Kamouraska falls short.
let down by poor script

By J.W. BELTRAME

Macleans Magazine, in a recent interview with Claude
Jutra, co-writer, director, and producer of Kamouraska,
said Jutra had followed up a good film (Mon Oncle An-
toine) with a great film (Kamouraska). Time Magazine re-
iterated that statement and added that it was the best film
ever made in this country.

After such favourable reviews, Kamouraska comes as a
let-down. It is not a great film, nor does it compare
favourably with Antoine, Jutra’s film of a young boy’s com-
ing of age in repressed rural Quebec.

This is not to say it is not worth seeing — it is the most
ambitious film ever attempted in Canada, and even though
it falls short of its goal, there are enough good moments in
the film to make it a must for movie-goers. But in the end,
the script lets it down.

The story, an adaptation of Anne Hebert’s novel (which
won the Prix de Librairies in France) begins with the
middle-aged Elizabeth Rolland (Genevieve Bujold) patient-
ly waiting for her second husband (Jerome) to die. As she
walks to the window, she sees the young bearded American
doctor, George (Richard Jordan) driving his sleigh toward
her on a road of ice. He stops under her window, and
Elizabeth murmurs “my love, my only love”. She is
dreaming, and the film flashes back to her teen years.

Jutra captures Lower Canadian life beautifully in dress
and scenes of primitive rural Quebec, while truthfully and
unmockingly revealing the mores of that time.

Elizabeth is ecstatic when a marriage is arranged for her
to the Lord of Kamouraska, Antoine Tasse (Phillipe
Leotard). But the bliss of early wedlock soon dissolves, as
Antoine falls back to his drunken, whore-chasing, pre-
marital ways.

The stage is set for Elizabeth’s initial flirting with
freedom from Antoine and the morals of her times, to her
declaration in the climactic scene in which Elizabeth and
her new love George undress in front of a lighted window.
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But only the death of Antoine will ensure complete
freedom, as they both realize. :

They persuade Elizabeth’s servant girl Aurelie, who
thinks herself a witch, to poison Antoine. In a beautifully
erotic scene, Aurelie, Elizabeth, and George erupt into
laughter at the surprising discovery of their own evil.

On the whole, the acting is superb. Genevieve Bujold is
at her best as the “‘black angel”’ Elizabeth. Phillipe Leotard
is the perfect buffoon, staring into space for hours on end,
falling out of bed in the middle of the night, and begging on
all fours for forgiveness to his Catholic God.

In one comic scene, the drunk Antoine breaks into the
room where Elizabeth has sought safety from her husband,
and tries to rape her while her aunt and the other women of
the house pound on his back.

Richard Jordan wrestles with the stiff dialogue he is
given, and for the most part emerges victorious. Suzie
Baillargeon is delightful as the servant girl, the accomplice
in Elizabeth and George’s adulterous romance.

The dialogue gives a lot of trouble to the otherwise ex-
cellent film. The script, written by Jutra in collaboration
with Anne Hebert, constantly calls for voice-overs to in-
dicate thought. This not only slows the film’s timing, but
forces on the actors such awkward lines as ‘I will play my
madness out”, “It is fear which will destroy us”, and ‘“Now
I know why I was born’’.

Michel Brault’s indoor shots emphasize the rigid customs
and nature of the people. His scenic rural shots of Quebec
reflect beautifully the passion of Elizabeth’s love.

The film ends with Elizabeth mourning her wasted life as
Jerome dies. As Brault’s camera centers on Elizabeth, she
appears to grow old before our eyes.

At two hours and ten minutes the film is too long, and a
few more comic scenes would have gone a long way both in
making the time go faster, and in giving us a more human
view of the tragic personalities.
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Gloria Luftspring and Art Sinukoff try to see eye to eye on how to
commit suicide without really trying in the current production of
the Owl and the Pussycat. Presented by the York Masquers, Bill
Manoff's hit comedy will be shown Thursday through Saturday at
8:30. Phone 667-3635 for reservations.
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Rappel from Petrie building
FRI.OCT.19 1—3P.M. ;

Rock Climb at Rattlesnake Pt.
SAT. OCT. 20 10 A.M.
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Sponsored by Bethune & Calumet
Outdoors Club

For further information, call
Bob Woodburn

667-6259
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JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPS OF MONTREAL

CAMP B'NAI BRITH—CAMP WOODEN ACRES

OFFER THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS FOR 1974
Section Heads HEAD CHEF Senior Counsellors
Head Specialists Specialty Counsellors

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO OFFER?

