
PREFACEvl

noble ends. What the girls of to-day must strive to 
do is to take up their work with a vision of what 
It may be made to mean—men and women in co
partnership laying the foundations of a new earth.

It is probable that the social and domestic con
ditions of the earliest workers were far below those 
of the average worker of to-day. But, although 
present conditions arc better than those of the past, 
the process of amelioration should be greatly 
advanced by this generation. The increasing oppor
tunities of girls, both in home-making and paid 
employment, are likely to become a contributing 
factor in the humanizing of every form of industry. 
We have learned to realize the possibilities of 
machinery. What we must do now is to imagine 
and realize the possibilities of the individual worker. 
This can be done only through study, experience, and 
actual work in industrial occupations which offer 
employment to women.

The woman of the home has work of unrivalled 
value. She has to study new standards of living, to 
help to control the food supply, to improve the 
health of children, and to lower the rate of infant 
mortality. A standard of living in each community 
might be tabulated by women home-makers. Such 
information should be available in each locality and 
should be accessible to all classes in the community. 
How are workers—girls, boys, men, or women—to 
know on what sums "..ldividuals and families can live 
and maintain health and efficiency in one district or 
another, if these matters are not studied, determined, 
and published for their use?


