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NEWS SUMMARY.

Auckland :
A large attendance is expected at the 

celebration of the jubilee of the battle of 
Urakau on April 1.

The postponed celebrations in connec
tion with St. Patrick’s Day were success 
fully held on Saturday.

The licensee of a Vami ridge hotel has 
been fined for employing an unregistered 
barmaid in a private bar.

A district staff tour commences to-day, 
work being carried out in the neighbour
hood of Cambridge and Hamilton.

Earl G rev, who arrived in Auckland on 
Baturday, has been very favourably im
pressed by his tour of the Dominion.

'Hie Prime Minister is to be asked to 
address a public meeting at Whangarei 
when lie visits that district next month.

The construction of the new auxiliary 
buildings to relieve the congestion at the 
Auckland Mental Hospital is being pushed 
on rapidly.

Tt is expected that the Knox Home for 
Incurables at Tamaki will he completed 
in readiness for the official opening in
about, six or seven weeks. .

The attendance at the Exhibition on 
Saturday was 9332. this making a total 
of 745.788 for the 16 weeks during which 
the Exhibition has been open.

A waterside worker named Thomas 
Quoi was injured on the King’s Wharf 
on Saturday while assisting in discharging 
operations. He died in the hospital.

The poll on the question of rating on 
th'- unimproved values taken at Otahuhn 
on Saturday resulted in the ratepayers 
approving of the proposal by a majority
of 92.

The Auckland Hotel Employees’ Union, 
ni a special meeting yesterday, decided 
t" repudiate the agreement with the em
ployers which was entered into by the
late executive.

The body of an unknown man. who had 
evidently fallen from the. cliff above, was 
found Jvinjr on the rocks between the 
Orakei Basin and; the cliffs at Hobson 
Bay, on Saturday afternoon.

No further light has been thrown on 
the mystery surrounding the fate of the 
newly-born female child, whose body was 
found in the harbour on Friday under cir
cumstances pointing to strangulation.

New Zealand:
The steamer Taviuni is hung up at 

Lyttelton owing to a dispute with her 
firemen.

Hie Prime Minister states that he in
tends to visit England next year as the 
representative of New Zealand.

A wharf labourer named William Geary 
died at Wellington yesterday as the result 
of a fall in the street from an express-

six-year old hoy named Leslie Goenell 
died at Wanganui yesterday from injuries 
received in being run over by a motor
cycle.

The Prime Minister‘delivered a political 
speech at Hokitika on Saturday, and re
ceived a unanimous vote of thanks and 
confidence.

A carpenter named Alfred Michael 
Hannan was killed on Saturday at Inver
cargill by a fall from the roof of the rail- 
vav goods-shed.

/ The dradlodl^which occurred in Welling 
ton in November last between ttie Public 
Service Commissioners and the Post and 

S Telegraph Officers’ Association lias been 
I removed.

A man named Green was arrested yester
day at, Port Chalmers on a charge of firing 
*hots at his wife, from whom he is 
separated. The woman was wounded, 
hut the injuries are not serious.

A statement regarding the regulations 
nnder the Pure Foods and Drugs Art has 
been made by the Minister for Public 
Health. He says that, with certain ex
ceptions as to existing stocks, the regula
tions are already in operation.

Australia :
Two men were killed while crossing a 

railway line at Newcastle on Fridav.

An official announcement has been 
made that, Australian coal being unsuit
able for nav.il purposes, the ships of the 
kXustralian fleet will continue to use West- 
port coal.

GOLF GOLF
FOR 1914 SEASON.

CLUB REPAIRS.
We are in a heller position than ever be

fore to execute Golf Club Repairs. Clients 
so desiring, can give their instructions direct 
to the man who will do the actual work.

A specialty of ours is copying clients’ own 
clubs, and players can rely on getting every 
feature of their old favourite accurately re
produced m new clubs.

PARTRIDGE'S 
SPORTS BRANCH, 

AUCKLAND.

ROVER. ROVER. ROVER.
12-22 H.P.

THE SENSATION OF 1813.
More Hover Cars sold than any other 

English or Continental make.
See our 1914 model (with electric lights, 

standard equipment! at the Exhibition and 
arrange for a demonstration run.
PRICE —£410 and £450 for 3 and 5-seatere. 

A.C. LIGHT CAR. 10 H.P., £225.
RUSSELL A1ND CO.. Agents, 

LITTLE QUEEN STREET.
Opposite Ferry Buildings. 'Phone A326.

DANIEL
CRAWFORD’S

WHISKY
HAS BECOME THE STANDARD OK EX, 
CELLENCE AMONG SCOTCH WHISKIES
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BECAUSE ALL THEE IT EMBODIES AI 
FINEST QUALITIES—

PURITY. DELICATE FLAVOUR. WEL- 
LOWNESS. *

This high standard bss been maintained 
for nearly a century, consequently to-day 
CRAWFORD'S WHISKY is held in high 
esteem throughout the civilised world.

OBTAINABLE AT ALL HOTELS.

GRAY AND C0CKR0FT.
BEAL ESTATE AND INVESTMENT 

BROKERS.
SMEETON’S BUILDING. QUEEN 

STREET. AUCKLAND.

Money to Lend on Anurovod Securities

WHISKY IS ALL VEltY WELL, 

BUT WITH

' PURIRI”
IT'S TEN TIMES BETTER.

WHISKY AND PURIRI.

Messrs. Coe and

Banks— r
National 
Ne» Zealand ... 