If Interested Request An Application Form From:

JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPS OF MONTREAL
16 FOREST WOOD TORONTO 305, ONTARIO
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Friendly meeting spot at night and great lunching
at noon! Everyone dances to live evening enter-
tainment followed by nostalgia music (great for
reminiscing) played on a classic old Juke box.
It’s a great new night-place for both. Be
sure and say hello to *Koko'.

FHE BRISTOL PLACE HOTEL o 950 DINON RD.
AT TORONTO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT o 60779111

El Mocambo
Noxt Week

KING BISCUIT BOY

RHYTHM ROCKETS
tiatil Saturday

From Chicago

BIG WALTER HORTON

Also
THE GOOD BROTHERS

464 SPADINA 961-
at College 2558

1) SANSUI 210
10+10 RMS

2) SANSUI 350A
20+20 RMS

3) AGS 60
15+15 RMS

4) KENWOOD 4200
26+26 RMS

5) KENWOOD 3200
18.5+18.5 RMS :

6) KENWOOD 5200
30+30 RMS

7) KENWOOD 7070A
80+80 RMS

2—2 WAY SPEAKERS .......... S—. < 7L X
2—3 WAY MAGNUM SPEAKERS...........$ 585.00
2—2 WAY SPEAKERS ....cceeemevrrineneenend 265.00
2—3 WAY MAGNUM SPEAKERS...........$ 585.00
2—2 WAY SPEAKERS s 415.00
2—3 WAY MAGNUM SPEAKERS..........$ 665.00

2 AUDIOLOGIC 3 WAY SPEAKERS....... $1,400.00

STEREO SYSTEMS

LIST  Now

$249.99
$389.99
$156.00
$379.99

$322.99

$499.99

$928.99

AR X-A-91

TURNTABLE W 91ED.,................ —— | (o)}
PIONEER PL-12 sesessassnsnsnnsnssasesncancansacsss NOW
2 EPL MICROTOWERS

SHURE M 91ED............c..coc0vreeeeeeeenenn NOW
If bought with any system...... eVekinis cesenenes.NOW
SANSUI 310 ...... SEswessawwNasR® aseiinesuneRenenans NOW
AR 2AK SPEAKERS...................... eenensee. NOW
PANASONIC CAR QUAD NOW
PANASONIC 17"T.V.....cocovereiens cesennneneas NOW

LOTS OF OTHER SPECIALS

$127.99
$109.50
$110.00
$ 27.25
$ 23.99
$262.00
$149.99¢ea
$169.99
$149.99

Colour T.V.’s, Car Stereos, Tape Recorders, Components;
ALL REDUCED THIS MONTH.

Limited stock on some models. Prices effective for two weeks. All mo-
dels fully guaranteed. We guarantee a minimum of 20% off list on any
product. No matter what your budget Stereo and will make it worthwhile
for you to come and see the better type of stereo dealership we run. A
new sound room will help you decide which system is best for you.

KENWOOD—SANSUI—PIONEER—DUAL—AKAI—PANASONIC—
SHURE—AR—AUDIO LOGIC—etc. Daily & Sat. 11-6—Thur. & Fri.
11-9—635-8481 1179 FINCH WEST (between Dufferin & Keele)

COLOR TV & COMPONENT

SMASHING
SALE

BEST DEALS POSSIBLE
COMPARE!

SHURE M91ED

V15 MKIII

SONY TC 127
STEREO DECK

PIONEER
SA 1000 AMPL.

KENWOOD
KR2120 RECEIVER ..

AR4X
SPEAKER SYSTEM . .ea

SANSUI
350 A RECEIVER

TEAC A350
CASSETTE DECK

NIKKO AM/FM
8 TRACK RECEIV-

81 39.8
328995
31 7995

379’5
1289
5299+

31 99!5

39935
8399.5
419
*450%
337905

8799.5

SPECIAL DEAL!
Pioneer 5x525 receiver, 2 Havant
(Goodman) speakers, 1 Dual 1214
with base, cover & cartridge M750.

Complete
*499°

Package Only
& Many Other Fantastic Deals!

12" BLCK & WHITE
SOLIDST. TV

PANASONIC 20"
COLORTV

ZENITH 20"
PORTABLE COLOR....

SONY 17"

RCA 20"
COLOR PORTABLE. ...

ZENITH 26"
CONSOLE SPAN-
S

MAJESTIC SOUND

3205 Dufferin St. B;Iow Hwy. 401
Daily & Sat. Thurs. & Fri.
9:30-6p.m. 787-1629 g.303 9p.m.
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