12 Excalibur, September 18, 1975

Buia completes | Am a Gypsy

Ex-York film major knocks department at own screening

By JULIAN BELTRAME

The basement of the Canadian
Filmmakers’ Distribution Centre
was the scene for the screening of
ex-York film student Eugene
Buia’s recently completed 27-
minute documentary on Canadian
gypsies,I Am a Gypsy.

Sinking deeply into old, faded
sofas, a select group of Cinema
Canada— and CBC— affiliated
would-be artists waited impatiently
for the director-writer-producer to
appear, passing the time talking
shop and drinking beer.

When Buia entered the room, the
lights went out and the testing of yet
another new filmmaker began.
Buia sat uneasily in a lone arm-
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chair, his back turned to his
associates whose faces betrayed
their criticism.

I Am a Gypsy begins with the
baptism of a gypsy child and ends
with the deportation of 45 gypsies
by the Canadian government, a
casa which received prominent
play in the Toronto press two years
back.

In between, Buia’s film explores
the different types of gypsies found
in the Canadian environment, their
love for music, and explodes many
of the myths commonly held about
the group. -

I Am a Gypsy is a successful
documentary and Buia is given
favourable but reserved comments
by his insecure audience. Buia
himself is somewhat paranoid
about his position and blurts out, *“I
don’t know if the film is any good.”’

It took two years for Buia to get
his film from a completed course
project to this small screening
room, and now he is uncertain of
what can be done with Gypsy. The
cards are stacked against him; he
is an outsider trying to break into
one of the most closed industries
in the world.

“The unemployment rate in the
Canadian film industry is at least 85

per cent,” he says.

Buia dismisses as a fraud the
York film department, where he
spent four years.

“They advertise in Cinema
Canada about the York film
department but they lie to students.
You learn nothing about film-
making at York, because most of
the teachers are amateurs; they
may be good film-makers, but they
don’t have a *deep enough
background in the industry to
prepare students for what’s going
tohappen to them on the outside.

‘“John Beveridge (no longer with
York) was the only teacher I had
who knew something. I didn’t like
his films, but he was a brilliant
teacher.

‘‘After hamburgers, I wouldrank
the York film department as the
worst Canadian disaster. From my
class I know of only one person who
is still working in the industry, and
the rest are salesmen or
something.”

When Gypsies was handed in,
Buia got one of the worst marks in
his class, he says. He also received
an ‘F’ grade for his videotape film
on babies born inRochdale College.
He sold that film to CITY-TV for
$50. It was then submitted and
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accepted as one of the three
Canadian entries in the TV
category of the Chicago Film
Festival.

I Am a Gypsy is by far Buia’s
biggest endeavour, which he
brought in at a cost of $2,000. A
typical budget for a film of similar
length is closer to $30,000, says
Buia.

Although he has been rejected by
the CBC, Buia has received an
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invitation from Warner Brothers to
show the film to their brass in
California.

“But it’s really a film about
Canada and I want to distribute it
here,”” he complains.

Nevertheless, the thought of
selling a Candian script to an
American distributor intrigues
Buia. It would be a personal
statement on the state of the
Canadian film industry.

Documentary film director Eugene Buia. ]

New Redford —-Dunaway vehicle
to be screened on campus

American film director Sydney
Pollack will come to York on
Wednesday, Oct. 1 for a preview
showing of his latest film, Three
Days of the Condor, starring Robert
Redford and Faye Dunaway.
Pollack, whose past successes
include They Shoot Horses, Don’t
They? and The Way We Were, will

answer questions from the
audience after the showing.

The special October screening is
sponsored by the York film
department, and will be shown
starting at 7:30 p.m. in Curtis
lecture hall ‘L’. There is no ad-
mission charge and everyone in the

York community is welcome.

Ads

[Clossified

VARIETY OF TYPING wanted at reasonable
rates. Please contact Mrs. Pollock at 226-0945.

ACCURATE AND FAST TYPING done by
experienced secretary at home. Essays,
Theses. |.B.M. electric typewriter. 50c./page.
Call 633-1713.

“HELP WANTED:::

MATURE STUDENT, PART-TIME. To sell

stereo and T.V., three nights a week. Good
commission. Call 636-7112. Italian an asset
but not a necessity.

RECYCLED RECORDS: rock, jazz, classical.
Recycled Books: literature, philosophy,
psychology, science fiction. AROUND AGAIN,
18 Baldwin Street. Noon - six o’clock.

FALCON 10-SPEED BICYCLE, campagnolo
gears, Reynolds tubing, Universal brakes,
seldom used, excellent condition. Best offer
over $200.00. Doug, 661-0043.

HAVING A PARTY OR DANCE? For the
best in disco music by professional disc
jockeys phone Doug, 495-0485.

STUDENTS - encourage, supervise therapy
of boy (12). No special training required - only
genuine interest. Students participating find it
a unique learning experience. $2.50/hr. - one,
two hours weekly (4:30-5:30, 7:00-8:00 p.m.).
Bayview-Steeles. 221-7272.

Barum European
Radials Tires

EATON’S: Mature and enthusiastic per-
sonnel needed for telephone sales. Permanent
position. Hours, 5:00-8:00 p.m., 5 nights or 4
nights and Saturday morning. Call 744-2111,

3 185013
165x14

for Science and Engineering students. For in-
formation, write: “Educational Products
Unlimited, Box 585-CA16, Station A, Mon-
treal. No obligation,

September Student
Specials

4.9
46.95
48.50
59.95
48.50
62.95
81.45

Mag Wheels - $10.00 off
Dow Antifreeze - $6.50 Gal.

165x12
155x13
165x13

165x15
215x14

BANKRUPTCY SALE!I NEW BOOKS -
HALF PRICE; canadiana, literature,
economics, science, etc. Hakkert 2, 6564
Spadina Ave. 10:30-5:30 Tues.-Sat. 10:30-7:30
Thurs.

Pennzoil case OF24 - $20.00

Speedway Tires and Accessories
191 Credit Stone Road
Telephone 689-2969

SONY TC-90A CASETTE RECORDER with
battery pack. Good condition with tapes, wor-
th $150.00, $100.00, call Doug, 661-0043.

FOUND: sum of money in college complex

one. Owner may contact Doug, 667-3441.

SERVICES::

STARTING
SOON

GROUPS

Sensitivity, Gestalt, Couples,
Assertive Training and Yoga

Workshop for Singles
coming up Oct. 25

Counselling
and Development
Centre

For further information
or registration, come to
Room 145 B.S.B.
or Phone 667-2305

MOVING?

$10 per hour
for

one ton truck

and one man

221-5473

YORK UNIVERSITY
DENTAL SERVICE

By Appointment
Rm. 114 Founders Residence

Tel. 667-6327 or 749-6631

HARBINGER
Community Services

Information...Counselling
...Referrals

BIRTH CONTROL
ABORTION
VENEREAL DISEASE
DRUGS/ALCOHOL
also
WOMEN'S SELF-HEALTH GROUPS
MEN'’'S CONSCIOUSNESS-RAISING
GROUPS
SEXUALITY EDUCATIONALS

667-3509 or 667-3632

Rm. 214 Vanier Residence
York University

10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
Monday - Friday

&

Warren Road Mobile Disco
Specialist. A disc jockey
service specializing ex-
clusively in disco music.

We feature an extensive
selection of disco music,
complimented by a
professional stereo sound
system for every size
social function. For further
information contact Roger
Waspe, 690-8249.

SAXOPHONE and/or THEORY LESSONS
available; private, beginners and experienced.
Flexible scheduling. Call 635-0401 anytime.

FOR CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING PLEASE CALL
667-3800




