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the deck. Each man in turn was asked: “Would you 
prefer a hot bath or a cold?” Those that chose a cold 
bath were thrown into the Black Sea, with weights tied 
to their feet. Those that said “hot” were stoked into 
the furnaces—alive.

Later, one Murravieff, believed to have been formerly a 
agent provocateur of the Tsarist secret police, came to Odes
sa as Bolsheviki commissary. He divided the city into 
four sections and the Red Guards into four parties, each 
of which was allotted its particular district for three days 
of licensed looting. The Saturnalia was due to begin in 
three days’ time, when the first Austro-Hungarian de
tachment landed to restore order, in response to the 
Ukrainian Provisional Government’s invitation. Many 
of the looters were rounded up and shot; but the Bol
sheviki leaders, including Murravieff and several Jews, 
escaped with millions of roubles, commandeered from 
the bank reserves. Murravieff afterward had the de
cency to commit suicide, but his Jewish colleagues con
tinued to flourish in Soviet Russia.

Odessa had a respite from Bolshevist domination 
until the tragedy of March, 1919. Then, after a period 
of occupation by an insufficient Franco-Greek force, 
the city was evacuated in the face of an army of Soviet 
troops. Credible eye-witnesses report the massacre of 
three thousand people within a few days of Odessa’s 
recapture by the Bolsheviks.

For all I know to the contrary, Lenine—despite the 
proved and damning evidence of past connections with 
the German Kaiser’s penetration agents and the Rus
sian Tsar’s police agents—may be an intellectual idealist 
who considers all means justifiable in establishing a