Insurance- 
New Zealand ... 
National ,M
South British 

w Standard 
Cosi-

Northern Coal 
Pukemiro
Taupiri.............
Waipa ... „

Gas—
Auckland 
Auckland (cent.) 
Wellington 
Wellington (pref. 

Pictures Etc.— 
Arcadia (6e paid) 
Alhambrae

Empress .............
Exhibition Amusements 
Grind (8s psid)
Globe .............
Hayward’s Enterprises 
Hamilton Theatre Royal 2s prem. —M i scella neous—
Auckland Trams (ord.)
Auckland Trams (pref.)
Takapuna Trams 
Devonport Steam ...
N.Z. Shipping ford.) 16 17 6 
Union Steam Ship ... 14 6
Every Investment Stock bought and sold 

at one-half per cent, commission.
Full market rates guaranteed.

Messrs. A. E. Coe and Co..
Stock and Share Dealers. 

Smeeton's Buildings (First Floor). 
Ring 1514.

YQUR OPPORTUNITY.

TANFIELD, POTTER. AND CO.'S
CHEAP CASH SALE BOOMING.

BARGAINS EVERYWHERE.
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90 PUR fFNT DISCOUNT OFF 4U ILIl VE.U1. EVERY ARTICLE.

«• IN THE POUND SAVING.

CHEAP CROCKERY. GLASSWARE. 
CUTLERY. SILVERWARE. 

ENAMELWABE. ETC.

242. QUEEN STREET.

WE DO NOT LIKE 
WEATHER.

But we have Full Stocks of

WET

\ CYCLISTS’
PONCHOS. LEGGINGS. OVER- 

ALLS, aND COATS.
CAPES.

You will soon requir* these

SKEATES AND WHITE.
58. QUEEN STREET.

BICYCLES AND REPAIRS.—For Beit 
Value in Cycles, Motor-Cycles, and Ac

cessories. call on us: good grade machines, 
complete, £6 10s. Repairs: Best workman
ship, reasonable prices, no delay. ’Phone 
I960.—Merson Bros.. 170, Upper ttymonds 8t.

EYE COMFORT
Can be Secured by Properly-fitted Glasses. 

Consult J. A. PEACOCK. F.8.M.C., England 
(with honours),

SIGHT SPECIALIST.
Lenses and Frames of every kind supplied. 
Customers are assured of Skilful Treatment 

with Best Appliances.
T. PEACOCK AND SON.

OPTICIANS. 218. QUEEN STREET.

TARRING AND SANDING. AND 
GRADING.

BRIGHTEN UP.
AN EXCELLENT CHANCE NOW TO GET 

YOUR PATHS. YARDS. AND DRIVES 
PUT IN O-IDER BY *HB OLD 

FIRM.

SAM. WHITE AND SONS.
CUSTOMS STREET W. ’Phon. 708.

A terrific rainstorm descended upon 
Sydney on Friday night. The streets were 
inundated, damage amounting to several 
thousand pounds was occasioned and the
life was lost.

British Empire :
Canadian trade for the year ended 

February 28 totalled £200.000,000.

Tho Governor-General of the Union of 
South Africa (Lord Gladstone) has signed 
the Martial Law and Deportation Indem
nity Bill.

Strong objection! to the proposal by 
Lord Willoughby de Broke to institut* 
compulsory military training among the 
wealthy classes in Britain has been ex
pressed by Earl Roberta.

The various! garrisons in Ulster axe be
ing strengthened, while hall cartridges 
have been served out to many of the 
troops. Many military officers have re
signed their commissions.

A friend of the Australian engineer 
Thomaa Reeks, who was found dead at 
Wolverhampton recently, ha# handed to 
the police letters which it is alleged throw 
liîlht upon the dead man's movements just 
prior to his death.

Foreign :
The marriage of Prince and Princess 

William of Sweden has been dissolved.

Feeling over the shooting of M. Calmette 
continues to run high in Paris, the funeral
tv ing nmrkeM by disorderly scenes.

\ battle between the Mexican rebels 
under General Villa and the Federal 
troops is said to be pending at Torreon.

Two miners at Pottsrille, Pennsylvania, 
have been engulfed owing to a subsidence 
of earth over abandoned colliery workings.

A letter written by the Ka’ser in i901. 
expressing strong feeling against the Ro
man Vat hoi ic faith, has been published in 
Berlin.

Rumours are current, in Russia of at
tempts to induce Germany to become a 
party to the European entente which now 
includes Britain. France and Russia.

An optimistic view of the possibilities 
of peace treaties has been given frr Mr. 
|W. J. Bryan, the United States Secre
tary of State.

Sporting and Athletics:
Anthony 212 and Moore 138 scored 

centuries in senior cricket on Saturday.

T. Inkster, who was on the 50s mark, 
won the Ponsonby Hub's harbour race on 
Saturday.

A FOAM-CAPPED GLASS OF RICH 

BROWN

C. AND E. 
0ATMALT 

STOUT.

AT BED-TIME. AND SOUND SLEEP 

IS ASSURED.

/

V fr«

ALLISON.
THE

GREAT BRITISH. PIANO.
Hu Gina

Z SATISFACTION 
Te

THOUSANDS OF USERS 
SINCE 1837.

CALL AND TEST ITS QUALITIES.

Citalonm sad particular, el ear see, 
term, mailed free

New Zealand Sole A*eata,

E. AND F. PIANO AGENCY. LTD.
8. COLDICÜTT. Maaager.

The partnership between Anthony and 
Moore put on 289 runs for Parnell against- 
University on Saturday.

