Crete, in which the
Athenians were beaten, and compelled to beg for
peace. No peace could they obtain, however, except
on condition that they should send seven young men
and seven maidens, every year, to be devoured by the
pet monster of the cruel King Minos. For three years
past, this grievous calamity had been borne. And the
sobs, aiid groans, and shrieks, with which the city wasnow filled were caused by the people's woe, because
the fatal day had come again, when the fourteen vie-
tims were to be chosen by lot; and the old people
feared lest their sons or daughters might be taken,
and the youths and damsels dreaded lest thpv thpm-
«eives might be destined to glut the ravenous maw of
that detestable man-brute.


