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enthusiastic about tackling a part never before staged.

phéto Angela Wheelock

ght. Of the roughly 1200 people who attended
itivalgiseiamstely 30 per cent took part in
ions'as a show of support for the playwright.

ind directed by Brian Deedrick was one of the
the Festivil. Mandy, a “ditsy” character, perks
i invitesyou to see the world through
s,
first youfind yourself laughing at her - then
her. Andionce she expresses her fears and
bilities, ypu want to protect her from the
2ss of theworld.

indy is a character with the potential of
ing knowni as ‘the common woman’ - someone
all relatelto. It’s the spontaneous and mature
iion the audience makes with the character that

istexcellent Canadian theatre.

@@ onologue now in demand by
Alberta Teacher’s Association
way, writtn by Clem Martini. Fallaway is an
tion of agifted 11 year old’s world - a world filled
nfusion and violence.

irk Bennetj the actor in Fallaway has been very

As the performer he finds “freedom of not having other
performances to compare to.”

Perhaps the most talked about play of the Festival
was Morality Play written by Roy Sallows and directed
by Tom Peacocke. Sallows tells a hard-hitting story
about a city’s morality squad who are forced to examine
their values after the events of one evening.

The strengths of Morality Play lie in the integrity of
the story-telling and in Sallow’s personal experiences as
a police officer. All the events which take place in the

play have either happened to him or someone he knew. -

There will be no lasting benefits
“unless the Festival is repeated.

)

Although only a writer for three years, Sallow’s play
Failing Hard has won seven ACTRA awards, including
Best Writer. A prolific writer for television, the movie

screen, and the stage, Sallows has four plays-in-progress.

at the present.

Workshopping Morality Play has taught him to edit
his work so more could be said with less dialogue.
“Actors can say more in just raising an eyebrow, than |
can say in five pages of dialogue.”

By showcasing Morality Play at the New Play
Festival, Sallows caught the attention of several
theatres, and the CBC. Will we see any of Sallows’ work
performed in Edmonton in the near future? If audience
reaction to his play provided any indication, the answer
may be yes.

Another Festival winner was Dan Libman, winner
of the full-length category in the Alberta Culture
Playwriting Competition. Libman’s play Closing Time
was read as the closing event of the Festival.

The New Play Festival has temporarily aided
unestablished playwrights to develop their skills, but
what will be the long-term benefits of the Festival? Urjo
Karedo’s reply to this question was that there will be no
lasting benefits unless the Festival is repeated.

Yet, despite the hard work of the artists and the
enthusiasm of the audience, at the writing of this story
there was still no word whether the New Play Festival
will be repeated next year.

One shouldn’t throw away good money. Ironically,
in this situation, unless a Festival is repeated, the
$20,000.00 from the lotteries will be another typical
example of the Canadian throwaway.
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GROUP FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

ESSAY CONTEST
$100 PRIZE

to be awarded to the best essay pro}noting_
disarmament,

LES BALLETS JAZZ DE MONTREAL

_ ARTISTIC DIRECTOR GENEVIEVE SALBAING

. Abcra

@@b UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

EXCLUSIVE
EDMONTON
'ENGAGEMENT!

“MAGNIFICENT!’]
—Vincent Canby,
NEW YORK TIMES

Rainer Werner Fasshinder’s

sub theatre

FEBRUARY 7 - 11 8:00 PM
SUB THEATRE, U OF A

Tickets at Bass; Charge-by-phone 424-3355 : Feb. 15-17

For more information 432-4764 Alberna Tickets at BASS

A TeleCulture Fims Release

SUB THEATRE

based on content, style and originality.

Deadline: March 14
For details, see poster Rm. 244 SUB