The heavy-weight boxing champion of 
"Europe. Georges Carpentier, has been 
beaten in Paris by Jeanette in a 15 rounds
c uitest.

Ponsonhv defeated Eden A in the senior 
cricket championship on Saturday, but 
Eden A v ins the premiership. Ponsonby 
won the second and third grade champion 
Bhips.

KINGFISHER . *
BRAND
FISHING TACKLE. .

For Rock. Wharf. Sea, of Trout Fish- 
in, has no equal in quality. Send for 
Illustrated Catalogne, Poet

Obteineblt only from
HAZARD.

GUN AND FISHING-TACKLE 
MAKER. AUCKLAND.

R0MHILDT PIANO 
TESTIMONIAL

PONSONBY.—" We ere very pleased with 
the ‘ ROMH1LDT.’ Those who here played 
on it eay it ie lovely for ecrompsnimente. 
end our organist is enchanted with it. says 
it's a gem ; and he ii exceedingly difficult 
to please with anything pertaining to music."

“ ROMHILDT" SOLE AGENTS:

THE BRITISH AND CONTI
NENTAL PIANO CO.,

(A. HEGMAN. Manager). 
STRAND ARCADE, AUCKLAND.

B. M. IRVINE.
F.S.M.C. (Priaemaa by Exam..

London). F.I.O.. England. 
Highest London OualiScatieea. 

OPTHALMIC OPTIC'AN.
18. KABAKGAHAP* BOAD 

(Opposite Upper Queen Street).

A Specialist in Portraiture.

W. H. Bartlett, Photographer.
Queen St., near Town HaU, only address. 

Open Sat. Alt. 't'hoae 88L ___
. SI. High

,, —v,u.o.____ouae Clean-
Houses wished down and paint «leaned.

ALERT Window Cleaning 
R St.—Office and General

SUPERBUS
MAXIMUS.

The higheet art in Leeded Light Crea
tion Phillipps and Impyy, Patented 
Reinforced Construction, plus the ex
clusive features of design and decora
tion, make these the most beautiful and 
most excellent Leaded Light» offered 
New Zealand to-day. Call and Ina&ect 
latest idea» for Home Decoration».

2V
Xx:

PHILLIPPS AND IMPEY. LTD.,
QUEEN STREET.

JJetoBtaianb JJcralb
AND DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS.
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THE DOMINION HOUSE.S:
The letter of Mr. Harold Beau
champ, published in to-day’s 
Herald, puts an aspect on the finan
cial side of Earl Grey’s Dominion 
House scheme which has not been 
sufficiently considered in New Zea
land. Hitherto it has been feared 
that the coat would be heavier than 
New Zealand could well afford, and 
that we might be paying a high price 
to be overshadowed by Canada. The 
great Imperial advantages of the 
scheme have never been in doubt. 
The Aldwych site, over • which Earl 
Qrey and those, associated with him 
hold an option which they have 
pledged themselves to give to the 
Dominions without profit, is un
questionably the best procurable in 
London. Earl Grey proposes that 
Canada, South Africa and New Zea
land should combine to erect on this 
site of three acres a commanding 
building with a tower rising higher 
than the dome of St. Paul's. Such 
a building, on such a site, could not 
fail to constantly impress upon 
Englishmen at H6me the importance 
and value of the Overseas States of 
the Empire. There would also be 
great gain in the practical conveni
ence of the offices of all the Overseas 
Dominions being concentrated on 
one site, while the proposed perma
nent exhibition of colonial products 
in a central position known by and 
easily available to every English 
buyer, promises to materially assist 
all overseas producers in the market
ing of their exports.

So far as New Zealand is 
concerned the practical question 
for consideration is whether the 
benefits undoubtedly derivable 
from the scheme are commensurate 
with the cost. Mr. Beauchamp 
shows clearly the financial responsi
bility involved by estimating New 
Zealand’s contribution, on the basis 
of population, at £9000, a charge 
which may be reduced by rents drawn 
from private tenants. His appeal 
that the price is a small one 
in view of the advantages of
fered, will find ready support, 
and should result in a fuller and 
more detailed consideration of Earl 
Grey’s proposal than has yet been 
given in New Zealand. There are, 
it must be admitted, difficulties in 
the way of the adoption of the 
scheme with which Mr. Beauchamp 
doea not deal. One apparent ob

stacle is that the New Zealand Gov
ernment has entered into an agree
ment for a long lease of a huildieg 
to be erected in the Strand. The 
site is a suitable one, and if New 
Zealand is to maintain in London A 
home separate from the other Do-' 
minions, the Strand offices will be » 
great improvement on the accommo
dation at present provided for the 
High Commissioner. It may be 
worth noting, however, that neither 
the site nor the building is to be 
owned by New Zealand, and while 
Earl Grey is still hopeful of the 
realisation of his ideal of a Do
minion House, we need not lose sight 
of the possibility of an advantageous 
lease being determined to the mutual 
Satisfaction of lessee and lessor. 
Meantime, Earl Grey's scheme is not 
sufficiently forward to permit of any 
practical overture with' a view to 
placing New Zealand in a position to 
share in it. Neither Canada nor 
South Africa has yet given its 
assent, and without their hearty co
operation Dominion House can neve# 
be what the patriotic enthusiasm of 
Earl Grey has pictured it. If their 
concurrence can be secured it is 
hardly likely that New Zealand will 
stand in the way of the realisation 
of a great Imperial ideal unless a 
prior agreement prevents it from co
operating with the other Dominions;

