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We are »w«n! that upon wmc of the qiiMtioiu

whii'h have bei-n raiwtl uii thi' milijwt of marriace we

are peakiiifc with lam deeini'in than may Iw i'xp«'cte<l.

and that then' are ciueatioua with regard to whiih WB

fail altci|{ether to Kive aui'h Kiiidanre an in Kiinie parti

of our Communion n gravely needed. In ho far 8«

we have thua failed, it must be remembered that the

Conference is natheml from Churehiw dilTerinu not

only in the ennditiona under which they have to deal

wit!, these questiona, but also in the fi. laal Can(m.H.

dioeeaan. provincial, or (teneral. by which their action

ia ruled. In view of thia fact we have Mime to the

conclusion that these ((ucstions must be dealt with

separately in the si'Veral Churches of i)iir Communion.

We have on this ground left without an ade(|H8te or

general declaration of judgment the difficulty which

has been constituted for the Church of England by

recent iegialation concerning marriage with a decea»e('

wife's sister.

A further evil with which we have had to deal is

of such a kind that it cannot la- spoken of • ithout

repugnance. No one who values the purity of home

life uan contemplate without grave misgiving the

I'xistence of an evil which .jeopardises that purity;

m one who treatures .. Christ . i ideal of marriage

can condone the existence of habith ,hich subvert some

of the es.Hential elemcnta of that ideal. In view of the

figures and fac s which have been set before na. we

cnTinot doubt that there is a widespread prevalence

iunongst our peoples of the practice of resorting to

artificial means for the avoidance r prevention of

child-bearing. We have spoke i of thiic practices and

i'n<leavourcd to characterise them as they deserve, not

only in their results, but in thciuselves ; and we would

ajipeal to the members of our 'wn Churches to exert

the whole force of their Christian character in con-

demnation of them.*
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