There is some danger that New Zea
land’s position in a combined build
ing would be disadvantageous when 
compared with the space occupied 
by the larger Dominions, but we can 
hope for some give and take in the 
allotment of space and positions, and 
we can afford to sacrifice something 
for a dominating building which 
would add to the importance and 
dignity of every Overseas Sjate, and 
which, by fostering trade and com
merce, would tend to strengthen the 
whole Empire. In direct results, 
the Dominions may anticipate that 
loans sought by countries which in 
combination can maintain an impos
ing building in the heart of London 
could be floated on the easiest pos
sible terms. It was recently stated 
by the Times that colonial stocks 
now give security equivalent for all 
practical purposes to consols. The 
continued confidence of the money
lenders, and a further appreciation 
of the value of colonial stocks, may 
easily be one of the indirect results 
of the great advertisement the 
Overseas States would receive from 
the erection of Dominion House. 
Tho option over the Aldwych site has 
still over two years to run. If" be
fore the expiry of that period 
Canada and South Africa have fallen 
in with Earl Grey’s view, New Zea
land should make every effort to be
come a partner.

HE SALE OF TITLES.

It is regrettable that the British 
Government has not taken the oppor
tunity afforded it by the questions 
of Unionist members of the House 
of Cotpmons to make a statement on 
the alleged sale of titles. The cir
cumstantial evidence brought for
ward that honours have been sold in 
the interests of party funds has not 
been openly challenged, and there is 
an uneasy feeling that Jihere have 
been abuses. If there has been such 
trafficking in titles, the candid, as 
well as the more advantageous, 
course would be for the Government 
to admit it and give a guarantee that 
nothing of the kind will be permitted 
in future. The system of bestowing 
honours is being reviewed by English
men who blush a* the thought of 
“the fountain of honour being pol
luted at its source,’’ and there will be 
little disposition to make party ad
vantage out of revelations which cast 
a stigma on British political and 
social life, and for which both parties 
are probably blamable. Honours 
conferred by the King have been re
garded with pride by the nation, be
cause in general they have fallen on 
men whose services to the State and 
to humanity have richly deserved 
recognition. It is all the more to

being widely held that in a few cases 
this course has not been followed.
It would, in the circumstances, be re
assuring to have a frank statement 
from the Government that contribu
tions to party funds will not influence j be 
recommendations for the llnrimirs 'M.

of the courses suggested would be 
cheap as the price of peace. Mr. 
Winston Churchill, who speaks 
gaily of “ putting these grave mat
ters to the proof,” professes to be
lieve that Ulster is the tool of the 
Unionist Party. A month ago this 
would have had more force than it 
has to-day since the leader of the 
Unionist Party has agreed that a 
referendum favouring the Home 
Rule Bill would be a sufficient man
date for its final passage and en
forcement. If the Government is 
certain of its mandate, the 
Unionists can be silenced by a re
ferendum; if it is uncertain, the 
responsibility it would incur by 
forcing the Bill through is much 
graver than its leaders admit. But 
the real difficulty of the situation 
which faces the Government is 
not political ; it lies in the deter
mination of Ulster, strengthened 
no doubt by party support, but cer
tainly not due to it. Until within 
the last few days it might have 
been said that even a clear mandate 
from the United Kingdom would 
hot satisfy Ulster. To-day the 
position should be more hopeful 
because it is being made clearer 
that Ulstermen are prepared to 
modify their opposition to Home 
Rule if Nationalists are prepared 
to accept less than they demand or 
to rely as the final test on the result 
of a referendum.

RATING OF SPORTS GROUNDS.

The decision of Otahuhu to levy 
rates on the unimproved value 
directs attention to the heavy burden 
this system of taxation would impose 
upon athletic organisations if gener
ally adopted. The Auckland Golf 
Club recently acquired what was in
tended to be a permanent links at 
Otahuhu, but the pressure of taxa
tion may send it elsewhere, in which 
case the open fields would soon be 
crowded with dwellings. This would 
not increase the attractiveness or the 
healthfulness of Otahuhu. Open 
spaces are always to be desired, and 
where they are not held for profit 
the community must ultimately lose 
by a system of taxation which forces 
them into the market. In all parts 
of the city and suburbs the use made 
of land by bowling, tennis, croquet, 
and other clubs is a salutary check 
upon overcrowding. These lands 
are not held against building ; the 
money element never enters into any 
of the sports mentioned, in every such 
case it can be said that the recrea
tion ground improves the neighbour
hood and makes it more desirable. 
'The movement for an equitable légis
latif exemption of athletic organisa
tions from the weight of unimproved 
value taxation may, therefore, be 
safely commended to the considera
tion of the Government. A few 
months ago the osse of Cornwall 
Park was brought prominently into 
public "notice. The trustees of the 
park are now paying over £800, or 
about 60 per cdbt. of their revenue, 
in rates. It is not creditable to the 
community that they should be thus 
handicapped in the improvement of a 
park which is a great public 'asset. 
Under the system of rating on un
improved values payment of the 
rates might easily become impossible 
unless by curtailing the area of the 
park open to the public.

PRACTICAL REFORMS.

The Prime Minister has justifi
cation for saying that during its 
short tenure of office the Reform 
Party has constructed a body of 
legislation which will have import
ant effects on the future of New 
Zealand for a long time to come. 
The administrative reforms of the 
Massey Government are themselves 
of great importance. They have 
placed the Civil Service on a far 
more satisfactory basis than it was 
before, and are a safeguard against 
the dangers which Earl Grey re-

N0TES AND COMMENTS.

RESULTS OF SYNDICALISM.

The ruinous results of syndicalism were 
strikingly exposed by Mr. D. A. Thomas, 
managing director of the Cambrian Col
liery Combine, in » speech at Tonypandv, 
Wales, th* scene of former strike riots. 
He said that since 1907, when the Cam
brian Combine acquired the Glamorgan 
Colliery, the population of the district 
had increased by 22 per cent., 
and the number of men employed 
in the Combine collieries had in
creased from 10,500 to 12.700. The 
amount of wages paid had increased by 
25 per cent., although the output of the 
collieries had only increased 7 per cent. 
Moreover, the average weekly earnings 
of every man and boy employed above and 
below ground had increased from £1 17s 
8d in 1907 to £2 2s last year. Syndical
ism. on the other hand, had engineered 
a strike at the Cambrian Combine col
lieries, which had lasted twelve months 
and cost the men £1.000.000 in wages, 
and which had entirely depleted the 
funds of the South Wales Miners' Federa
tion, and had crippled the financial posi
tion of the Miners’ Federation of Greet 
Britain. The result was that the men 
had to return to work on the terms 
offered them when they ceased working. 
During the national strike which followed 
the Cambrian Combine men lost £125.000 
in wages, and he estimated that it would 
take them another ten y cats to recoup 
their lose by the increase they had ob
tained under the Minimum Wage Act. 
He claimed as an economic proposition 
that he, individually—and the same might 
be mid of any large colliery owner—had 
done more to improve the material condi
tion of, and to provide means of subsist
ence for, the wives and families of the 
workmen in South Wales than all the 
miners" leaders together had done or were 
likely to do.

INCREASED GOLD RESERVES.

The chairman of the LTnion of London 
and Smiths Bank (Sir Felix Schuster), 
whose half-yearly survey of the financial 
situation ie always looked forward to 
with keen interest, adheres to his opinion, 
expressed six months ago, that, with a 
return of cheaper money, and a possible 
relaxation of trade demands, the attention 
of English investors will be principally 
directed to home securities, which now 
afford attractive yields. The gold reserves 
of the great European banks have been 
augmented considerably during the past 
year. Germany has added £20.000,000 to 
her stock of gold. The Bank of France 
has raised her holding of the yellow 
metal by £13,000,000- The reserves of 
the Bank of England have increased 
largely, and many of the joint etock banks 
have augmented their own holdings.

THE KING’S LABOURERS.

The King hss more than anticipated 
the proposals of Mr. Lloyd George by 
establishing a minimum wage, a Saturday 
half-holiday, eecnrity of tenure in their 
cottage», and continuity of employment 
for the farm workers on the Royal estate 
in East Anglia. At present the wage» 
of the rural labourers in Norfolk, where 
the King s Sandringham property V is 
situated, are among the poorest in En| 
land. In cash they get on an average 
12s 7d weekly, and fibis. with extras for 
harvest, brings the total up to 15e 4d. 
He minimum of 16e on the Royal estate, 
which will apply to boya, will be in
creased in the case of men, who will also 
doubtless continue to receive their har
vest money; This act by King George is 
expected to have a Beneficial effect 
throughout agricultural England in im
proving the lot of firm lanourers.

LOCAL AND GENERAL NEWS

The steamer Maheno, which arrived 
from Sydney yesterday morning, brought 
over 560 bsgs of European, foreign, and 
Australian mail matter. The Southern 
portion of the mail was despatched by 
the Main Trunk express last night, while 
the Auckland portion will be delivered in 
the city and suburbs this morning. The 
Ulimaroa is due at Wellington from 
Sydney on Wedneeday morning with Au: 
tralian mails, the Auckland portion 'of 
which should arrive on Thursday morn
ing. Mails from Europe, America, and 
Canada are due to reach Wellington by 
the Moana from San Francisco on Thurs
day morning.

“Another instance of the unpleasant rela
tionships existing between two sections of 
waterside workers,’’ was how Mr. F. V. 
Frazer, S.M., described a case submitted 
for his decision at the Police Court on 
Saturday, when an ex-waterside worker 
named William Lewis was charged with 
having assaulted Arthur Edward Lang, an 
employee of the Harbour Board. It ap 
peered that Lang, who is caretaker of the 
Waterside Workers’ Union room on the 
wharf, had oocasiuu uu Match 19 loader 
Lewis out of the room, the latter not lieing 
a member of the union,1 and complainant’s 
instructions being that none but members 
were to be allowed to use the room. As 
the man hesitated about- going, tho’ugh he 
had been previously warned in regard to 
the matter, complainant , in his own words, 
“ assisted him gently ” out of the room. 
About half an hour later Vang was lean
ing out of the bathroom window upstairs 
when he saw- Lewis pick up a stone—the 
missile produced was somewhat bigger 
than a large-sized duck egg—and hurl it 
with all his force through the open win
dow. Had not complainant dodged the 
stone, which was unmistakably meant for 
him. it would, he said, have split his 
head open. . Lewis immediately after
wards disappeared into the crowd in Queen 
Street. Questioned ty the accused, Lang 
denied threatening to throw Lewie down
stairs. The accused said it was because 
he was spoken to “like a dog" that he 
went and got the stone. In sentencing 
Lewis to a month’s imprisonment with 
hard latour. and reminding him that hav
ing regard to the seriousness of his intent 
the penalty might well have been much 
more severe, His Worship remarked, “ We 
are all sorry this ill-feeling exists between 
waterside workers, because of the fact 
that some who went out on strike have 
been unable to get work again, but we 
cannot on that account allow any violence 
to be directed against officials who are 
only doing (heir duty."

eently associated with the increase 
be regretted that the suspicion is j,, the number of State employees.

list.

THE SITUATION IN IRELAND.

There can be no doubt that the 
Home Rule controversy is passing 
through a critical stage, but there 
is nothing to exclude the hope that 
a peaceful settlement may yet be 
arrived at. Efforts have been 
made at a compromise, and al
though Liberals and Unionists, 
Ulstermen and Nationalists, are all 
declaring that the limit of conces
sion has been reached, considerable 
weight can be attached to the sug
gestion in our cable messages that 
the extreme tension now being mani
fested in Ireland is due to the sus
pense existing over the next move. 
The next move will be awaited in 
all parts of the Empire with deep 
interest and concern. Mr. Asquith 
has offered to exclude Ulster for six 
years; Nationalists are declaiming 
against the concession. Sir Edward 
Carson has agreed to accept either a 
referendum or the exclusion of 
Ulster until Parliament otherwise 
decides; Ulsterman declare he has 
gone too far. There is surely room 
here for a common understanding 
which would avfrt civil war. When 
the situation is regarded without 
party or racial fueling there is no es
cape from the ooficlusion that either

The land legislation of the Govern
ment has been so successful that it 
has practically made the question 
of tenure a non-controversial one. 
These important achievements will 

crowned next session, Mr. 
y anticipates, by the reform

of the Legislative Council. The 
action of the Government in post
poning the majority of its appoint
ments to the Council till immedi
ately prior to the session may be 
taken as an earnest of its intention 
to pass the Elective Council Bill 
during this Parliament. The Bill 
has twice been rejected by cham
pions of the nominative system, but 
recent retirements have made Mr. 
Massey master of the situation. In 
his speech at Hokitika Mr. Massey 
supplemented his tale of legis
lative achievements by pleasing re
ferences to buoyant finance, ex
pansion of trade, and general pro- 
iperity. It would have been an
other instance of far-sighted states
manship had he announced that ad- 
rantage would be taken of the 
favourable money market to secure 
funds for a more active develop
mental policy. Fertile land is 
lying idle because it is shut off from 
fnarkets, and the progress of the 
Dominion is to that extent retarded. 
Lnder no circumstances can the 
Dominion afford to keep the fertile 
plains of the East Coast and 
Lrewera Coentry isolated and un
productive, but with the money 
market favourable there is less ex
cuse than evek for a continuance of 
the policy which perpetuates this 
Mate of affair*»

THE OPEN SHIRT.

“We want to see that our new eettiera 
g» into the country," eaid Sir Geprge 
Reid, High Commissioner for"Australia, in 
a recent interview/. “At present the ten 
dency is to crowd into the towns. It ie 
only because the feehion is toward* high 
cullers and the office. I would like to see 
the fashion tend towards the open shirt. 
It ie essential that all our new settlers- 
should go towards settling our country 
districts, in order that our natural re
sources may be developed. , Our eyetem of 
education alio assists in the development 
of commercialism, and too little in the 
development of the primary pursuit*." 
Commenting on hie recent tour through
out Australia, Sir George eaid : “ Every
where prosperity prevails, hut it is just 
as well to remember that there will come 
a time of more or leea industrial de
pression. That happens to all countries. 
I trust that the time will be long in com
ing. A grand thing about Australia is 
that, no matter what the ebb may be, 
the flow of industriel progress will rise 
higher every time. The pendulum may 
awing bank wards sometime» from sorng 
law of nature but it will swing higher iet 
the opposite direction next time. I at
tribute es one of the results of induetrial 
progress in Australia the present indus
trial unrest. I am a real democrat, both 
from heart and conviction, and I look 
forward to the time when the two aide* 
Will more thoroughly understand one an
other. It is to be regretted that where 
industrial agreements are anteiad into 
they are frequently broken bv both sides. 
The essence of all a.aar mtrrc .n.*e in 
business is the observance of agreements. 
In all industrial agreements the spirit of 
the contract should prevail rather 
than the word, and it would not then be 
necessary to employ an army of legal men 
to interpret them I do hope that on both 
aides a standard of honour will be main
tained. Take it away, and we shall hare 
anarchy."

DEVELOPING THE SOUDAN.

The viait of Lord Kitchener to the pro
posed new cotton fields in the Soudan 
has gratified cotton manufacturers, and 
aleo proved of interest to engineering 
firms. With the Government guarantee 
to pay, if necessary, the interest on the 
loan of £3,000,000 required for the devel
opment of the country, a great deal ol 
excavation and constructive work is as
sured to British concerns. It has been 
decided that the three millions shall be 
apportioned in three sums—£1,300,000 
for irrigation works, £1,600,000 for rail
way construction, and £100.000 for con
tingencies. The cotton plantations will 
sprend chiefly over the Gezireh Delta, 
which lias a five million acreage. The 
first track will lie between the White 
Nile and the Blue Nile, and dams sill te 
constructed across jthc rivers lo secure 
regular supplies of water. The railway 
construction snd irrigation works will be 
very extensive, snd the engineering 
schemes will yield a vast amount of em
ployment ; for the intention is not only to 
open up the country by means of well- 
built railways, bat to fertilize the land so 
that it will become of great productivity, 
growing abundant crops of high class cot
ton of the particular quality required by 
Home menulacturers.

At the inquest held at the mortuary on 
Saturday, by Mr. E. C. Cutten, S.M., no 
further light was thrown on the mystery 
surounding the tragic fate of a newlv-bom 
babv girl, whose body was found in the 
harbour on Friday, utffier circumstances 
which pointed to its having been strangled. 
The statement* of Alexander Rollo (ship
ping supervisor to the Colonial Sugar 
Company) confirmed the accounts already 
given of the discovery. Mr. Rollo had 
his attention drawn to a dress-basket float
ing in the water, near a lighter of the 
Colonial Sugar Company, and on opening 
the basket the child’s body was found. 
The inquiry was adjourned till Friday 
morning, April 3. '

“I had a most enjoyable stay at Roth- 
rua." remarked Earl Qrey to a HraAi.ii" : 
representative in the course of an inter
view yesterday. " There you have," he 
continued, “a most delightful pleasure 
resort and the foundations well laid of a 
most attractive town. I was very sorry 
to leave it. I was specially pleased vrith 
the forest nursery and with the energy 
which is being displayed by the Govern
ment in producing the timber you will re
quire in annually increasing quantities.” 
Continuing, he said that he had visited 
the prison camp, six miles from Rotorua, 
and was delighted to see the humane and 
progressive character of the prison ad
ministration. “ In both your forest work 
and your prisons,"’ he concluded, “you 
are setting a good example to other partp 
d^the Empire.” jf

ThP^resent combined road aiidVailway 
bridge over the Waikato River at Ngarua- 
wahia has been outgrown by the require
ments of the district. On stock sale days 
in particuisr the closing of the bridge to 
road traffic when each train approaches 
causes no ^znall amount of inconvenience. 
Some time ago the local bodies decided 
that a new bridge would have to be 
erected for stock and vehicular traffic, and 
it was arranged that the Assistant-
Under-Secretaiy for Public Works, Mr. 
W. 8. Short, should act as a commis
sioner to allocate the cost of the bridge 
to the various bodies concerned. His in
quiry was to have been held this week, 
but advice is now to hand that he will 
not be able to hold it until after Easter.

The Third (Auckland) Mounted Regi
ment ie to be presented with a signed 
portrait of King George, who ie ite 
colonel-in-chief. When General Godley 
was in the Old Country recently he asked 
the Secretary of State for War if the 
portrait could be procured, and Colonel 
Seely, as an old yeomary officer, asked 
that he should be allowed the honour of 
presenting it himself. Advice has come 
to hand that the portrait has been des. 
patched, end the Governor, the Earl of 
Liverpool, has agreed to prevent it ora 
April 9. The ceremony will probably 
take place at the Officers’ Club. All, 
ranks of each squadron will be represented 
»t the gsifjjerinir. which wifi mark anofhre 
act of graciousnecs on Uic p.irt ,,f /r,s 
Majesty, in honouring a colonial regiment, 
and with it, the territorial forces of New 
Zealand.

An event which attracted considérable 
attention was Saturday’s procession of 
Roman Catholic school children through 
Auckland’s main thoroughfares, in the 
course of the deferred celebrations of St. 
Patrick’s Day. OveS2000 children are 
estimated to have taken part, there being 
contingents from each of the following 
schools :—Onehunga Boys and Girls, The 
Sacred Heart School (Vermont Street), 
Surrey Hills (St. Joseph’s), St. Patrick’s 
Convent, St. Joseph’s Orphanage (Taka
puna), EUerslie, Parnell. Otahuhu, Pan- 
mnre, and Howick. Gailv-decorated ban
ners were carried by each contingent. 
Variations in the colour scheme—green al
ternating with scarlet favours in the head
dress snd white frocks of the girls and the 
smart suits of the boys—added to the at
tractiveness of the march past, which occu
pied over a quarter of an hour. Interested 
spectators lined the street* on each side, 
and variously estimated the length of the 
procession at from half to three-quarters of 
a mile. Two lands—the Garrison and the 
Onehunga Brass Band—accompanied the 
children, who were in charge of school 
teachers and clergy of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Sports concluded the day’s pro
gramme.

A trilliant meteor, bluish green in colour, 
flashed across the northern sky shortly 
after seven o’clock last evening. The 
meteor was travelling comparatively 
slowly, and was lost to view behind a 
bank of clouds. For some time after it* 
disappearance a -freak of phosphorescent 
light marked its trail.

A somewhat: unusual experience was re
ported by those on board the steamer Clan 
Matheson, while on the voyage from Rnn- 
bury to Auckland, last week.' The vessel 
was steaming in fine weather on Sunday 
night. March 14, Hut when atout 150 miles 
south east of Cape Howe those on watch 
were astonished when the steamer rail 
into a high confused swell, which was all 
the more remarkable owing to the other
wise calm conditions then prevailing. The 
Clan Matheson is a well-found, seaworthy 
steamer, but the sudden disturbance 
caused her to pitch and roll in an alarm
ing manner. The sens were whet are 
termed “three-cornered," and the Clen 
Matheson shipped great, quantities of 
water, the decks being frequently flooded 
The vessel continued to labour in jhs 
troubled waters for an hour and a-half, 
and at 10.3 p.m. she steamed clear of the 
swell as unexpectedly as she had run into 
it. The officers of the Clan Matheson 
consider that the phenomenon was ne 
don ht due to one of those seismic distur
bances which are occasionally met with 
at sea.

The officers of the Auckland military 
district staff, together with the territorial 
officers in command of units and their 
seconds in command, leave Auckland to
day in order to take part in a district 
staff tour in tho neighbourhood of Cam
bridge and Hamilton. On their arrival at" 
Frankton, the officers will proceed by 
horse to Cambridge, staying there to
night. Tactical exercises will te carried 
out to-morrow between Cambridge and 
Matangi, and on Wednesday between 
Matangi and Hamilton. The staff tour 
will be brought to a conclusion on Thurs
day.

” This spot is one oi ihe moet beautiful 
in the whole of New Zealand," emphatic
ally asserted the Mayor, Mr. C. J. Parr, 
at the St. George's Rowing Club’s “Aÿ 
Home” at Judge’s Bay on Saturday 
afternoon. Mr. Parr referred more parti
cularly to the Gillies' Estate, which ad
joins the beach, and for this reason he 
considered it would be a most regrettable 
occurrence should the city be forbidden 
the right to acquire such a charming sea
side property for public purposes. A 
great number of people, he said, who had 
never visited the place, did not realise its • 
possibilities as a public reserve, but the 
residents of Parnell di<^, and ao he was 
confident of their assistance at Thursday’s 
poll. Should the land fail into private 
hands, the harm that would be done to 
the club itself was evident, as the beach 
would be fenced off from the estate, and 
the club's freedom greatly restricted. Re
plying on behalf of the club, Mr. C. E. 
Tewslev thanked the Mayor for the lively 
intereet he had always taken in the wel
fare of the club, and further referred te 
the excellent work lie was doing for Par
nell as a whole.

Notice of the following motion to be 
moved at to-morrow’s meeting ot the 
Auckland Harbour Board has been 
given by Mr. J- 8. Bond:—"That 
a return be furnished to the 
board showing, (a) the total capital 
cost of the respective ferry and passenger 
wharves, and portions of wharves used 
exclusively lot passenger traffic, from 
1900 to date ; (b) tho revenue deri”ed dur
ing 1913 from the firms or cbmpaniee 
(separately) using the said wharves, and 
the rate per cent, such revenue bean tb 
the < apital coet of construction ; v ) the 
average annual charge for the past three 
years, for supervision and maintenance." 
Mr. G. R. Hutchinson has given notice 
to move “ That a committee consisting of 
the chairman. Messrs. A. J. Entrioan, P. 
Virtue and the mover be set up to go into 
the question of the advisability or other
wise of revising the by-laws relating to 
the storage on goods at Auckland 
wharves.-1

The Waterside Workers’ Industrial 
Union decided at a meeting held on Satur
day night to adopt a system of co-opera
tion for the supply of provisions and other 
commodities to ite members, with a view 
to obtaining the necessaries of life as 
cheaply as possible. It was stated by 
Mr. Stanley Rickarda that the new co
operative system would be conducted on 
lines similsr to those followed by the 
Farmers’ Union Trading Association. It 
is proposed to establish a depot, and over
tures have already been made by several 
merchants to supply various commodities 
at cost price. There will be an entrance 
,fee of 10s, a guarantee of £1 per member 
—which will be called up only in tl\e 
event of the winding-up of the association 
—end a further liability of 6s per annum 
should occasion arise. As regards- ex
pense, the officials anticipate being able to 
work on a margin of 4 per cent, of the 
revenue. There will be no delivery of 
goods; customers will be responsible for 
the removal of their own purchases from 
the depot. Any benefit* expected to ac
crue from this system of co-operative trad
ing will be extended to the members of all 
other arbitration unions who decide to 
join the new association.

sympathy of Earl Grey with co- 
operative methods is well known. When 
asked yesterday if he bad formed any 
opinion of the way in which co-operative 
principles had been applied to agriculture 
in New Zealand, be replied that unfor
tunately he had been unable, for health 
reasons, to visit as many of the co-opera 
live organisations as he should have liked- 
“I have, however," he went on, "visited 
at Dunedin a butter factory which is 
doing the business of 2500 farmers, and 
was quite delighted with all I saw. I 
also visited one of the big freezing estab
lishments of Christchurch. which is doing 
a very big business ami in Hie heat way. 
The more the farmers combine together 
for the management ol their own b usinera 
the better. New Zealand has a splendid 
chance of giving the world an example of 
a co-operative commonwealth. How to 
increase the profits of the farmer and of 
the orebardist is the problem. Co-opera
tive organisation supplies the key. If 
the farmers would only combine together 
in the purchase of requirements and the 
marketing of their produce, they could 
«cure for themselves a much higher per
centage of the prices paid by the retail 
consumer than they now receive, and this 
increase of profita would enable them to 
pay a sufficiently high wage to attract 
the best men to the land. Of ccurse, it 
is obvious that on the profits of th# 
primary producers the well being of New 
Zealand depends. Their profits are the 
only permanent source from which the 
remuneration of the town artisan and aJj, 
the Civil servants is paid."

V;

llîlHijJanawatn Gorge was the s^Be of 
several accident# during the pesy week. 
The first vat caused by the meeting of 
a mob of cattle and Hock of sheep and 
before the passing was Affected three ot 
the beasts went over the hank and 
were killed. Then along came a 
motor bike with a side-car attached. 
The connecting rod broke and the 
side-car just escaped going over the 
aide and falling to the bottom of the 
gorge. A day or two after this a man was 
driving a mob of sheep and his horse was 
following him, when along came a motor
cycle, at which the horse took fright and 
jumped over the edge into the bed of the 
gorge and was considerably damaged.


